Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th June 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.32pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
B Flynn
C Elworthy
R Simmons 

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
A Bowles- another commitment – approved
Cllr Rich Lehmann – another commitment 
Cllr Terry Thompson – another commitment

087/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 

088/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that due to the small number of people at the meeting masks would not be worn. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and set as an agenda item. 

089/23 Public Participation 
The Chair reminded the meeting that members of the public had 5 minutes to address the meeting. 

Two members of the public were in attendance and expressed their concern about the speed and the amount of traffic using Porters Lane.  One of the residents was dismayed at the lack of response to the highway points they had made to Kent Highways Services and their failure to do anything about the issues they had raised in correspondence with them.  The other member of the public expressed that they were keen to hear the parish council’s discussions about the right approach to take to get views heard and action taken on highway issues.
090/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 10th May 2023.

091/23Matters arising

Highway Matters and road closures – this was brought forward for discussion.
Some pot holes had been filled; more had been marked up. The Chair would continue to liaise with Gary Gibbs about the matter.

The Chairman reported that a start had been made on the parish’s Highways Improvement Plan (HIP). Cllr C Elworthy had started on a draft which once finished could be published on the website for residents to view and comment upon; with the understanding that expectations would need to be realistic in light of KCC budgetary constraints.  A meeting with the KHS officer who oversees HIPs could be then set up to go through priorities. 

The Chairman and Cllr C Elworthy had fed into the Ospringe section of the Active Travel Network.  The Chairman had suggested that the footpath from the Brogdale Road across the Perry Court estate at Perry Court be upgraded to a bridleway, this idea was supported by Mr Oliver at Swale BC. KCC will be looking at reinstating the footpath. Mr Oliver had also been supportive of ’Quiet Lanes’ which had also been mentioned by the Active Travel Network consultant.

The HIP would be a means by which to engage with Kent Highways Services in the first instance to try and move things forward. The PC have been committed to engaging a Highways Consultant for some time, such an expert could provide a technical perspective and the PC would still engage one if necessary but would defer for the time being. 

The draft HIP would be a monthly agenda item.

One of the members of the public asked whether the PC could point them in the direction of legal advice regarding his dissatisfaction with Kent Highways Services. The Chairman confirmed this is something the individual would need to look into themselves. 

The Clerk had written to Kent Highways about the lack of detail in the road closure notices which cover a period of eighteen months.  The Clerk would send the notice in question to Kent Highways at their request for them to investigate.

The members of the public left at 8.03 pm.

Dog Bins:  There has been no news from Swale BC about the 3rd dog bin.  The bin on the Allotments had again overflowed. The Chairman had reported it and the bin had been emptied. 

Speed Watch: -A Speed Watch session would take place next week outside Lorenden. Four cars had been caught speeding coming into the village from the motorway bridge.

Lighting: - The PC is still considering the possibility of an energy deal to be arranged with other local parish councils. The Chairman has been liaising with Cllr J Tutt about this.  This continues to be a work in progress.

Playground:- Maintenance work needs to be carried out.

Churchman’s Farm:- as yet the Chairman had not heard from Alice Reeves.

Flytipping:-There had been yet more incidences of flytipping in the parish including on Vicarage Lane. 

Helen Whately MP’s housing questionnaire:- The Chairman intends to respond.

Facebook page:- Cllr B Flynn had looked into whether the Facebook page which was set up previously was still live and found that it had been deleted. Cllrs B Flynn would look into reactivating the PC’s Facebook Page.
092/23 Community Hall Funding Request 
The sub group are waiting to hear back from PFCA after reverting to them on the amendments PFCA had proposed to the draft funding agreement.  The sub group had also reviewed the proposed voucher scheme for residents and sent comments to PFCA.

093/23 Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC)
The parish council will write a letter to Cllr Rich Lehmann, Cllr T Thompson and Helen Whately MP expressing strong opposition to the closure.  The PC will also sign a reputable petition online – the link from Faversham Town Council. 
094/23 Norman’s Wood 
The Chairman had spoken to one of the daughters of the previous owner. The family had expressed the desire for the wood to be made a community asset. The parish council would look into this closely and any potential impact on carrying out this action. Action: The Clerk to write to the PC’s insurance company with the details of Norman’s Wood to find out how it would affect the current insurance policy.

