Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 1st November 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously. The meeting commenced at 7.35pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
B Flynn
R Simmons 
A Bowles 

Cllr Rich Lehmann

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
C Elworthy – business engagement - approved
145/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 
146/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that masks would not be worn due to the limited number of people in attendance. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and continue to be set as an agenda item. 
147/23 Public Participation
There were 4 members of the public in attendance. The Chairman reminded the meeting that members of the public had 3 minutes to address the meeting. Two members addressed the meeting on behalf of PFCA. They enquired when the tree that the PC had previously offered to donate would be arriving as PFCA will be holding a tree planting event mid-November. The Chairman replied that delivery was expected sometime in November and that he would update them shortly about when the tree would be available. The representatives also enquired about the brown direction signs that they have previously mentioned. Cllr Rich Lehmann confirmed that he had been dealing with this and would follow this up.

The representatives of PFCA were concerned about overflowing bins. The Chairman confirmed that Swale are responsible for emptying them. The Chairman also responded that a lot of time had been spent by the PC chasing Swale BC about overflowing bins. One of the PFCA representatives also asked what was happening about the provision of extra litter bins. The chairman referred PFCA to previous minutes and confirmed that a third bin had been requested from Swale many months ago and chased regularly since - the PC are awaiting further news on this.

The representatives of PFCA informed that PFCA have completed a funding review. Two prospective projects which a proposed grant from the PC could be used for are either towards an overflow car park or to improve the acoustics of the community hall. The chairman confirmed that further discussion with PFCA would be needed about the potential projects as £5,000 is a substantial amount of public money. The parish council requested the PFCA representatives to provide further information about the projects and quotes so that this could be given further consideration by the parish council.

The representatives from PFCA asked if the PC would consider a trial run of using the foyer of the community hall for the parish council meetings. If the trial was successful then a mobile folding screen could be purchased. The parish council would consider this offer.

There had been a communication from a resident concerned about parking on the verges around the village from people using the hall, and concerns had also been reported on social media.  The PC were keen to understand when the overflow parking would be installed as this should alleviate the problem. PFCA confirmed that this was a project that they want to put in place as soon as possible and that antisocial parking was a “teething problem”. 

Another member of the public read out their experience of traffic issues they had encountered. The document had been sent to the PC prior to the meeting.  
148/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th October 2023.

Cllr B Flynn asked that it be noted that the member of the public had not been ‘shut down’ or silenced (as claimed via email after the meeting) from addressing the parish council in the previous OPC meeting but had actually been given by the chairman longer than the permitted 3 minutes to speak to the parish council.
149/23 Matters arising

Highway Matters and road closures –The Chairman had not spoken to Gary Gibbs but he intends to do so regarding the potholes to be marked up. Some potholes had been already been marked up. The Chairman had yet to speak to the people responsible for the gullies down Dark Hill which had been marked up to see when they would be cleansed.  Cllr R Simmons asked about the uneven surface of a section of the Brogdale Road just north of the M2 bridge.  This had not been seen to yet. On Whitehill, gullies which had been caused by erosion from the water leak  are an ongoing issue. 

Action: The Chairman intends to write to KHS about the good prior notification regarding the road closure of the Brogdale Road (as there had been previous correspondence with KHS about the failure by KHS to adequately notify in the past). It was also noted that the PC had not been notified of a road closure for repair of a water leak on Painters Forstal Road, this would be mentioned in the email.

Dog Bins:  This was addressed under public participation.

Speed Watch: - The PC awaits further updates from Cllr C Elworthy. The PC noted that PC Morris had done a speed check either side of the motorway bridge and he had reported that he had not caught any speeding traffic. 

Lighting: -This continues to be a work in progress.
The PC noted the email from a resident about the fault with a light on the Brogdale Road. It had been reported to the lighting maintenance company. Action: Clerk to email the resident to ask them to keep the parish council informed on the progress. 

Playground: The Chairman reported that the laying of top soil and seeding had been successful to some extent to improve the surface.

Churchman’s Farm:-  Alice Reeves had not yet contacted the Chairman.

Facebook page:-Cllr B Flynn reported that the Plumford Lane notification had been put up on the page.

Norman’s Wood:-The PC is still waiting for the Forestry Commission to make contact. 

Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC):-The consultation continues to be on hold.  OPC awaits further updates. Action: The Chairman intends to write to Helen Whately.

