Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th September 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously. The official business of the meeting was preceded by the prize-giving for the 2023 Ospringe in Bloom Competition. The Chairman welcomed all attendees and thanked the judges Frances and Paul Moskovits for their efforts in ensuring that the event ran again this year. There were six categories. in the competition. The Chairman announced the winners for each category and presented those who could attend with a certificate and prize.   The Chairman invited one of the judges to say a few words.  They acknowledged that it had been hard to choose the best gardens, all judged from the road on an opt-out basis.  The event promotes community spirit and enhances the rural surroundings. Chairman presented the judges with a prize by way of thanks. The official meeting commenced at 7.43 pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
B Flynn
C Elworthy
R Simmons 

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
A Bowles- another commitment – approved
Cllr Rich Lehmann - another commitment
Cllr Terry Thompson - another commitment

118/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 

119/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that due to sufficient air circulation in the room during the meeting masks would not be worn. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and continue to be set as an agenda item. 

120/23 Public Participation
There were two members of the public at the main meeting. The first member of the public read out a statement of his experience of nearly being hit by a car, which just swerved to avoid him. He subsequently saw another speeding car coming from the other direction and a builder’s truck also speeding.  This and previous incidences highlight the concerns of the parish council that the country lanes can be dangerous.  The resident had spoken to other residents of Porters Lane who along with the resident all felt that everything in their response to the HIP consultation should be put forward in the HIP to Kent Highways for a risk assessment, as well as a risk assessment done on Porters Lane.  The resident felt that ‘proposed actions’ in the HIPS were ‘too dilute’ and that there had not been enough emphasis on how dangerous the roads are. The resident also reported in support of his concerns that an A251 pressure group had been set up to seek a 40 mph speed limit along the A251 and to ban lorries. 

The resident also brought the PC’s attention to The Faversham and Mid-Kent Housing Survey results organised by Helen Whately. This had been sent by Helen Whately to the Secretary of state for Levelling up, Housing and Communications. 

Another member of the public addressed the PC so say that they were not minded to support a member of the public’s suggestion in the HIP consultation that a footpath be created at the top of Whitehill across the orchard into Vicarage Lane. The member of the public left the meeting at 7.51 pm.
121/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th July 2023.
122/23 Matters arising

Highway Matters and road closures –the PC notes that there are still potholes to be filled and the edge of the carriageway is worn away in places.  There are places to be patched beyond the motorway bridge on the Brogdale Road.  Action: The Chairman to contact Gary Gibbs. 

Action: The Chairman would write to KHS about the good prior notification regarding the road closure of the Brogdale Road (as there had been previous correspondence with KHS about the failure by KHS to adequately notify in the past).

Dog Bins:  The PC is still waiting for the outcome of an audit by Swale BC as to whether another dog bin will be installed. 
There had been incidences of the bin on the allotments overflowing again. The Chairman had been in correspondence with Swale BC about the matter.

Speed Watch: -Cllr C Elworthy reported that a session would take place next week now the new term had started.

Lighting: -This continues to be a work in progress.

Playground: The RoSpa report had been received which had mentioned some items which are being looked at or have been looked at. One “defect” picked up on the report had been challenged and found to be incorrect, so RoSPA amended the report accordingly. The Chairman advised that will be a need for future major expenditure including safety matting.

Churchman’s Farm:- as yet the Chairman had not heard from Alice Reeves.

Helen Whately MP’s housing questionnaire:- The survey has been completed and Helen Whately had sent the result to Michael Gove.

Facebook page:-Information was being put on the Facebook page and it was getting looked at. 

Norman’s Wood:-The Chairman is waiting for the Woodland Officer from the Forestry Commission to contact him. There is a possibility of a grant from a new scheme which has just launched.

Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC):-The PC notes that the consultation has been paused.  OPC is opposed to the closure. Action: The Chairman to write to Helen Whately. The PC is aware that the Faversham Town Council has arranged a coach to County Hall and protest is to be made. Councillors may participate if they wish.

Invitation to nominate for Local Heritage List:-Brogdale Farm and Joyce Field Allotments had been nominated. Action: Clerk to write to Swale BC and find out the timescales for when submitted applications will be looked at.  

