Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd October 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



P Griffin 


R Simmons  - Vice Chairman


H Williams 


Cllr C Prescott


L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili   

 

B Flynn


Cllr A Bowles 

219/13
Public Participation


Two members of the public attended the meeting.  Mr Tovey thanked Councillors Flynn, Bowles and Prescott for representing residents’ views at the Swale Planning Meeting where the demonstration gardens were discussed; it appears the application was approved by one vote.  
220/13 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th September 2013.
221/13
Matters Arising

Brogdale –  The bottle banks have been removed. 


Ospringe School – Faversham TC have agreed to Cllr Dean-Kimili’s suggestion that they work as a group with OPC on asking KCC to create a plan that will alleviate road traffic and safety issues.  Further possible dates for an initial meeting will be circulated by the clerk, who will also ask Cllr Bowles if he can join the group.

TPO/13/0054 – Removal of 1x walnut tree at School House.  Clerk to clarify with Swale Planning whether it is the parish council or they who are to agree the location of the replacement tree.

KALC – DCLG consultation on increased flexibility on change of use.  Councillors are urged to look at the online consultation and pass any comments to the clerk who will forward to KALC for inclusion in their comments to DCLG.


Brogdale - Cllr Prescott reported that the Planning committee have decided that no more planning applications will be considered for the site until a development strategy has been submitted. Mr Tovey passed a letter to the chairman detailing some instances where planning conditions at the site are not being met.  It was agreed that the Clerk would forward this letter to Graham Thomas asking for Swale Planning to deal with the comments therein. She would then copy this to Councillors Prescott and Barnicott for their information.


Streetlights (formerly Direct Technical Services) – chairman had perused their new annual lighting contract; councillors agreed with the chairman’s recommendation not to sign the contract but to continue using Streetlights on an informal annual basis for the time being.

Ospringe Chronicles – Cllr Griffin reported that an editor has seemingly been found. Clerk to check with Michael Batey that this is the case.

Highway matters – Chairman has been attempting to contact Gary Gibbs at Kent Highways about various highways issues including deteriorating potholes in Porters Lane and the parish road signs in the Water Lane area.

222/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies

The Chairman urged Councillors to encourage suitable applicants for the three parish councillor vacancies.  
223/13
Neighbourhood Plan

Preparation for the next meeting of the neighbourhood plan group has been delayed due to unavailability of key members.  It is hoped to continue progressing the plan by producing a suitable information sheet and invitation to all parishioners to attend the next meeting which will be held as soon as possible. It is important that there are sufficient volunteers to make the plan viable and workable.

Cllr Prescott has kindly agreed to provide from his fund a sum to cover initial expenses of the parish council.  The government has also confirmed its continued financial support via borough council funding for neighbourhood plans.
224/13
Planning

Cllr Simmons made a general comment that she hoped the parish council would be proactive in submitting comments on the many proposals for large scale housing developments in the Faversham area due to the serious effects these could have on road traffic in the parish; the chairman agreed.

SW/13/1153: Willow Farm Caravan Park, New owner/manager’s house and workplace.  The resident concerned attended the meeting to answer questions from the parish council.  The resident stressed that he submitted the application as he needs a more suitable permanent home than the cabin he currently uses and urged parish councillors to come to Willow Farm to see the site. The parish council opposes the application; we are mindful of the various policies that apply and see insufficient grounds in the application to override those policies. 

SW/13/0743:  Horseshoe Farm.  This application went to Swale Planning Committee on 26th September.

SW/13/0660: Brogdale Demonstration Gardens. This application went to Swale Planning Committee on 26th September.


SW/13/0832: Littles Manor Farm – solar array.  This application went to Swale Planning Committee on 26th September.


SW/13/1083 -  1 Parsonage Oast –retrospective application for a replacement fence: the scale and design of the fence is not in keeping with the location and is not in accordance with the parish design statement. 


SW/13/1084 1 Parsonage Oast –   retrospective application for erection of timber clad shed.   The shed is overlarge, out of proportion and of poor design and not in keeping with the location.


TC/13/0110 – land at Vicarage Lane – removal and reduction of various trees.  Cllr Griffin will attempt to contact Mrs J Williams about the history of the hedgerow.  If no pertinent information arises the clerk will respond to Swale Planning to say that there is insufficient detail and insufficient justification for taking down the trees.


SW/13/0881: Judds Folly Hotel, to clad lower sections of the hotel in brickwork. The parish council is generally in favour of improving the external appearance of the buildings at Syndale but more detail is required; there is insufficient detail provided in the application regarding the materials, their colours and the overall design.


Brogdale – car park lighting timers: email from Chris Hildyard at GWF to say the timers have been installed and the new system will commence when he has received training in their use.  Clerk to write to him to say we have received complaints that the lighting does not switch off some nights until 11.30pm.
225/13
Finance

PFK Littlejohn external auditors have signed off the annual audit 2012-13.


HM Revenue and Customs have fined the parish council for ‘late filing’ of the 2012-13 annual PAYE return.  The matter was discussed by the parish council, including the circumstances in which the penalty arose.  It was RESOLVED that the parish council would pay the penalty but the Clerk will submit an appeal.  The appeal will be on the grounds that she did file the return on time albeit with some incorrect information in it; thereafter, she had both written and phoned to attempt to correct the error but HMRC had not acknowledged these communications.

Ken Bonner of Streetlights had written to say the cost of lanterns will be increasing.


Current Account receipts


Swale BC half year 2013-14 precept £2,250, SBC support grant £197.50






and Lighting grant £715.00

£3,162.50




Current account expenditure

PFK Littlejohn LLP for annual audit 2012-13
£120.00

HM Revenue and Customs – penalty re ‘late filing of annual return’
£391.00
226/13
Correspondence

Swale BC – Sue Revell had circulated a copy of the DCLG Guidance on openness and transparency for parish councillors. Trade Union membership should be regarded as a personal non-pecuniary interest.

Action with Communities in Rural Kent: invitation to attend annual meeting to be held 17th October.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum: minutes of the 10th September meeting.


KALC Swale Area Committee: minutes of the meeting held 2nd September.


CPRE Protect Kent: invitation to attend annual general meeting to be held 14th October.


Swale Cleansing Dept: presentation on “Improved recycling and refuse collection”


KCC: introduction to the launch of its Kent Freight Gateway website.  Cllr Williams had tested this system by inputting a 44 tonne truck for which the route given was down Porters Lane; Clerk to inform Kent Freight Gateway.

KALC – notification of their Finance Conference to be held 2nd November.


KALC “The Good Councillor Guide”. Chairman to peruse and see if it is worth purchasing more £2.50 copies

227/13
Members’ reports

Swale Joint Transportation Board – Cllr Williams had attended the meeting where proposals for improvements to the A2/A251 junction were discussed.  Kent Highways are to consider the options and report back to a future meeting.

Cllr Simmons reported on behalf of Friends of Ospringe Church; a very successful wine and wisdom had been held, the next fundraising event is a ‘smuggling in Faversham’ evening to be held at Maison Dieu. She reported that the new Ospringe Vicar has been installed.


The Chairman commented that he had been able to arrange the Ospringe in Bloom allotments judging and the prize giving would be held at a bonfire at the allotments on 26th October.

228/13
Any Other Business


There was no other business.

The meeting ended at 10.15pm     

Next meeting: Wednesday 6th November at 7.30pm.
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