Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd February 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained and face coverings worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.33pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
R Simmons 
A Bowles 
C Elworthy
Apologies: 
A Greason -personal and work commitments – approved
B Flynn -personal commitment – approved

Cllr D Simmons – Borough Council duties - approved

Cllr Rich Lehmann – work duties – approved

The Clerk had informed the Chairman of Covid cases in her immediate family, although she had tested negative earlier in the day. The Chairman had advised the Clerk as a precaution and on best practice she should not attend the meeting and that he would undertake clerking duties for the evening.
016/22 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept
017/22 Public Participation. 
There was no public participation.
018/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th January 2022.
019/22 Matters arising

Shepherd Neame’s planning proposals for the Queen Court Barns site:- The Chairman has emailed J Irwin of Faversham Town Council to arrange a time to discuss the matter.

Unneighbourly behaviour and burning of unsuitable materials:-  There continue to be no further updates.

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:- The informal passing bays along Porters Lane are becoming potholed again. The Chairman has been unable to contact Gary Gibbs to request some remedial work. C Elworthy counselled caution about making so many passing places as this had a tendency to encourage traffic along the lane. Some of the passing places were also encroaching on adjoining farmland and damaging hedgerows. It was acknowledged that the issue of use of rural lanes is a long-standing and difficult problem, but that the Council has allocated money in the next budget for engaging a consultant to assist with reviewing the matter.

The Chairman reported that an advisory sign “Not suitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles” had appeared in Water Lane to the south of Dawson’s Row facing traffic approaching from the south west. He would endeavour to find out who had authorised this. Councillors noted that by the time an HGV had reached this point, it would be difficult for it to take another route.

Cllr Elworthy had driven several times recently across the new A2/A251 junction and had noticed an improvement in traffic flows. Councillors wondered whether the improvement in traffic flows would encourage drivers to use the A2/A251 rather than Porters Lane and Plumford Lane. The opening of Tettenhall Way to through traffic may also have helped in this regard.

Action: The Chairman to write to Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.

Playground:- The foot pegs for the rocker have been purchased and fitted. A member of the public has contacted the Chairman to request formal walkways to be constructed between the various pieces of pay equipment as their young son sometimes slips over. The Chairman will be meeting the resident and discussing the matter, but advice will need to be taken from Swale Borough Council about the implications of creating walkways and the Chairman has requested details of who to contact about this. Funding will also need to be addressed.

Speed Watch:- C Elworthy confirmed that there had been no recent sessions but that another session would be held soon.

Lighting: No further updates.

GDPR and Website Review:- The Chairman gave a brief report of the online meeting between the Chairman and Cllr B Flynn and Satswana, which had been useful. The advice differed in some respects from that provided by KALC’s adviser at an online seminar attended by the Chairman and B Flynn a year or so ago B Flynn will be asked to report more fully at the next meeting.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 This is an Agenda item to be discussed later.   

The Location of Fire Hydrants in the Parish:- The information had been collected. 

Action: Clerk to establish the next steps.

Local Plan Review:-We await further information about the next steps going forward.

The Grazing Licence:-The Chairman had had a meeting with the person interested in grazing sheep on the Joyce Field paddock. He remains interested. The Chairman was requested to have the grazing licence completed by the end of February.

Covid Outbreak Management fund:-The fund is available for expenses that would not have occurred if it were not for COVID 19. The Chairman will be making an application for expenses such removal of swings  for social distancing, replacing the swings after restrictions were removed, and cleaning equipment etc.

The War Memorial:-The Chairman had spoken with the Special Projects Officer at Swale BC who is coordinating the work in the churchyard. Although in the past the parish council had looked after the memorial the parish council could see no reason why Swale should not do the work. The SPO had said they are taking advice on the restoration of the raised lead letters on the memorial from a local stonemason.  

Action: The Chairman will continue to monitor this.

Litterpick:  The date has been set for 12th March 2022.The Chairman had been in contact with Swale and has requested help with equipment and uplifting of rubbish bags. J Dean-Kimili has agreed to help with the litterpick in the Water Lane end of the parish. Swale will not assist in removing rubbish from the allotments, so the Chairman will make separate arrangements for this. B Flynn will be asked to put an announcement of the Litterpick on the website requesting volunteers.

Councillor emails:-Some issues had been encountered. Cllr C Elworthy will review when time allows but meanwhile Satswana had advised in the online meeting that separate parish council email addresses for councillors were not required to comply with GDPR or best practice.

020/22 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
021/22 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
22/500124/SUB  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of details pursuant to condition 8 (detailed repair and alterations specification & programme) of application 19/505890/LBC (partial discharge of condition for Water Lane Barn (Barn 1).  We have reviewed the documents in the application and in light of the technical and specialist nature of the subject matter and the details provided, we defer to the views of the technical experts and Swale Borough Council.

22/500241/SUB: Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 7 (construction details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. We have reviewed the documents in the application and in light of the technical and specialist nature of the subject matter and the details provided, we defer to the views of the technical experts and Swale Borough Council.