D Day 80-6th June 2024:-PFCA had indicated that they would be open to collaborate on an event with the PC to mark the occasion.  The Chairman would speak to PFCA about the event. The Chairman had spoken to the person responsible for arranging events for PFCA and they had welcomed a joint event with the PC.  The PC hopes to use the beacon, a location to erect it had yet to be decided. The Chairman had been in contact with a local supplier of fish and chips who was willing to provide fish and chips at a subsidised rate. Themed music and entertainment were also being looked into.

Allotments:- Various responses had been received from allotment holders after letters reminding them to keep their plots tidy had been sent. Some plots remain overgrown. Two or three plots had become vacant but these would be quickly filled.

Bin Collections:-The Chairman had written to Swale BC, and a response had been received. There had been no reoccurrence of non-bin collection

M2 Motorway Crash:-The PC agreed that a 14”wreath would be purchased and laid to mark the occasion.
150/23 Faversham Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
The parish council had submitted a response.
151/23 Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) 
Cllr B Flynn had attended a site meeting with Jennie Watson from KCC. They had visited the places highlighted on the HIP. Cllr B Flynn read out actions and potential measures which could be put in place as a result of the site visit which include the following.  KCC would carry out a traffic survey on Porters and Plumford Lanes commencing later in November to understand the volume and type of traffic using the lanes. Analysis would be based on the findings.  Another ‘unsuitable for HGV sign’ would be erected shortly on Porters Lane at the Ashford Road end.  There is no place for a sign at the end of the lane joining Whitehill.

KCC had indicated that any imposition of a width/weight restriction would incur expenditure which the parish council would have to pay for. There is a possibility of some financial contribution from Cllr Rich Lehmann via his member’s grant.

Regarding the stretch of road between Whitehill and Painters Forstal, a speed survey would be carried out which would look at the average speed. There is potential for “slow” markings on the road.

Regarding the gulley on the left-hand side going down Abbots Hill to the church; KCC do not paint kerbs, and posts cannot be erected. There is potential for a warning ‘narrow road ahead’ sign in both directions. 

Coming up Dark Hill into the village, on the left-hand side there is a pole with nothing on it, a junction warning sign should be erected warning motorist coming down the hill. It would be possible to put a “gate”, and a 30 mph sign coming into the village where the Painters Forstal sign is. Jennie Watson thought that painting 30 mph on the road there would be a good measure. 

It was noted that on Vicarage Lane the ‘unsuitable for HGV’ sign needs to be put in a better and more logical position.

A “gate” could be installed at the triangle at the bottom of the hill, at the Stalisfield Road/Eastling Road junction.

Jennie Watson had produced a revised HIP using the latest KCC template. The Chairman and Cllr B Flynn would review the document and another meeting with Jennie Watson would be arranged.

The member of the public who had read out their recent traffic experience issues thanked Cllr B Flynn and the parish council for their efforts in progressing the HIP with Kent Highways Services. Before the member of the public left the meeting the Chairman thanked him for his ongoing concern about the traffic issues in Porters and Plumford Lanes and acknowledging the resident’s enquiry about joining the PC suggested that in light of the resident’s busy schedule it would be more appropriate for the resident to work alongside the council in relation to the highway issues rather than as a member of the parish council. The chairman also stated the council’s intention to pursue highway improvements via the HIP as long as this proved fruitful, rather than through other actions such as those called for by the resident.

Cllr Rich Lehmann gave the following updates: the A 251 would be closed on 7th November; some KCC meetings had been postponed the following day due to the coming storm; and Swale had launched a parking policy review. Cllr Rich Lehmann left the meeting.
152/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
153/23 Community Hall 
The parish council had discussed the issues related to the Community hall with the representatives of PFCA under public participation.
154/23 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:

22/504036/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.Erection of new barn development for 6no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space. Amended documents and change of description - 02.10.23.  
We welcome the further reduction in the number of dwellings to six. This is a small contribution to addressing the concerns we had previously.

Nevertheless, we remain concerned at the impact and effects of the increase in traffic which will be generated by six additional dwellings, the impact and effects having been set out in our earlier comments dated 7 October 2022 in relation to the prior scheme. These additional effects and impact will need to be taken into account as and when any future applications relating to this site or elsewhere are made which are likely to involve an increase in traffic, either along Water Lane, nearby rural lanes, Watling Street, or the Water Lane/A2 junction. This is particularly the case in respect of the already unacceptable traffic situation and well documented illegal air quality issue at the Water Lane junction with the A2, which vehicular movements to and from this development will only further add to, and given Swale's responsibility to reduce this impact. These additional negative effects will need to be taken into account as and when any future applications are made that might affect traffic at this junction.

