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The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 10th June 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn
	A Greason
		R Simmons    	
	H Williams 
		L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	J Dean-Kimili  
	Cllr A Bowles   
		Cllr C Prescott

057/15	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

058/15	Public Participation
	There was no public participation.

059/15 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on  13th May 2015.

060/15	Matters Arising
		Election of Officers – Cllr Simmons agreed to remain KALC Swale area rep although she will not be able to attend every meeting. There is one further vacancy as area rep.
	Highway matters: ‘”No footway “sign is in process for delivery to Cllr Simmons.  
		Remembrance events – Clerk to discuss with Cllr Simmons.
	Streetlights – Matter ongoing. 
	Meadowbank –     Clerk to seek an urgent update from Jo Millard.
		Ospringe School – Matter ongoing.  The land agents Savills are involved.
	Cades Orchard Nomination agreement – information and copy agreement received from Swale Planning. Clerk to keep on file.
	KCC Parish Guide to drainage  - Cllr Simmons commented that Vicarage Lane requires a soak away and possibly a grip. Also the drain outside the entrance to Whitehill farmhouse is blocked and needs clearing.  Chairman to approach Gary Gibbs of Kent Highways in the first instance.
061/15	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are three parish councillor vacancies. The chairman is hopeful that a parishioner who approached him at the Champion Hall consultation meeting on 9 June is interested. The Chairman will encourage him to attend 3 meetings as an observer.

062/15	Application for borrowing approval to take out a loan
063/15	Application for a Public Works Loan Board Loan
064/15	Champion Hall
	The above agenda items were discussed together.  The parish council discussed the public consultation within the parish by both the parish council and the Village Amenities Committee, and in particular the Consultation Meeting on 9 June organised by the parish council. The “Report to Ospringe Parish Council” dated 9th June 2015 (previously circulated) was then considered by councillors. The parish council discussed the issues involved in a possible purchase of Champion Hall with reference to the points identified as requiring consideration by councillors in the Report, and unanimously agreed on the following:

1. Should the parish council resolve to purchase the Champion Hall?
It was Resolved to purchase the Champion Hall for the price of £70,000.

2. Should the parish council resolve to seek borrowing approval to take out a loan for purchase of the hall? 
	It was Resolved to seek borrowing approval from the Secretary of State for a loan to purchase the Champion Hall.

3. Do we envisage using any of our reserves for the purchase and/or related costs? If so, how much?
	It was Resolved to pay the purchase and related costs of the acquisition of the Champion Hall (approximately £3,500) from general reserves.

4. If we resolve to go ahead with purchase should that be via Public Works Loan Board loan?
	It was Resolved to go ahead with the purchase of Champion Hall by seeking a Public Works Loan Board loan.

5. If so, over what term and on what basis (annuity or EIP, fixed or variable rate)?
	It was Resolved to seek a Public Works Loan Board loan of £70,000 over a fifty-year term on a fixed rate annuity basis. 

6. If agreed to seek a PWLB loan, how should the repayments be funded?
	It was Resolved that repayments of the PWLB loan would be underpinned by a precept increase that would cover the full annual repayment costs, but that  OPC will seek rent from the Village Amenities Committee to cover wholly or in part the annual repayment costs in this or future financial years.

7. What relationship should exist between OPC and VAC in terms of the Champion Hall?
	It was Resolved that OPC will retain the freehold of the Champion Hall on behalf of the Parish and the relationship would be one of landlord (OPC) and tenant (VAC)
	
To safeguard both OPC and the VAC it was considered highly desirable that any arrangement such as a lease is agreed and binding on both OPC and the VAC before OPC is committed to the purchase and/or use of any loan. Moreover, to facilitate cash flow management the Parish Council would elect to defer the first loan repayment for up to 6 months from drawdown; and it was recognised that the date of drawdown could itself depend on how quickly the sale by the Methodists to the Parish Council proceeded.

	The parish council was mindful of the possible financial and other risks of purchasing Champion Hall but it was felt that the purchase of the Champion Hall is a generational opportunity with powerful ongoing positive outcomes for the parish and the local community.

065/15	Neighbourhood Plan
	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  

066/15	Localism – Community Assets
	Matter deferred to July meeting. In the meantime, the Chairman will seek to meet with Swale about the process to be followed.

067/15	Annual governance and audit

	The internal auditor Kevin Funnell had visited the Clerk and internally audited the parish accounts.  The bank reconciliation statement was circulated.  The Parish Council reviewed the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment.  It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process and financial risk assessments had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required. The Chairman and Clerk had also reviewed the risk assessment scheme (adopted by the Parish Council in 2010) and it was agreed that no changes were required to Council processes.  
	However in 2015-16 the parish council will review and update its standing orders and financial regulations and also the OPC risk assessment scheme.

	It was Resolved that the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) should sign off the Annual Return for year ended 31 March 2015.

068/15		Planning
	Land opposite Woodhill – enforcement matter.  Clerk to chase Jo Millard, copied to Andrew Bowles, seeking a response within a few days.
	15/502851/FULL - Brogdale Farm retrospective application - erection of polytunnels for fruit. 
	Clerk to seek an extension as the meeting did not have time to full consider the application.
069/15	Finance
	Pensions Regulator – the Clerk confirmed that with an employee salary of under £10,000 the parish council will not be obliged to provide a pension, and Clerk was nominated as OPC pensions contact.
	Current Account payments
	Chq No 1320	Andrew Keel, Chairman’s expenses	£40.00

	Allotment Account payments
	Chq No 0272	Tony Hoile for grass cutting and strimming	£70.00
		
070/15	Correspondence
	Local Government Boundaries Commission Review of Kent Boundaries: Ospringe would become part of ‘East Swale’.  Passed to Cllr Williams for responding to the consultation on behalf of OPC.
	National Rural Crime Network – survey of policing in rural areas.  Cllr Williams to respond on behalf of OPC.
	KALC – invitation to events in July and September with Kent Police Commissioner.
	Swale Joint Transportation Board – agenda for meeting held 8th June
	KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting held 1st June
	Cllr Andrew Bowles monthly newsletter for May.
	Clerks and Councils Direct
	
071/15	Members’ reports
	Cllr reported that Lorenden Trust  had met but she had been unable to attend.
	Cllr Greason attended a Draft for Consultation on Voluntary Community Sector Policy at Swale House on 10th June.  It was interesting and could be of benefit in the future regarding Champion Hall and/or other parish initiatives.

072/15	Any other business
	Cllr Simmons encouraged councillors to attend the Faversham Magna Carta events this month.

	The meeting ended at 10.00pm
	
	Next meeting:   Wednesday 15th July 2015 at 7.30pm
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