Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 4TH May 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained and face coverings worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 8.14pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
C Elworthy
A Greason
R Simmons
A Bowles

Cllr D Simmons 

K Lockwood - Clerk
Apologies: 
B Flynn -business abroad - approved
Cllr R Lehmann another PC meeting - approved
065/22 Election of Officers 
Chair – proposed by Cllr C Elworthy, seconded by Cllr R Simmons. The Chair signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form
Vice Chair – proposed by Cllr A Keel, seconded by Cllr A Greason 
Footpaths Officer – Cllr A Greason agreed to continue in the role
Swale KALC Rep – Cllr R Simmons agreed to continue in the role 
Lorenden Trust Rep - Cllr R Simmons agreed to continue in the role 
066/22 Covid Restrictions
Precautions would be reviewed on a month by month basis.  
067/22Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept
068/22 Public Participation. 
There were 6 members of the public in attendance, 5 of which wanted to bring to the parish council’s attention the issue of successive incidents of flytipping being carried out from a residence in the parish and the issue of unneighbourly behaviour from a resident at the same address. The noise and menacing behaviour have been going on for a considerable time.  The residents had engaged with Swale BC about the issue without success. The parish council discussed various actions that could be taken to support the residents.  The parish council assured the residents that it takes their concerns seriously and would do its best to support them. 

5 members of the public left the meeting
069/22 Community Hall Funding Request 
PFCA had sent tender documents to the PC last month, they are being reviewed by the PC and by professional advisors. 
 
070/22 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The beacon will be arriving shortly. Community events are planned for the four-day period to mark the Platinum Jubilee. The lighting of the beacon will take place on Thursday 2 June at 9.45pm being the prescribed date and time. There will be a big lunch on the Sunday, a road closure application had been made.
PFCA will publicise the Jubilee events via their web list. A notification will be put on the PC website.  The PC had resolved to donate £200 to PFCA to go towards the celebrations.
The PC notes that there will be a road closure on the Brogdale Road. The PC will establish the impact of the proposed road closure.
The Jubilee trees have not yet been purchased. PFCA are happy for a tree to planted at a location to be determined shortly. 
071/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th April 2022.

The Chair of PFCA left the meeting 9.09 pm
072/22 Matters arising
Dog bins:-Cllr D Simmons had made enquiries at Swale BC. The cost would be £375 plus VAT to purchase a bin and £145 per annum to empty it. The council noted that the bin on the playground is overflowing.
Action: The Chairman to contact Swale BC about overflowing bins, find out about the bin clearing schedule and see whether the bin outside the Chapel is on the schedule. Dog waste left on Lorenden is a concern for the Lorenden Trust and potentially a bin could be placed adjacent to the public highway at one of the entrances to the park. Cllr A Greason suggested consulting concerned residents about where a dog bin should be placed. 

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:-  The Chairman is going to report the potholes opposite Lorenden to Gary Gibbs. The Council notes that tree branches are hanging at car roof height in a lane near Eastling and that signage has been left from the gas pipe replacement works.

The replacement for the rotten post on the Forstal would be more expensive than expected. It is a work in progress.

Playground:-  The Chairman had chased Swale BC about the damaged tree that the Chairman had reported.  Nothing had been heard from Swale BC. Action: The Chairman to follow up again.  

Speed Watch:- will resume in the near future. 

Lighting:-rising energy costs and lighting maintenance contracts will be on the agenda at the next Swale KALC meeting. The Chairman would attend. 

GDPR and Website Review:- Cllr B Flynn would be asked to report more fully at the next meeting 

Grazing Licence:-The animals were using the land.

Local Plan Review:-We  continue to await further information about the next steps going forward.

Parishes to Town: Active Travel network:- this was moving forward and a draft report from the coordinator had been received for review.

The Bus reduction consultation:-OPC  had submitted a response.
073/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 
074/22 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
075/22 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:

22/501902/SUB Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Submission of details pursuant to conditions 3 (details of materials), 4 (landscaping details), and 8 (details of measures to ensure 50% reduction in Dwelling Emission Rat) of application 19/502483/FULL. We have no comments to put forward. 

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). The Council noted that one of the applicants had contacted the Clerk about the application. 
There are currently 7 documents showing for this application on the Swale planning portal but no Design and Access statement or other statement of case, only application forms, land registry detail, site plans and a 2019 garden award. In particular there is no history given for the site other than the applicant has said “already there, no development is taken place, given temporary consent since 2009 for Gypsy family” but no further explanation. 

We recollect that there have been a number of applications for this site including to change temporary consents for a caravan for a Romany family to permanent. Consent was subsequently granted at appeal to permit the stationing and residential occupation of a caravan by one gypsy family on the site, but with conditions, the key ones being to limit that use to 4 years (which has just expired) and another restricting it to the owner and his dependent family. 

The site is remote from all public services and lies in a sensitive location within the Kent Downs AONB. The Appeal Inspector found its use as a site for a residential caravan conflicted with the area’s AONB status and was also an inappropriate site due to its remote location. The 4 years was granted because although Swale was able to demonstrate a 5 year supply of sites for Gypsies and Travellers (normally an important factor but which counts less in an AONB) they were unable to suggest suitable alternative available sites for the occupants. Without that there was a likelihood the family would have to go back on the road, so a temporary consent was granted. The four years was therefore specifically to provide time and a period of stability during which the family could find and move to an alternative site. 