21/506401/FULL New Barns Farm Box Lane Painters Forstal Faversham Kent.  Demolition of two conservatories. Alterations to fenestration including 4 no skylights to north and 1 no skylight to south elevations. Increase of cladding. we were concerned that some details of the proposals on the application form did not correspond with details found elsewhere in the paperwork, and in some cases were contradictory. We also could not find any detail of the proposed porch addition. We would like the details clarified and the contradictions resolved, and would like then to comment further. In the meantime and in relation to the details thus far provided, we are not in favour of the proposed re-roofing of the building being in black eternit profile 6 fibre cement as this has an industrial appearance which is not well suited to a residential building. We would prefer to see conventional roof tiles as per existing rather than industrial-style roofing. Moreover, from an environmental point of view – and we noted that the applicant is championing environmental gains which we support – it would be better to retain the existing roof tiles and supplement these if extra are needed for the proposed work on the building, rather than re-cover the whole roof in new materials. We also felt that the extensive black wall cladding would be unattractive.

Planning Applications pending:
21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 

21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. 

21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 22 - Green infrastructure and biodiversity management plan subject to 15/504264/OUT. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/504300/FULLHill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SP.  Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective).

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

There are still extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
21/506314/FULLStable Cottage Belmont Paddocks Scooks Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AD.  Erection of single storey rear flat roof extension with parapet edge.  Approved.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

Planning Inspectorate Decisions:
20/503542/PNPA PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/21/3272347 Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe. Linked Appeal with appeal reference APP/V2255/W/21/3272387. Dismissed.

The parish council discussed the dismissed appeal for Churchmans Farm referred to above. A local resident had contacted the council concerned at the size of the building currently being constructed at Churchmans Farm. The council considered the planning history noting that some Prior Approval applications had been approved; one amendment to a Prior Approval allowed; whilst others had been refused and an appeal dismissed. The building on the north eastern part of the site has seemingly been demolished and is being replaced by a new timber-framed building. It was not possible to determine from the planning records available online what exactly had been approved especially as plans for more than one application appeared to be identical. It was agreed  that the Clerk should be asked to contact Swale for clarity on what had been approved and what had been refused.

The Chairman reported to the council on the email correspondence with Graham Thomas concerning Hill Top Farm, following the report from a local resident that it appeared that building and other work was being carried out. Inspection by Swale – who had responded quickly – seemed to confirm that work had been done for which there was no consent. Another report stated that a septic tank or cesspool had also been installed in recent months. The council would continue to monitor the situation.

The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.

022/22 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

The Chairman has applied to Swale for a grant to assist with the expenses of the Jubilee celebrations. It was unanimously resolved subject to the making of the grant to purchase a beacon; also two commemorative trees; and to fund part of the cost of a street party. The advice received from the insurers was not especially helpful. The Parish Council will offer to coordinate the street closure. The Parish Council is waiting to hear back from PFCA in response to the Council’s suggestion to work together on the celebrations etc.

Action: The Chairman to check that the Clerk has notified the PageantMaster that we shall be lighting a beacon somewhere in Painters Forstal, location to be confirmed in due course.

023/22 Finance
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1539 To Ospringe Church for February meeting £20.00

Chq no 1540 To Streetlights Ltd – 4th quarter lighting maintenance contract £236.87

Chq no 1541 To Vita Play Limited for Rocker pegs – (playground) £210.00

Chq no 1542 To MR Fix It for fitting replacement pegs to Rocker £15.00

Receipts:-None to report.

Payments for Approval:
Allotment Account 
Chq no 0359 To T Hoile for Allotment plot clearing and materials £332.99

Chq no 0360 To S Holmes for collection and delivery of footpath gate £50.00

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills:- 1st October 21-1st Jan 22 Total charge £408.59 including VAT of £19.46

The Members Grant application for a 1 year Zoom subscription has been completed and receipt by Swale BC has been acknowledged.  


The Clerk had circulated a Bank Reconciliation as at 31st December 2021and budget monitoring document. 
Expenditure versus budget:
Main variances have been reported in the budget monitoring document and duly noted by the Council.

024/22 Community Hall Funding Request 
The Council had received more update information from PFCA which is being looked at. PFCA have refused to provide a copy of either the old tender or the current tender which is hampering detailed understanding of the funding and costings of the project by the parish council. A meeting with PFCA has been set for next week.
025/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 
026/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk. Emails considered at the meeting by the Council were:

Email from KALC SAC re re-scheduled meeting with G Myneham and J Freeman - noted.   Action: Chairman intends to attend. 
Email re Eastern Area Committee re-scheduled for 3rd February – noted. Action: Chairman intends to attend. 
Email from Kent Tree and Pond wardens re visit to Syndale – noted.
Email from new PCSO Jessica Stocks. Noted. Action: Clerk to invite to a future meeting.
Email from Rich Lehmann re link to Remote Meetings petition. The Council considered the website link, and the emails from Cllr Greason dated 20 January and from Cllr Flynn dated 2 February, noting that both supported allowing remote attendance, but with Cllr Greason strongly in favour of allowing attendance without video and Cllr Flynn advocating a requirement for an attendee to be visible on camera. Both gave reasons for their respective views. It was agreed that the Council would respond to the petition in favour of remote attendance, with those councillors present also in favour of requiring attendees to be visible on camera. 
027/22 Members’ reports There were none.

028/22 Any other business There was none.


Meeting ended at 9.30pm

Next meeting 2nd March 2022 7.30 pm
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