Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 1st March 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.31pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
A Bowles
C Elworthy 
R Simmons

Cllr D Simmons

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
A Greason-work commitments - approved
B Flynn- Illness-approved
Cllr R Lehmann
035/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 
036/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that due to the small number of people at the meeting masks would not be worn for the meeting. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and set as an agenda item. 
037/23 Public Participation – there was none. 

038/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st February 2023.
039/23 Matters arising
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: - The Chairman had visited Palmstead Nursery.  It was agreed to buy three native oaks and plant in November following the advice of the nursery as they would have greater chance of overwintering.    

Playground:- Swale BC had done some work on the tree that the parish council had raised concerns about. There were no further updates. There is still ongoing maintenance work to be carried out.

Dog Bins: -One bin had had become full and overflowing since the last meeting. This had been reported.  The PC awaits further news on the new bins which are to be provided by Swale BC and where they will be located. Action: The Chairman to contact Swale BC. A suitable location for a new bin could be at the entrance to Lorenden opposite Green Lees.  

Speed Watch: - Cllr C Elworthy reported that a speed watch session had taken place. 22 vehicles had been recorded as exceeding the speed limit. It was noted that the speeds recorded were lower than previously and that there was a reduction in the number of vehicles.

Lighting: - The PC is considering the possibility of an energy deal which could be arranged with other local parish councils. The Chairman has been liaising with Cllr J Tutt about this.

Local Plan Review:- The Chairman had circulated an email  from Mr Wilkinson from Swale BC to all councillors.  Action: The Chairman to email Mr Wilkinson for an update. 

Parishes to Town: Active Travel network:- The Chairman and Cllr C Elworthy had met with Adrian Berendt to review a draft of his report.  There was support for a 30 mph speed limit from the top of Whitehill to the bottom of Bay Hill. 

Joyce Field Allotments:- The second phase of the hedge cutting had been carried out.   Non rent payers had been chased. Rent letters would be sent out soon for the new allotment year. A couple of plots would be becoming vacant soon.  Ongoing maintenance is needed.

Churchman’s Farm:- The Chairman has yet to speak to Alice Reeves from the planning department about the site but intends to do so.  

Commemoration of Queen Elizabeth II:- The PC agreed that a native oak would be planted (being one of the three discussed under Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) instead of purchasing a commemorative bench. 

Highway Matters & Road Closures: 

More work had been done along Porters Lane but the lane is due to remain closed for many more weeks. The Council deplores the ineptitude of Southern Water in carrying out this work.  
The water leaks in the parish had been fixed by S E Water.
The pothole halfway down Dark Hill had been reported by the Chairman. It had been filled.

Alan Blackburn had contacted the Chairman to inform him that there were some bags of salt at the property of Cllr D Simmons. 

Community Transport: -The Clerk had written to Louise Barnham.
040/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There continue to be councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
041/23 The King’s Coronation
The logo had been received from Bruno Peake.  The Chairman would get a quote for 200 mugs for presentation to the children in the parish. The Council is arranging a litter pick as part of the Big Help Out coronation events and a number of local residents have already agreed to take part. One of the three native oaks the Council is purchasing is to commemorate the coronation. 
042/23 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:
23/500431/TCA Syndale Park Lodge Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Kent. Conservation area notification to: Crown lift one Horse Chestnut (T1) to achieve 5m ground clearance and remove epicormic growth up to 5.5m, Crown lift one Sycamore (T2) to achieve 5m ground clearance and remove epicormic growth up to 5.5m. Fell one Leylandii (T3) and replace with one Acer campestre Elsrijk. Fell one Willow (T5) and replace with one Tilia cordata. Fell two Elder trees (T6 and T7). Reduce Apple group (G1) to 2m to create manageable orchard. The parish council had considered the application and provided the following response: The parish council would be concerned at any tree felling/lopping which opens up the landscape and results in this property being more visible from the Syndale Valley, the A2, and the Faversham Road. Also, we would be concerned at any tree felling/lopping which might damage the character of the park given its conservation status.


23/500763/FULL The Bungalow Stalisfield Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0HA. Garage conversion into ancillary accommodation with solar panels. We have no objections to the changes to the physical appearance of the garage. We would want to ensure adequate off-road parking in a suitable location within the curtilage of the main building, and that its use should be restricted by condition to be ancillary to the main building itself. We would also not want to see the building be used as commercial or rented residential accommodation.

22/505886/SUB Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP.  Submission of Details pursuant to condition 5 (Hard and Soft Landscaping Details) of Application 21/504336/FULL. We welcome the amendment made to the landscape, in particular the introduction of the trees. We are however concerned about the initial size of the plants. We hope that the Water Company will maintain them in the early years, and that if they die then they should be replaced.

