Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd September 2014 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Greason 



R Simmons  - Vice Chairman (for part of meeting from minute 094/14)


H Williams


L Melville – Clerk


Cllr A Bowles (for part of meeting to minute 094/14)
Apologies:
A Keel – Chairman



 B Flynn


J Dean-Kimili  


P Griffin 



 Cllr C Prescott

088/14
Public Participation


Three members of the public attended the meeting.  Two residents wished to comment about planning application 14/50080/FULL/GISI Coldstream Cottage.  One resident attended to comment about planning application 14/500986/AMRCON Brogdale.  The council agreed to consider these comments when preparing responses to Swale Planning department.
089/14 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Vice-Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2014.
090/14
Matters Arising


Porters Lane signage: Clerk is waiting to hear from Sheldwich Parish Council that they accept the sign change. Kent Highways will then be informed of the decision and the technical details of the sign so they can issue their approval.  Cllr Greason will then go ahead and order.

Streetlights maintenance contract – Matter is ongoing.


 Speeding issues   It is intended that Cllr Greason and the lady in Water Lane will rotate the moveable safety sign between Painter’s Forstal and Water Lane on a monthly or 3-monthly basis.


Remembrance events -  OPC hopes to be joining in with national plans for fields of commemorative poppies; matter ongoing.
091/14
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Vice-Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
092/14
Champion Hall


Cllr Greason reported on a well-attended meeting and some fundraising events.  A full structural survey of the property is required; when he obtains more detail he will approach the parish council about the possibility of contributing towards the cost.  The search for funding for the purchase of the hall (approx£70,000 plus other costs) continues.
093/14
Neighbourhood Plan

Matter ongoing
094/14
Planning


KCC/SW/0135/14 – Ospringe School.  The report for Kent County Council planning committee was received. All the comments from OPC are included, however Councillors felt that the many traffic issues particularly regarding the A2 and child safety have been dismissed.  Clerk will write to county councillors Andrew Bowles and Tom Gates asking them to support the comments of OPC and of local residents at the KCC planning committee meeting.

14/50080/FULL/GISI Coldstream Cottage.  Cllr Simmons declared a possible interest. The parish council considers this to be an overly large extension of a characterful cottage, which will increase the property size from 3 to 5 bedrooms, which we believe is Grade II listed, and is in a conservation area. This proposed two-storey extension is completely out of character with the existing cottage and is intrusive and inappropriate to its location.  Also its height means it may have a deleterious effect on the property on its north eastern boundary in terms of light obstruction and privacy.  The proposals offer no additional car parking for the property despite making it clear that the works are required to accommodate visitors from London. Parking issues on this part of Eastling Road are already an issue, with cars parking opposite the property and blocking a layby which is supposed to offer disabled access to Lorenden Park.  The property is situated on a bend and additional visitor car parking that is not accommodated on the property itself will cause road hazards.


14/500986/AMRCON Brogdale.  Meat processing – extended operating hours.  The parish council is very concerned that the current temporary condition for operating hours has not been met by the tenant, and Swale Planning Dept are surely well aware of the many comments over a long period of time from local residents concerned about this.  Ospringe Parish Council would like to see a new replacement condition for SW/13/0409 condition 1, stipulating that no inward deliveries are allowed before 7am. If this is not possible then we would seek to extend the current temporary condition 1 for a further year.  Although this may be considered unusual practice the applicant has failed to demonstrate he is able to keep to the current temporary planning condition, and so accordingly we would like Swale Planning to recommend this further temporary extension of one year.  We would also wish to see all other 9 conditions of SW/13/0409 kept in place and unchanged.  
095/14
Finance


Current Account Payments


Playsafety Limited – ROSPA inspection
£88.80


National Westminster Bank returned the online banking application form as it did not appear to be fully completed. Both the clerk and councillors commented on the extremely poor and unclear form layout and supporting information available.  Clerk will return the form with the additional signatures of Cllr Williams and Cllr Greason.
096/14
Correspondence

Local Water Lane resident – email and jpegs sent to OPC concerning traffic issues on Water Lane. Clerk used one of the jpegs to accompany OPC’s request to county councillors to support OPC and local residents over their objections to the expansion of Ospringe school.

Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – agenda for meeting to be held 25th September.


ROSPA Playsafety inspection report – Chairman took the report to peruse and report back.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – notification of meeting to be held 9th September. 


Kent Highways – notification of various works to M2 junction 6 to 7.


Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly update of activities.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – information on training day for village halls wishing to change to charitable status. Passed to Cllr Greason.

KALC – notification that NALC is updating their model standing orders very shortly to include revised media policies.  Clerk will report to next meeting.


KALC – information on government consultation on draft transparency code for parish councils with a turnover not exceeding £25,000.


KALC – information on the Leader programme in Kent. There is the possibility some funding could be available for Champion Hall; information passed to Cllr Greason.


Swale BC – draft policy from Swale on transfer of community assets. Not relevant to OPC.


KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting that was held 1st September.


KALC – information on the DCLG guidance re new law for open and accountable government.


Swale BC – circulation of document “Sources of Funding” – Cllr Greason to consider for champion Hall.


KALC – circulation of briefing note from KCC on the Community Trigger, related to anti-social behaviour crime and policing act 2014.


Savills Bishops Stortford office – letter to say they are visiting Joyce Field Ospringe on Monday 15th September at 1.15pm.  Clerk to contact them to say Chairman hopes to attend.


Swale BC – Draft Statement of Intent re supporting Swale’s town and borough councils.


KCC – Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013-30 notification of final consultation which ends 12th September, followed by submission to Secretary of State in Autumn 2014.


CPRE – Countryside Voice.  Passed to Cllr Simmons.
097/14
Members’ reports

Cllr Simmons report on the 1st September meeting of KALC Swale Area Committee. The main topic of discussion was the lack of school places and traffic issues related particularly to primary schools in Swale.
098/14
Any other business


There was no other business.

The meeting ended at 9.40 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 8th October at 7.30pm
1

