 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 13th May 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 8.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	J Dean-Kimili  
	B Flynn
	A Greason
		H Williams 
	Cllr C Prescott	
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:		R Simmons    
	Cllr A Bowles   
		
The parish council meeting scheduled for 8th April had been cancelled.


040/15	Public Participation

	The meeting was attended by the applicant for the wood yard business on Vicarage Lane.  The application had been refused planning permission but the applicant will be appealing, and he explained to the parish council his views of what would be best for the site particularly in terms of wildlife diversity.  The parish council thanked him for his input.

041/15 	Election of Officers
	Nomination of Andrew Keel as Chairman was made by Cllr Williams and seconded by Cllr Dean-Kimili.  Cllr Keel accepted and thanked the Council for their continuing confidence.

042/15	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	With the resignation of Pat Griffin and the unfeasibility of Brian Flynn and Alastair Greason having been able to submit their election papers to Swale BC, the parish council was down to four councillors.  It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Brian Flynn and Alastair Greason onto the parish council with immediate effect.

043/15	Election of other officers
	Cllr Rosemary Simmons was proposed in her absence as Vice Chairman and this was seconded by Cllr Brian Flynn.    All councillors except Cllr Simmons who was absent signed and returned their Declaration of Acceptance of Office to the clerk and at the earliest opportunity will return their Register of Member’s Interest forms to her for passing on to the Swale elections officer.  The election of one or two representatives to KALC Swale Area Committee will be discussed at the next meeting.

044/15	Dispensations
	Councillors Keel, Greason and Flynn are all trustees of the Painters Forstal Village Amenities Committee.  To ensure there is transparency in parish council dealings, the councillors requested in writing to the clerk a dispensation to discuss the matter of the Painters Forstal Village Amenities Committee approaching the parish council for assistance in the purchase of Champion Hall.  The reason for seeking the dispensations and the extent of the dispensations being sought were both set out in the written applications from the Councillors. It Was Resolved that Councillor Andrew Keel, Councillor Brian Flynn and Councillor Alastair Greason be granted Dispensations in the terms sought for four years from the date of the meeting.

045/15	Champion Hall
	Trustee Professor Ben Bennett on behalf of the Painters Forstal Village Amenities Committee gave a presentation about their seeking assistance from the PC in the purchase of Champion Hall from the Methodist Church for use as a village hall for Painter’s Forstal and Ospringe.  The Lottery Fund will not assist with the purchase of the hall so the VAC suggested that the parish council apply for a Public Works Loan Board loan at a low rate of interest over a long period of years in order to fund the purchase of the building.  The parish council unanimously resolved to consider the VAC’s request and to take the next step of a public consultation in the parish, to culminate in a public meeting on 9th June at 7.30pm in the Champion Hall.  The parish council further resolved to consider whether to seek formal loan approval and to apply for a PWLB loan and attempt to purchase Champion Hall at its meeting on 10th June 2015. At that time, it will also take into consideration the outcome of the consultation meeting on the 9th June 2015 including views expressed by parishioners of any proposal to increase the precept to meet borrowing costs.

046/15	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

	New model standing orders and financial regulations have been made available by the NALC.  Ospringe Parish Council needs to update its SOs and Financial Regulations this year.  The Clerk will circulate the draft documents to parish councillors for consideration at the June or July meeting (depending on time available).

047/15	Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th March 2015 with the alteration that Councillor Greason had not been in attendance.


048/15	Matters Arising
		Highway matters:  It was agreed that the Clerk would order a sign from Casement Signs at a cost of approx. £142.  The sign to have the wording NO FOOTWAY beneath it and to be positioned on private land adjacent to the road at Whitehill.  
		Remembrance events – Clerk needs to discuss further detail of the proposed poppy field at Lorenden Park with Cllr Simmons.
	Streetlights – Matter ongoing. Cllr Williams has been in contact with Ken Bonner about taking further the replacement of current lamps with LEDs and is awaiting his response.
	Meadowbank –     Clerk to seek an update from Jo Millard.
		Ospringe School – Matter ongoing.
	Playground repairs and improvements – Swale BC have undertaken some works of further improvement.  The chairman is progressing the possibility of a land transfer of the playground from Swale BC to the parish council.
	Litterpick – the chairman congratulated parish councillors for another successful litterpick.  It was agreed to start arranging the litterpick earlier in the year in future in an attempt to get more volunteers involved

