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   The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 12th October 2017 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	J Dean-Kimili 
		A Greason 
		H Williams
		S Wright  
		L Melville – minute taker

Apologies:	B Flynn
	R Simmons
	Cllr A Bowles	
	Cllr C Prescott
	
100/17 	Dispensations
Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

101/17 	Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th September 2017.

102/17 	Public Participation
	Two residents attended to hear if the parish council had any additional views on planning application 17/503010/Full, Parsonage Farm.  They were concerned that the matter was not being dealt with fairly by Swale Planning.  Another resident attended to ask the parish council what it intended to do about inappropriate use of Porters Lane by HGVs.

   103/17	Matters arising
SW/0247/2017/FULL E Kent Recycling (Oare Parish Council): Cllr Dean-Kimili asked the parish council to prepare to address this planning application which would vastly increase lorry movements on the A2. Chairman will ask Swale Planning for copies of the paperwork ; he encouraged councillors to look online at the application prior to the next meeting.
	Anti-social behavior: Chairman had met the resident concerned who said incidents are continuing.  
	Highway Matters: Vicarage lane – matter of poor reinstatement still outstanding with Kent Highways.  Chairman has spoken with Gary Gibbs who is currently very busy but will attempt to address the parish council’s other roadway concerns of potholes and eroded edges of carriageways.
	Lighting:  Chairman had contacted Streetlights to confirm go ahead with the LED replacements combined with help for the parish council in arranging revised energy bills with EDF.
	Ospringe School: Chairman still to contact the head teacher re parents parking on Joyce Field and in water Lane.
	Willow Farm rubbish: matter outstanding.
	Syndale: Chairman has contacted Swale Planning about the continued proliferation of signs.
	ROSPA Safety Inspection:  Tony Hoile will attend to the minor works required at the playground.
	Parish Clerk vacancy: The Chairman has contacted four of the  applicants to arrange interviews.
 104/17	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There remain two vacancies for parish councilors. Chairman again reminded the Council to look out for possible recruits.
 105/17 Localism and Community Assets
	Chairman had noted from old paperwork that the playground and the Forstal both appear to be registered as village greens and will contact KCC to check.
  106/17 Planning 
    	17/503010/Full Parsonage Farm, Painters Forstal Road – Change of use of 2 existing buildings to use as stables, siting of a mobile stable and installation of a sand school (part retrospective). This was to go to a Swale Planning Committee on 8th September. The Parish Council considered the report by the planning officer and other representations and agreed to submit further representations to Swale ahead of the planning committee meeting.
	Parsonage Farm Bungalow, Painter’s Forstal Road – application to rebuild central dormer to reduce size to that agreed in the planning approval.  No objections. 

Meads Farm – the resident had lodged an appeal against Swale Planning’s refusal to remove the condition allowing only temporary permission for the caravans on the site.

   107/17 Finance
Current Account Payments
		Chq No 	1354	Streetlights for lighting maintenance Jul-Sept 2017	£225.04
		Chq No 1355	Ospringe Parish Church – hall hire for October mtg	  £20.00
		Chq No 1356	Playsafety Ltd  for annual inspection and ROSPA report	  £92.50

Allotments payments
		Chq No 0303	St John’s College half yearly rental Joyce Field		£500.00
Chq No 0302	Mr Fix It  for grass cutting, pest control at Joyce Field 	£120.00
It was agreed to pay Liz Melville an honorarium equivalent to her previous hourly rate for the hours spent on minuting the September and October parish council meetings. Councillors thanked Liz for helping out and welcomed her back.
The Chairman reported the receipt of the cheque for the second instalment of the precept - £4,350.00
Chairman had checked with the ex-Clerk about the cost of the fee for the annual internal audit and she confirmed it was the amount she had negotiated. Cheque to be dispatched by the Chairman.
Pensions Regulator: the Chairman had also spoken to the ex-Clerk who confirmed that Ospringe Parish Council is up to date with the Workplace Pensions requirements (OPC is not liable for pensions).
Due to the lack of a parish clerk the meeting did not receive a note of the current status of bank accounts, reserves and expenditure against budget. Councillors noted the income and expenses as per the cheques written. Up to date bank statements were available for inspection.
Ospringe Bank Account Mandates
Two Nat West employees had kindly attended the meeting to assist councilors with completing their bank mandate forms.  Apart from one councillor’s outstanding form, the process is nearly complete.

108/17	Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
 Cllr Williams had been in contact and reported that Lorrywatch’s preferred option would be for a team of two or more local residents stand at local ‘hotspots’ to monitor and record details of unsuitable vehicles.  However, they are prepared to accept individual monitoring. They would prefer reports of incidents to be collated and sent to them periodically rather than single reports being sent in one at a time. The scheme to be mentioned on the OPC website.
109/17 Correspondence
Items Circulated For Information
	              As contained in the Chairman’s and former Clerk’s update emails. Also CPRE quarterly magazine.
 	Items Discussed
KALC – papers for the AGM to be held 18th November at Ditton.  
	   110/17  Members’ reports
There were no formal Members’ reports. However, Councillors were sad to note the passing of Ann Gillatt. Ann had been a councillor for a long period of time, first being co-opted and then standing in elections. She had been a strong voice for the villagers in Painters Forstal and others in the parish, and her opinions were respected by the parish council. The Chairman reminded councillors that Ann had also been a member of the Village Amenities Committee for many years, again serving the community in which she had lived for about four decades.
	
111/17  Any other business
	 Cllr Greason had reported to Kent Highways the damaged bus stop sign outside Champion Hall.  The rubbish bin there is also broken so Chairman will contact Swale Cleansing about a replacement once the bus stop has been repaired.
		
The meeting ended at  9.20 pm


Next meeting:   8 November 2017 at 7.30pm
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