Planning Applications pending:
22/505886/SUB Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP.Submission of Details pursuant to condition 5 (Hard and Soft Landscaping Details) of Application 21/504336/FULL..  Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Work. The parish council had looked at this application in the February meeting and found that there were no new documents. The Clerk had contacted the planning officer and had been informed that the notification had been sent in error. 
22/505533/FULL. Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 ORH Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building 

22/505474/FULL Highfield Faversham Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to an existing barn, including change of use from agricultural storage to a workshop, office and for research and development (retrospective ).

22/504036/FULL  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Proposal: Erection of new barn development for 7no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space 
22/503367/Full The Retreat Elverland Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SP.Retrospective application for change of use of the land for the stationing of two static mobiles and two touring caravans for Gypsy/Traveller occupation for a single family. Creation of access and track and associated hard soft landscaping.

22/503382/LDCEXParsonage Farm Parsonage Farm Bungalow Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EW. Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) for the continued occupation of the property without compliance with the agricultural occupancy condition.

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). 
22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)  
21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 
21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 
21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 
21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.
21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.
21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping. Amended plans for parking.  
21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.
21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.
SBC Decisions:
22/504724/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0RHSection 73 - Application for minor material amendment to approved plans condition 2 (to allow change of pitched roof to mansard roof) pursuant to 21/502542/FULL for - Construction of a first floor extension to provide 2 rooms and creation of Spa area to hotel. Permitted.
Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. A hearing had taken place. 
21/504300/FULL PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/22/3296729 Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe. Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). In progress.
A list of planning applications had been circulated by the Clerk before the meeting.
Faversham Neighbourhood Plan:-The parish council had submitted a response

043/23 Community Hall Funding Request 

The draft agreement had been returned to PFCA with amendments and PFCA had sent the agreement back with counter-amendments. The voucher scheme had been included. The public consultation would take place after the grant agreement is finalised as the agreement would form part of the report by the sub-group to the full council. 

044/23 Lighting Grant 
Despite strenuous efforts and lobbying the amendment to the Swale BC budget to keep the lighting grant had been defeated. The parish council was disappointed at the way in which Swale had handled the public consultation on the budget, effectively leaving parish councils to set a precept before the result of the budget amendment proposal was known.
045/23 Finance 
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account

Chq no 1590 To Ospringe Church room rent for March meeting £20.00

Chq no 1591 To K Lockwood -Clerk’s pay for 4th quarter £924.60 including approved pay increase and back pay.

Chq no 1592 To Mrs K Lockwood for printer ink £16.98

Receipts: VAT reclaim of £794.51

Payments for Approval:-
Allotment Account

Chq no 0374 To Mr P May for hedge-cutting at the allotments £150.00

Chq no 0375 Hart Lee Tree Surgery ltd £288.00

None to report
Receipts: None to report

The parish council resolved to exempt itself from external audit for the financial year 2022-23 as it meets the required criteria.

Lionel Robbins has agreed to be Internal Auditor for OPC for the end of year audit of accounts.

Expenditure verses budget: -the main variances 
Less spent on Audit as OPC resolved to exempt itself from External Audit.
Less was spent on general maintenance.
More was spent on energy lighting due to the increase in energy costs.
More spent on advice/costs associated with a potential grant towards a community hall. 

Unbudgeted expenditure- £200 to PFCA for Jubilee celebrations. 

A bank reconciliation as at 3rd February 2023 had been circulated before the meeting.

The parish council laptop had stopped working. It was agreed to see if it could be repaired.


046/23 Risk Assessment
The Risk Assessment had been reviewed and the Parish Council agreed that it is considered fit for purpose. 
047/23 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.

Email from KALC KALC Elections bulletin – noted.
Email from BHIB Coronation event risk assessment – noted.
Email from KALC – February KALC news-noted.
Email from Swale BC Agenda Swale joint transportation board-noted.
Email from Swale BC Invitation to attend Swale Corporate Peer Challenge focus group-noted.
Email from Swale BC Parish/Town nomination information pack and forms for candidates-noted.
Email from Area Committee Swale- Eastern Area Committee meeting -noted
Email from Keep Britain Tidy- Great British Spring Clean-noted.
Email from KALC- Queen’s Green Canopy map-noted.
Email from KALC-Coronation information-noted.
Email from KALC SAC-Agenda-noted.
Email from KALC SAC Error and questions from CEO-noted.
Email from KALC-Briefing on Coronation-noted.

048/23 Members’ reports
Cllr C Elworthy reported that fly tipping had got worse recently.
050/23 Any other business – there was none.
Meeting ended at 9.35 pm

Next meeting: 5th April 2023
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