D Day 80-6th June 2024:-Further information had been released; 6th June would also be a national ‘Fish and Chips day’. The Chairman would look further into the possibility of arranging a D-Day 80 Commemorative Event and whether the beacon could be used.

123/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There continue to be councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
124/23 Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) 
The Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy and Cllr B Flynn for their work on the HIP. The Chairman would circulate the most recent email from Cllr Rich Lehmann. The parish council had received 5 responses to the HIP consultation.  The council thoroughly considered all the points and feedback submitted in the responses and spent considerable time discussing each representation.  The PC discussed whether concerns that would be relatively easy and of little cost should be high on the list or whether issues of high importance should be prioritised higher on the list.  This would be discussed with Cllr Rich Lehmann. 

Action: The Chairman would produce the next version of the HIP incorporating the agreed amendments and circulate. The HIP would be an Agenda item. Action: The Chairman to contact Cllr Rich Lehmann and Kent Highways Services with an update
125/23 Community Hall Funding Request 

The Chairman had received a communication from PFCA saying that the community hall was now available for meetings on a Wednesday. The hire cost is a consideration, as is the variable length of meetings. There was a brief discussion about the cost of using the hall in comparison with what the PC currently pays. The PC needs to balance the prudent use of ratepayers’ money with the desirability of using and supporting the hall. Action: The Chairman would contact PFCA on the matter.

PFCA had responded to the email from the Chairman regarding the parish council’s proposal to donate the sum of £5,000 towards a solar panels project. PFCA had raised some queries and stated that the project is a long term one which could incur significant costs, whilst there were other more pressing projects. The PC awaits further correspondence from PFCA about another possible project. 

The other member of the public left at 9.45 pm
126/23 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:
21/504695/FULL  Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Erection of elderly persons care home. We stand by our original objections and comments made previously. We remain concerned that the location is unsuitable for such a large structure, being within a recently created conservation area, in an elevated position, and encroaching on long-established parkland with specimen and ancient trees. We found the Woodland and Pasture Management Plan to be somewhat vague and unfocussed. In one place (Section 4.3 on p14) it referred to a “neighbouring school” which must be incorrect as there is no school neighbouring the site. We do not believe a management plan for other parts of the 45h woodland and parkland compensates for the negative aspects of allowing this significant development. We took the view that if the proposed building were not classed as a care home but as a block of flats, it would not be granted permission, so by extension the building should not be permitted.
We also noted that we omitted to mention in our previous comments that we believe the access onto the A2 to be hazardous given the limited visibility, notwithstanding the alterations proposed to the bellmouth.

23/502328/FULL: Scotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent. Part garage conversion to extend existing attached annexe including change to fenestration, with retrospective change of use for the annexe as ancillary use to main house Location. Revised plans. We have no objections.
23/502718/FULL. White Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0DU Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing garage, including part conversion of garage to an annexe ancillary to the main dwelling house.  Revised plans 24.08.23. We retain concerns about the matters we have previously raised, but we will accede to the planning officer's recommendations particularly given the technical points put forward by the applicant in her recent submissions. The parish council does wish to clarify that one of the previous owners of the property (who obtained planning permission for and built the replacement garage) did use the garage for the parking of her car.

Planning applications pending:

23/502961/LBC Forge Cottage Eastling Road Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW Listed building consent for internal and external alterations including removal of two staircases, insertion of new staircase, removal of posts and replacing structural supports, raising floor level on ground floor, replacement of external door with windows and installation of 2no soil/vent pipes. Address corrected.
23/502110/MOD 106 Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Modification of planning obligation under section 2 (i) of s106 agreement relation to reference sw/93/361 to allow increase in the pupil numbers at the school from 120 to 140. 
23/502328/FULL Scotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.  Part garage conversion to extend existing attached annexe including change to fenestration. 
22/505533/FULL. Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 ORH Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building 

22/504036/FULL  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Proposal: Erection of new barn development for 7no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space 