We also welcome the proposal to transfer the freehold of the amenity land as shown on the planning drawings to Faversham Town Council as per the application. We would like to see a covenant imposed in this arrangement to ensure that the land is held in perpetuity for public recreational use, and that it is maintained and preserved as such. We see this piece of land as a valuable green space amenity also providing biodiversity benefits.
23/500143/ENF Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SAppeal against Enforcement Notice - Without planning permission, the erection of a stables and kennel buildings, the erection of a timber framed kennel, the alteration of land levels and the stationing of a touring caravan. APP/V2255/C/23/3327594.  The parish council agreed that a response would be sent off to the planning inspectorate.

23/504693/SUB11 Bayfield Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0EFSubmission of details to discharge conditions 3 - Materials, 4 - Hard & Soft Landscaping, 9 - Dwelling Emission Rate and 10 - Water Conservation, Subject to 22/502522/FULL. We have no objections.


Planning applications pending:

23/504136/FULL The Retreat Elverland Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SP.(Retrospective) - Temporary Change of use of the land for the stationing of two static mobiles and two touring caravans for Gypsy/Traveller occupation for a single family for a period of 3 years. Creation of access track and associated hard and soft landscaping.

23/504140/SUB Lorenden Preparatory School Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN.Submission of details to discharge conditions 3 (construction management plan) and 11 (security measures) of planning application 23/501650/FULL.

23/504157/FULL Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA Section 73 - Application for minor material amendment to approved plans condition 2 (to allow amendments to the design, layout and creation of new plant room) pursuant to 19/503077/FULL - Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings. As amended by drawing no's. 1936 01C; 1936 02A; 1936 03; 1936 04B; 1936 05G; 1936 06C; 1936 07F; 1936 08A; 1936 09 and 1936 10

23/503438/FULL Oast View Eastling Road Painters Forstal ME13 0DU. Erection of a conservatory. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Erection of elderly persons care home.

23/502961/LBC Forge Cottage Eastling Road Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW Listed building consent for internal and external alterations including removal of two staircases, insertion of new staircase, removal of posts and replacing structural supports, raising floor level on ground floor, replacement of external door with windows and installation of 2no soil/vent pipes. 

22/505533/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 ORH Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building 

22/504036/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Erection of new barn development for 7no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space.

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SP Siting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective).

22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL

21/504692/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC.

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XU.Outline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

SBC Decisions:
23/502718/FULL White Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0DU Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing garage, including part conversion of garage to an annexe ancillary to the main dwelling house. Revised plans 24.08.23 . Permitted.

23/502110/MOD 106 Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN.Modification of planning obligation under section 2 (i) of s106 agreement relation to reference sw/93/361 to allow increase in the pupil numbers at the school from 120 to 140. Permitted.

155/23 Finance
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1622 To Ospringe Church for room rent for November meeting £20.00 

Chq no 1623 To Streetlights Ltd for 3rd quarter lighting maintenance contract £248.70

Chq no 1624 To Swale BC reimburse for uncontested election May 2023 £124.60

Direct debit to Hugofox Limited £11.99 for website service.

Receipts: 2nd instalment of lighting grant (£357.50) and 2nd instalment of the Precept (£5,507.50)



Payments for Approval:-
Allotment Account

Chq no 0388 To Tony Hoile for grass cutting and mowing £117.99

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills: Nothing to report

Budget variances 
Less spent on election as election was uncontested
Less spent on Audit as OPC had resolved not to undertake External Audit 
A potential PWLB loan has not been taken out as budgeted for 
Less spent on associated expenses related to PWLB loan 

The Clerk had circulated a bank reconciliation as at 3rd October 2023 and budget monitoring document before the meeting.
156/23 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence
157/23 Members’ reports 
Cllr A Bowles reported that the KALC AGM would be on 18th November and that he would be attending. Cllr R Simmons reported that the Christmas tree festival would be the first weekend in December.
158/23 Any other business- there was none.

Meeting ended at 9.20pm
Next meeting: 6th December 2023 
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