049/15	Neighbourhood Plan

	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  

050/15	Planning
	15/502337/FULL - The Stables 1 Hansletts Farm, Well Lane.  Erection of 2-storey extension to south elevation. No objections.
	15/503234/LBC - Coldstream Cottage .  Listed building consent for replacement of existing casement windows to rear and side with slimlite double glazing in 'traditional' finish. No objections.
	15/502153/FULL - New Barns, Box Lane.  Side and rear extension with loft conversion and replacement garage with workshop. Cllrs Flynn and Williams declared an interest and did not take part in discussions. The parish council is concerned that this is a significant extension of a previously extended property and Swale Planning are also asked to take particular note of any neighbours’ comments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	15/503206/FULL - Prior House, Painters Forstal Road. Pitched roof kitchen extension with velux window at rear of property. No objections.
	15/50282/COUNTY – Ospringe  Children’s Centre, Ospringe CE School, Walter Lane. Details pursuant to Conditions 11 (tree replacements) and 12 (lighting details) of planning SW/14/614.  No comments.
	Swale BC – notification that the document Bearing Fruits has now gone to the Secretary of State for independent examination.
	Cade’s Orchard nomination agreements.  The response from Swale BC was not what the parish council had been seeking so Clerk will contact them again to ask for the Moat Housing nomination agreement put in place with the Section 106 Notice at the time of the planning approval.
051/15	Localism – Community assets
	This matter was deferred until the June meeting.
052/15	Annual Accounts 2014-15
	The clerk reported that the 2014-15 accounts had undergone a successful internal audit, and she circulated the audit report along with the bank reconciliation.  The 2014-15 accounts will be signed off at the June meeting.

053/15	Finance
	Pensions Regulator – the law on pensions has changed and it was agreed that at the June meeting the parish council will nominate an agreed pensions contact for employee/s.
	Current Account 
	Chq No 1311	Aon UK Limited – insurance 2015-16	£534.79	
	Chq No 1312  	KALC – membership subscription 2015-16	£251.93
	Chq No 1313	Lorrie Clark honorarium in arrears (2014-15) for hall setting up	£25.00
	Chq No 1314	Diane Malley for PAYE services 2015-16	£48.00
	Chq No 1315	Kevin Funnell for internal audit 2014-15	£50.00
		Chq No 1316	Streetlights payment 1 of street light maintenance contract 2015-16	£216.38
	Chq No 1317	CPRE – annual membership subscription 2015-16	£38.00
	Chq No 1318	Canterbury & Coastal Methodist Circuit – hall hire for OPC 
			Meetings in arrears for 12 mths 2014-15	£260.00
	Chq No 1319	Citizens Advice Bureau Faversham – donation	£25.00

	 Allotments Account
	Chq No 0268	St Johns College Joyce Field rent Oct 2014 – March 2015	£500.00
	Chq No 0269	Tony Hoile honorarium in arrears 2014-15	£250.00
	Chq No 0270	Tony Hoile for strimming and mowing allotments	£70.00
	Chq No 0271	Andrew Keel – expenses for allotment rent letters etc	£95.00
	
	The Clerk reported on her attendance at a KALC seminar held in March on new government audit rules.

054/15	Correspondence

	Email from a resident adjoining Joyce Field about the sheep grazing, which was being dealt with by the chairman.
	KCC – Parish Guide to Drainage, circulated to councillors for information.
	Swale BC online survey on their sports strategy – passed to Cllr Dean-Kimili to complete on behalf of the council.
	Swale Rural Forum – notification of next meeting to be held 26th May.
	Email correspondence with Amy Wright Toads Patrol Officer, who it is hoped will attend the June meeting to inform the parish council of the volunteers and the toads crossing in the parish.
	KALC – information on DCLG Consultation on local government ombudsman and larger parish councils.
	NALC – information on NALC’s plans for the future.
	
055/15	Members’ reports
	There were no members’ reports. 

034/15	Any other business
	There was no other business.

	The meeting ended at 10.20 pm
	
	Next meeting:   Wednesday 10th June 2015 at 7.30pm
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