Ospringe Parish Council


   The Parish Council meeting was held on Thursday 7th September 2017 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn – Vice Chairman (joined the meeting at 8pm)
		J Dean-Kimili 
		A Greason (joined the meeting at 8pm)
	Cllr A Bowles	 
	H Williams
		L Melville – minute taker

Apologies:	R Simmons
		S Wright  
	Cllr C Prescott
	
088/17 	Dispensations
Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

089/17 	Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th July 2017.

090/17 	Public Participation
		There was no public participation.

   091/17	Matters arising
		E Kent Recycling: no further substantive contact had been held with Mr Morrison.  
	Anti-social behavior in Painters Forstal:  the residents concerned have not yet provided an update on the matter to the parish council.
	Highway Matters: Vicarage lane drainage works have been completed but there has been poor reinstatement of the verges and signposts so Chairman contacted Kent highways who will investigate.  Eastling Road, Porters Lane and elsewhere: the Chairman had noted various issues such as blocked gulleys and drains and large potholes so he will ask Kent Highways to see what can be done.
	Lighting:  It was Agreed to go ahead with LED replacements of the final four street lights. As this is repair/replacement of current inventory it will not be necessary to obtain different quotes, so accordingly the Chairman will contact Streetlights to arrange.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Ospringe School: Chairman still to contact the head teacher re parents parking on Joyce Field and inconsiderately in Water Lane.
	Willow Farm rubbish: matter outstanding.
	Syndale: Chairman will contact Graham Thomas to discuss the continued proliferation of signs.
	ROSPA Safety Inspection: The Chairman noted that the safety report highlighted only minor issues and he will arrange for these to be addressed.  
	Parish Clerk vacancy: There have been six applications. It was agreed the Chairman would draw up a shortlist of four.
 092/17	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There remain two vacancies for parish councilors. Chairman again reminded the Council to look out for possible recruits.
 093/17 Localism and Community Assets
	Deferred to next meeting.

  094/17 Planning 
    	17/503010/Full - Parsonage Farm, Painters Forstal Road – Change of use of 2 existing buildings to use as stables, siting of a mobile stable and installation of a sand school (part retrospective). The Parish Council forwarded its comments to Swale Planning.
17/503687/FULL - Horseshoe Farm, Elverland Lane: Chairman had written to Swale Planning and it appears that Swale BC are to recommend refusal.
17/503527 - 1 Slips Cottages: Chairman had written to Swale Planning.
17/504178 – 4 Mummery Court, Painters Forstal: (Cllr Greason had an interest but had not yet arrived at the meeting so did not participate in discussions).  No objections.
TPO Application, Swallows Rest:  The parish council recalled the number of trees with TPOs that had to be cut down when the property was built a few years ago so would urge extra caution in considering removal of any TPO- covered trees in the present day.  If Swale BC’s tree officer or appointed expert considers the tree concerned to truly require removal due to a state of hazardous poor health, we would like to see a replacement beech tree planted elsewhere on the property.
Camping and Caravanning Club certificated site on land opposite Woodside, Stalisfield Road: the parish council had received complaints that up to 9 caravans have been seen at any one time on the site this summer although the allowed maximum is five.  Photographic evidence has been obtained. The parish council will inform Swale Planning. The complainants to be advised to contact the Caravanning and Camping Club.

Cllr Greason joined the meeting at this point, followed by Cllr Flynn.

   095/17 Finance
Current Account Payments
The Parish Council agreed that the following cheques could be signed after the meeting, to be arranged by the Chairman:
  To Ospringe Church for hire of hall for meeting	£20.00
  To Andrew Keel, Chairman for photocopying and printing expenses	£20.00
  To PKF Littlejohn fee for Annual Return 2016-17	£130.00
  To David Bucket for annual internal audit 2016-17 (subject to former
 Clerk verifying the invoice as accurate)	£315.30
		
Allotments payments
		Chq No 0301	Tony Hoile for mowing and strimming Joyce Field 							Allotments						£80.00
There was some concern at the cost of the internal audit so Chairman will investigate whether a fee structure had been agreed.
PKF Littlejohn had sent to OPC the completed Annual Return 2016-17.  Chairman and Cllr Flynn will ensure it is made available in compliance with the Transparency code.
Due to the lack of a parish clerk the meeting did not receive a note of the current status of bank accounts, reserves and expenditure against budget. 

Ospringe Bank Account Mandates
Chairman urged those Councillors who had not attended Nat West in Faversham to complete their bank mandate forms to please do so. 

096/17	Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
 Cllr Williams reported that Lorrywatch is a KCC scheme where two or more volunteers are trained to spot freight traffic infringements on local roads.  If a contravention of signage is reported the police will undertake to contact the lorry owners.  If the lorry is using unsuitable or narrow roads then KCC will contact the owner with advice on using the road freight journey planner website.  It was agreed that Cllr Williams will make contact with the scheme.

	
Cllr Flynn described an incident on Plumford Lane the previous day where an articulated lorry was stuck and caused traffic issues.    It was agreed the Chairman would write to the lorry owners to try to find out how the lorry came to be there.

	It was agreed to include all residents of Porters Lane and Plumford Lane in a door-to-door questionnaire by parish councilors to 1) gather information on residents’ ideas for improving the situation and 2) to encourage residents to get on side with any actions the parish council undertakes.  Cllr Flynn will draft a plan for these resident visits and circulate to councillors for comment. Sheldwich PC will need to be contacted as the top few houses of Porters Lane are in their parish.
	
	Regarding signage for the top and bottom of Porters Lane and Plumford Lane, Cllr Bowles informed the meeting that he could make some funding available for the cost of these signs.  Chairman thanked him on behalf of the parish council.  Cllr Greason will investigate costs with Casement Signs. Agreement to the signs at the top of both lanes would be required from Kent Highways.
097/17 Correspondence
Items Circulated For Information
	              As listed in the Clerk’s weekly update emails
 	Items Discussed
	Footpath Warden scheme: Cllr Greason still to contact the scheme.
	CPRE: Membership documents have been received.
	Carers’ Support: seeking donations.  
		
   098/17  Members’ reports
	Cllr Bowles informed the meeting that the next meeting of Swale Joint Transportation Board will be followed directly by the Swale branch KALC meeting.  Chairman will check that Cllr Simmons is aware.
	
087/17  Any other business
		
The meeting ended at  9.20 pm


Next meeting:   11 October 2017 at 7.30pm
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