095/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There continue to be councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
096/23 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
23/502110/MOD 106 Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Modification of planning obligation under section 2 (i) of s106 agreement relation to reference sw/93/361 to allow increase in the pupil numbers at the school from 120 to 140.  The application was discussed at length, parish councillors had differing views. There was concern among some councillors that the increase in pupil numbers would result in more traffic coming into and out of the parish exacerbating traffic existing traffic issues.  They felt that the school should ensure that measures be in place to mitigate increased traffic as a result of any increase in pupil numbers. When planning permission had been sought for the school before it was set up in 1993, the parish council had highlighted concerns of the traffic the school would generate, and this concern was acknowledged by Swale the planning officer. Cllr B Flynn felt that the school was an asset and should be supported in this application to provide more school places.  Cllr B Flynn was more in favour of encouraging the school to remind parents to be mindful of the route taken to the school and the impact of their journeys to and from the school rather than a stronger approach. Action: Clerk to send the PC’s response to the Head of Lorenden and ask for his availability to meet with councillors to discuss how the school might implement measures to reduce the impact of traffic generated by the school. The Clerk would send the council’s response to Swale: After considerable debate, with parish councillors putting forward differing perspectives, we support the application but would like to see the school required to implement stronger measures for reducing the impact of traffic in the community.
23/501971/LBC Coldstream Cottage Whitehill Faversham Kent ME13 0DW. Listed Building Consent for the replacement of weatherboarding and cavity insulation on south-west elevation and replacement of non-original chimneypieces in the two front reception rooms. We have no objections.
23/502275/FULL 1 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF Erection of a single storey front extension including timber framed porch and roof canopy. We have no objection in principle, but we would prefer a style and materials that better match the neighbouring property, and that the porch extends forward to the same depth as the neighbouring porch.
23/502328/FULL Scotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.  Part garage conversion to extend existing attached annexe including change to fenestration.  We have no objections.
23/502512/FULL Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0RW. Insertion of new door and window to side. We have no objections.


Planning Applications pending:
23/501177/SUBLand Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EGSubmission of Details pursuant to condition 9 (Foul and Surface Water Details) of application 18/500041/OUT. 
23/501650/Full Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Erection of a single storey, self contained music building and an all weather sports pitch. 

22/505533/FULL. Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 ORH Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building 

22/504036/FULL  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Proposal: Erection of new barn development for 7no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space 

22/500912/FULLThe Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). 
22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)  
21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 
21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 
21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 
21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.
21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.
21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping. Amended plans for parking.  
21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.
21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.
SBC Decisions: 
23/501553/Full Scotts Oast, Hansletts Lane, Ospringe. Faversham Kent ME13 0rw. Installation of 6no. rooflights to replace and enlarge existing rooflights. Permitted. 
Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
21/504300/FULL PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/22/3296729 Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe. Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). In progress.
The Chairman shared the email from Paul Casey at Swale BC regarding Hill Top Farm and Land North of Homestall Road, Doddington. PC finds Swale BC’s approach to enforcement issues unacceptable, and if not challenged issues will arise. This is a view also held by other parish councils.  The PC is dismayed at the lack of planning officer availability, again a view held by other parish councils. 
097/23 Finance
Payments for Approval: -

OPC Current Account
Chq no 1607 To Ospringe Church for room rent for June meeting £20.00 
Chq no 1608 To Satswana Ltd for DPO service £180.00
Chq no 1609 To K Lockwood – Clerk’s pay 1st quarter £710.40

Receipts: 
The first instalment of the Precept (£5,507.50) and lighting grant (£357.50) has been received. 

Payments for Approval:-
Allotment Account
Chq no 0380 To T Hoile Honorarium for services to the Parish Council £320.00 – amount approved at the meeting.
Chq no 0381 To T Hoile for mowing and strimming £244.40

Receipts: None to report

The parish council agreed that they would continue the CPRE subscription which would be approved at the next meeting.
098/23 Correspondence

The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence 
Email from Playsafety - Notification of play area inspection - noted
Email from Swale BC – Footpath hole St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church – noted
Emails from M Lowe- Swale PC meeting with H Whately 18th May & 30th May– noted
Email from KALC SAC- AGM Agenda – noted
Email from Area Committees Swale – June round of meetings 23rd May & 5th June – noted
Email from KALC- List of contacts for PCs-noted
Email from L Barnham- KCC’s plan to close Faversham’s HWRC- noted
Email from KALC-NALC Chief Executive’s bulletin-survey remote meetings-noted.
Email from CPRE – Rooftop solar research- noted. Action: The Clerk to sign up
Email from J Herrington – Porters Lane -noted
Email from L Barnham – Parish to Town Cycling and Walking Project final report-noted.
099/23 Members’ reports – there were none

100/23 Any other business – there was none

Meeting ended at 9.59pm            
Next meeting: 12th July 2023 
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