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). 
22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)  
21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 
21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 
21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 
21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.
21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping. Amended plans for parking.  
21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.
21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans. The parish council had been reconsulted on this application and provided a response.
SBC Decisions: 
23/501650/Full Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Erection of a single storey, self contained music building and an all weather sports pitch. Permitted.
23/502275/FULL 1 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF Erection of a single storey front extension including timber framed porch and roof canopy. Permitted.
23/502512/FULL Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0RW. Insertion of new door and window to side. Permitted.
23/502553/TCA The Old Vicarage Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8XS Conservation Area Notification: To crown reduce seven trees (T1, T2, T4, T5, T6, T7 and T10) of mixed species. Also, to reduce and cut back 4 trees (T3, T8, T9 and G1) of mixed species as per dimensions specified on tree dimensions schedule. No objections.

23/502599/SUB Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8TT Submission of details pursuant to conditions 3 (measures to achieve 50% reduction in Dwelling Emission Rate), and 5 (electric vehicle charging point), of application 20/500844/FULL. No objection. 

Planning Inspectorate Appeals decisions:
21/504300/FULL PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/22/3296729 Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe. Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). Appeal dismissed. 
The PC noted the outcome of the appeal. Action: The Chairman to send around the response from Swale BC enforcement.  The Chairman would look to arrange another meeting with the Chairs of Newnham and Doddington PCs. 
To note: Just outside the boundary.
23/503224/TCA 48 Water Lane Conservation area notification to reduce one Portuguese Laurel to a height of 3 metres and a 3 metre spread, crown reduce one Hawthorn to a 2.5 metre spherical and reduce one Conifer.  No objections
Brogdale Farm:- An ecological report had appeared on the Swale Planning Portal. Action: The Clerk to write to the Planning Officer that in light of the report added in August and its recommendations, the PC requests that a new ecological impact assessment be carried out before the application is determined.
Correspondence from a resident about the Cedar tree at Brogdale Farm seeking advice on how to get a TPO. The PC had replied signposting the resident to Swale BC.  Action: The Clerk to write to the Tree Officer and say that that PC endorses a TPO for the tree inside the Brogdale Farm boundary and the one on the verge.  
Faversham Neighbourhood Plan Consultation:- This would be an agenda item at the next meeting

127/23 Finance

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1615 To Play Safety for RoSpa Report £102.60

Chq no 1616 To Ospringe Church for room rent for September meeting £20.00 

Chq no 1617 To K Lockwood – 2nd quarter Clerk’s pay £710.40

Receipts: None to report 

Payments for Approval:-

Allotment Account
Chq no 0384 To St John’s College for Allotment for rent £850.00 

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills: Nothing to report

A bank reconciliation as at 4th August 2023 and budget document had been circulated before the meeting.

The PC noted that the Internal Auditor’s fee had increased. The Clerk would fix a date for the 2023-24 Internal Audit.

The PC noted that HugoFox the website provider has introduced a charge for its services. Cllr B Flynn had circulated a comparison of the costs and services provided by HugoFox compared to other providers.  The PC unanimously agreed to stay with HugoFox as the website provider. A direct debit would be set up. This is unbudgeted expenditure. 

Allotments:- A recent inspection had been carried out by the Chairman and the Allotments Officer. Due to the recent weather a number of the allotments were now overgrown. Allotment holders would be asked to deal with them.  There is a waiting list for allotments. 

The parish council notes that this year is the 30th anniversary of the M2 motorway crash. The parish council unanimously agreed that a wreath would be purchased for the occasion, but that a formal service or ceremony would not be arranged. 
128/23 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence
129/23 Members’ reports –There were none

130/23 Any other business
Cllr R Simmons commented that parking at Cedar Terrace was causing a problem, with passing the parked cars sometimes being a difficulty. Cars were also sometimes passing by at great speed.  Cllr C Elworthy commented that the parked cars did have the effect of slowing down the traffic if the way past was impeded and cars had to pull into the side of the road to allow cars to pass in the opposite direction.

Cllr Elworthy noted that household bin collections were getting progressively worse with instances of very late collection along Plumford Lane. Action: The Chairman would email Swale BC.

Meeting ended at 10.53pm            
Next meeting: 4th October 2023 
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