 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 11th November 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	B Flynn
	J Dean-Kimili
		R Simmons    	
	H Williams 
	S Wright
		L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	A Greason 
	Cllr A Bowles
	Cllr C Prescott
  
The meeting was attended by local residents and other attendees who wished to discuss a South Faversham and Ospringe bypass, Perry Court planning application, speed watch scheme.  Cllr David Simmons (Swale BC) also in attendance.

131/15	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

132/15	Public Participation
	Mr P Flower spoke on his suggestion for an Ospringe and South Faversham By-pass and took questions.  There was substantial public and parish council opposition to this idea.  The Chairman thanked Mr Flowers for his contribution.  
Residents wanted to know if a parish council rep would be sent to the special planning committee meeting on 19th November to comment on Perry Court and Chairman confirmed this would happen.  
Information on the speed watch scheme had been circulated by the Clerk; residents confirmed there would be sufficient volunteers to run a speed watch scheme and were keen to take this forward.  The Chairman and Cllr Simmons agreed to find out if there is a similar scheme in the area where the (expensive) equipment could be shared.  
Cllr David Simmons (SBC) informed the council of his presentation to the 9th November Swale Area KALC meeting about the persistent parking issues outside schools and on pavements and the very limited responses available.  Tickets for parking on a pavement can only be issued where there are yellow road lines.  Chairman thanked Cllr Simmons for his contribution.

133/15	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	Mr Stanley Wright had attended 3 meetings as an observer and the chairman proposed and vice-chairman seconded that he be co-opted onto the parish council.  Cllr Wright was duly welcomed to the parish council and was given the necessary forms etc to read and complete.

134/15 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th October 2015.

135/15	Matters Arising
		Highways/drainage  - Chairman has been in contact with Gary Gibbs of Kent Highways about the Bay Hill road surface  and sunken gully.  Gary believed BT will be applying for a road closure so he hopes to do repairs at the same time; Cllr Wright reported the same could happen re the flooding on Vicarage Lane if BT close the road.  Flooding on Vicarage Lane issue still not addressed by KCC drainage dept even after Cllr Prescott’s intervention.   Chairman will write to Kathryn Lewis at KCC about the unresolved drainage issues on Vicarage Lane and Plumford Lane and about blocked gullies at Whitehill.   Casement Signs have delivered “no footpath” sign to Whitehill.  Cllr  Simmons reported that they were not sure how to insert the post for the sign but will keep the parish council informed.
		Street Lighting – Cllr Williams reported that apart from two lights, the first part of the street lighting LED upgrade (centre of Painter’s Forstal) had been  completed.   Councillors agreed that Cllr Williams should ask for the two lights to be upgraded now at a cost of £128.50 plus VAT each.  The second phase of replacements can be undertaken in the future depending on parish finances.  Clerk has sent the revised inventory to UK Power Networks and when they respond Ken Bonner will be able to seek a reduction in EDF energy bills on our behalf.  The council again thanked Cllr Williams for his work on this very complex issue.

136/15	Champion Hall
	Matter ongoing.  There will be a VAC meeting on 12th November.  OPC have not received a response from VAC to our letter setting out the terms of the proposed purchase and leasing of the hall.  A response would be needed  from the VAC before the matter can be taken any further by the parish council, regardless of whether the hall goes to auction or not.

137/15	Neighbourhood Plan
	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  

138/15	Localism – Community Assets
	Matter of transfer of Painter’s Forstal playground from Swale to OPC is ongoing. Chairman is drafting an application to make Joyce Field a community asset. It was agreed that over the next few months OPC will look at the feasibility and suitability of registering other community assets.  Clerk reported that the path past 1 and 2 Bayfield by the playground is breaking up; a local resident has informed Swale, and Clerk will chase.

139/15	Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment Scheme
	It was agreed to look at draft financial regulations and defer drafting revised standing orders to the December meeting.  Chairman took councillors through his suggested amendments to the NALC model regulations and it was agreed that he and Clerk will produce a version incorporating these amendments to be circulated for approval at the next meeting. 

140/15		Planning
	Land opposite Woodside – enforcement matter.  Chairman hopes the letter a resident had received about a proposed caravan park on the site will be made available to the parish council.
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Clerk awaiting an update from Graham Thomas about obtaining files from microfiche in Maidstone.
	15/504264/OUT - Land at Perry Court – outline application for development including up to 310 dwellings.  Cllr Dean-Kimili spoke on behalf of OPC at the 15th October Swale Planning committee and councillors thanked her.  The application was deferred and will be discussed again at a special meeting on 19th November.  Clerk to register Chairman as speaker on behalf of OPC.
	15/506477/FULL – Black Cottages, Mutton Lane – Demolition of existing dwellings, erection of three terraced and one detached house.  The application has been refused. Reasons noted by the Parish Council as seemingly relevant elsewhere.
	Ospringe School Travel Plan – travel plan has been circulated to parish councillors.
	Woodland Trees packs – Chairman had received the 105 ‘good for wildlife’ saplings and councillors need to agree the best parish locations.

141/15	Finance
	Current Account payments
	Chq No 1333	Andrew Keel – chairman’s expenses	£20.00

	An invoice for the Whitehil sign and post had been received from Casement Signs but it was incorrect compared to the quotation so Clerk has asked for the invoice to be reissued at the correct amount.
	Clerk had received the forms from Swale BC for Councillor Prescott’s proposed £750 towards Champion Hall purchase.
	KCC Consultation draft budget 2016-17.  OPC agree with the proposal of a 1.99% increase; Clerk to write.
	NALC model contract of employment for Clerk: chairman to progress with the Clerk.
	Pensions: Clerk reported that the ‘staging date’ for OPC is May 2017.  OPC do not need to provide a statutory pension for the Clerk but do need to follow the procedures of registering as an employer etc.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]142/15	Correspondence
	KCC street lighting consultation: Cllr Williams had responded to say that all night ‘dimming’ from 24.00 - 05.00 hrs is OPC preference.  He has also signed up to attend a street lighting seminar at a future date.
	Letter from Mr Julian Herrington to Swale Monitoring Officer had been copied to the Clerk who duly circulated to the parish council.
	KCC Highways and Transportation survey – Chairman hopes to complete on behalf of OPC.
	KCC Highways – information on A2 closures Canterbury – Dover in November and December.
	KALC Swale Area committee – agenda for meeting held 9th November.
	Cllrs Mike Cosgrove and David Simmons of FTC had contacted OPC about including the names from the Ospringe war memorial on a proposed new Faversham war memorial; OPC support this suggestion.
	KALC – Fly a Flag for Commonwealth Day 14 March 2016.  Agreed not to participate.
	Local Boundary Commission – more information on the Sevenoaks boundary recommendations.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – update for Autumn 2015.
	Lucy Medhurst allotment holder had written to the chairman about a rumour that Joyce Field is to be developed. Chairman had responded to say he had only heard someone verbalising a list of possible development sites including the allotments.
		KALC – invitation to attend AGM on 28 November.
	KALC – Strategic Plan for 2015-25.
	CPRE Kent Voice to Chairman then Cllr Simmons.

143/15	Members’ reports
	Cllr Simmons reported on Friends of Ospringe Church.  There will be another Christmas tree weekend in the church, first weekend in December.
	Cllr Greason had emailed his report to parish councillors about Faversham Footpaths Group.
144/15	Any other business
	Whitehill Post Box – Cllr Simmons reported that the stolen post box had been replaced but is blocking the road view from Whitehill driveway so is hoping they will move it.
	
	The meeting ended at 10.40pm

Next meeting:   Wednesday 2nd December 2015 at 7.30pm  
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