There is therefore currently no case presented to support or justify the application and, as the four years granted at appeal has now expired (and there had been a succession of temporary consents prior to the appeal) the application should not be granted.

22/501841/FULL Cades Manor 2 Cades Orchard Ospringe Kent ME13 0ELErection of a single storey side extension to garage and a single storey rear extension to incorporate a swimming pool. 
We have no objections but anticipate that Swale BC would ensure adequate attenuation measures so that noise does not permeate into adjoining gardens.  

22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective).

We find the garage to be unattractive in design and we would prefer a design more in keeping with the ANOB. We would want conditions placed to preclude conversion to leisure or residential use. If Swale BC are minded to approve the application, we would be supportive of holding a site meeting to include parish councillors before a final decision is made. 

Planning Applications pending:

22/501153/SUB Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 6 -Details of external finishing materials, Condition 7 - Hard and Soft landscape and Condition 12 - Details of Cycle storage subject to 20/500844/FULL  	 

22/501215/SUB Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 9 (joinery details) of application 19/505890/LBC (part discharge - barn 1)

22/501502/Full The Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine, Eastling Road, Painters Forstal ME13 0ES. Installation of bell cupola.  The Council has ongoing concerns that insufficient households have been consulted.  The Council will ask Swale BC to extend the deadline.

22/500620/SUB Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Submission of details pursuant to condition 3 - (Materials conditions schedule for site 2, site 1 to remain still to be discharged), condition 4 (Method Statement for whole site by KB Ecology), condition 5 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15 condition 10 - (Cycle storage details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), Condition 11 - (SAP Calculations showing Dwelling Emission Rate for Site 2), condition 13 - (Electric Vehicle Charging Details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), condition 14 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15), condition 18 - (Lighting proposals for sites 1 and 2 - drawing ref. 1936 - 11, 1936 - 12, 1936 - 13) in relation to planning permission 19/503077/FULL. 

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21 Amendments March 2022.

22/500124/SUB  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of details pursuant to condition 8 (detailed repair and alterations specification & programme) of application 19/505890/LBC (partial discharge of condition for Water Lane Barn (Barn 1)

22/500241/SUB: Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 7 (construction details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 

21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. 

21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 22 - Green infrastructure and biodiversity management plan subject to 15/504264/OUT. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

There are still extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:

22/500753/FULL White Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DU.  Demolition of existing rear extension and erection of single storey rear extension (resubmission: 21/505967/FULL). Permitted.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:

APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 
076/22 Accounts 2021/22 Annual Governance and Audit
The audited copy of the Annual Return documents-Accounts and the Internal Auditor’s narrative report had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. The council noted and considered the Internal audit report – the Statement of Internal Control as signed by the internal auditor and part of the Annual Return. The Internal Auditor had visited the Clerk who had provided all the information required.

(i)The Parish Council reviewed and considered the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment. It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process, system of internal controls and financial risk assessments had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required.  The Risk Assessment had been reviewed and approved by the council earlier in 2022.
After considering the Annual Governance Statement the council approved by resolution the Annual Governance Statement (section 1 of the Annual Return) and it was signed by the Chair, and then the Clerk. 

(ii)The council considered, and then approved by resolution the Accounting statements (section 2 of the AR) which was signed by the Chair. The Clerk had signed the Accounting statements prior to the meeting.

(iii)The council had resolved to exempt itself from External Audit meeting the criteria for exemption from external audit in the March meeting.  The Exemption certificate was approved and signed by the Chair, and then the Clerk.

(iv)The end of year Bank Reconciliation as at 31st March 2022 was signed by the Chair and Clerk.

(v)The council agreed and resolved to accept the Explanation of Variance form and Explanation of High Reserves form.
077/22 Finance
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account

Chq no1549 To Ospringe Church for May meeting £20.00

Chq no 1550 To K Lockwood for stamps £18.53

Chq no 1551 To BHIB 2nd year of three year Insurance deal Insurance for 2022-23  £453.68

Chq no 1552 To KALC for yearly subscription £313.22

Chq no 1553 To DM Payroll Services Ltd for payroll for 2022 £100.00

Chq no 1554 To Mr L Robbins for Internal Audit for 2021-22 Accounts £120.00

Chq no 1555 To Surrey Hills Solicitors for legal advice £462.00

Chq no 1556 To Mr A Keel reimbursement for Platinum Jubilee Beacon £588.00

Chq no 1557 To Streetlights Ltd 1st quarter lightening maintenance contract £236.87

Chq no 1558 To Swale CAB donation £50.00 The Council resolved to increase the donation to £50.00

Receipts:-None to report 

Allotment Account 

Payments for Approval: 

Chq no 0365 To T Hoile for New spark plug, fuel primer bulb, grease, service of strimmer.  Mowing & strimming £200.00

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills:-1-April – 2nd April £10.62 
078/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk which the Council considered.
079/22 Members’ reports 
Cllr R Simmons had attended the Lorenden Trust meeting and Cllr A Bowles had attended the Swale BC Parish Council liaison meeting.
080/22 Any other business There was none.

Meeting ended at 10.38pm

Next meeting: 8th June 2022
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