Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 12th June 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili   


B Flynn


P Griffin 


R Simmons



L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
 H Williams 
Cllr A Bowles 
179/13
Public Participation


Mr Tovey updated the parish council on progress of Brogdale application SW/13/0409 which had been to Swale Planning Committee; a site visit was agreed for 28th June and the matter returns to Swale Planning Committee on 4th July. The Chairman was asked to attend the site meeting but may not be able to do so.  Mr Tovey passed to the Parish Council a list of the actual movements of vehicles to and from Butcher of Brogdale that he had noted, and also a document that Butcher of Brogdale had submitted to the planning meeting.  Cllr Simmons informed the meeting she had attended Swale Planning Meeting to speak on behalf of OPC but was not aware that at the meeting on 4th July no more verbal submissions are allowed; she felt that this had not been made at all clear to those present at the meeting and will take this up with Swale Planning Committee. Mr Herrington spoke briefly on the Brogdale application.

Mr Herrington and one other resident were in attendance to hear about further developments re the Neighbourhood Plan.

180/13 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 15th May 2013.
181/13
Matters Arising

Direct Tech – vandalised lamp: the Chairman has inspected this and all seems to be working so we will not go ahead with diffuser replacement at the current time.

Footpath repairs – Clerk still to contact KCC footpaths.  Cllr Prescott commented that forms for the £250 grant he had promised would shortly be going out. 

Bank Mandate Forms – the Clerk still needs to action these so that Cllrs Griffin and Williams can become signatories.

Brogdale – Chris Hildyard of GWF had not yet responded to the Clerk’s letter about car park lighting timers and bottle banks.


Damaged Child Swing in Play area:  Chairman had inspected and will order a suitable replacement.  He has also established who is responsible for pathway repairs at Swale so they can make good the eroded footways there, and will also seek for the goal mouth to be infilled and reseeded.

Parish Councillor memberships – Cllr Simmons will speak with Cllr Griffin outside of the meeting to see whether KALC Swale area committee membership is something she can take on. Another parish councillor for Lorenden Trust membership is on hold while the membership is reconfigured with Swale BC.


Ospringe School – Clerk had submitted the parish council’s views to the KCC consultation and will find out from Cllr Bowles what were his views.  Apparently Faversham Town Council offered no objections via the consultation but many local residents have done so.

182/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are three vacancies for Councillors and a full complement of councillors is much needed.  The Chairman urged Councillors to encourage suitable applicants.
183/13
Neighbourhood Plan

The Chairman had not been able to arrange the initial meeting of what is intended to be the steering group, originally scheduled for June.  Both he and Cllr Flynn had however both discovered much useful information; Cllr Flynn by personal contact with the chairman of an Oxfordshire council whose neighbourhood plan has been completed, and the Chairman by speaking to the support team at DCLG. Work had also gone on behind the scenes. The vice chairman urged that this matter must start to progress and it was therefore agreed to arrange a meeting, which all interested parties who either live or work in the parish may attend.  Depending on the availability of the new neighbourhood plan administrator, Mrs Marion Moore, and Brian Lloyd of CPRE, the date will be 18th July at 7.30 pm or 15th July at 7.30pm. The chairman will invite attendees to the meeting by email and the date will be widely disseminated around the parish and on the website.  The parish council agreed with the proviso that although they intend to commence the process and are fully behind it, it, the neighbourhood plan will only be continued to completion if there are the volunteers and the funds to secure a successful outcome.
184/13
Planning

SW/13/0409 – The Clerk had written to Swale Planning with the parish council’s objections.  Cllr Prescott had obtained the site visit on 28th June and the Chairman thanked him for that. The parish council is very concerned that if this alteration to operating hours is allowed to go ahead it will provide a template for present and future businesses at Brogdale.


Appeal  APP V2255 A 13 2195272 land to rear of Bay Banks – The Clerk had written to the Appeals Inspectorate with Ospringe Parish Council’s objections to this appeal.

SW/13/0600 – Judds Folly Hotel, Syndale Park, Change of use of courtyard house from residential to commercial for hotel bedrooms.  No objections but the parish council would like to see a condition attached that there are no external alterations as this is in a conservation area.


SW/13/0617  - The Granary, Plumford Lane: replacement of existing conservatory with summer room.  No objections.


SW/13/0646 – The Bungalow, Plumford Lane: single storey rear extension and internal alterations to provide access to loft conversion.  Cllr Simmons declared an interest.  No objections.

SW/13/0690 – Parsonage Farm Bungalow – application to remove agricultural occupancy condition.  This is a reapplication, having last applied November 2012.  The Clerk will pass the previous paperwork to the Chairman and it was agreed that subject to his not ascertaining any information to significantly alter the parish council’s opinion, the parish council will offer no objections subject to this alteration being in accord with Swale’s policies and on the assumption that Swale are satisfied with the supporting statements.


TPO 11 of 2010: School House, Painter’s Forstal. Due to severe disability the residents had asked for the parish council’s support for removal of a TPO on a tree on their driveway to improve access.  The parish council accordingly wrote a letter of support to Swale Planning. The resident has verbally confirmed to the chairman that a replacement tree will be provided elsewhere in the parish.

KALC – circulation of information about government plans for extended permitted development rights for householders.


KALC – circulation of NALC policy briefing on DCMS consultation re simplifying the planning process for mobile signal aerials.
195/13
Finance

Current account expenditure

Chairman’s expenses

£20.00


Aon Insurance

£525.44


The Clerk had obtained a discount on annual insurance of over 50%; the original quote from Aon was £1,109.60.

196/13
Correspondence

KALC invitation to attend Councillors’ Conference on 13th July.  

Citizens Advice Bureau – letter of thanks for parish council’s £25.00 donation.


Mr Michael Batey had responded to the Clerk’s query about Ospringe Chronicles no longer being delivered except on request. He said it was a matter of volunteers to do the folding and delivering of 800 copies and also a question of finance. Cllr Griffin will speak to him and see if some financial support would be of assistance.  Cllr Flynn will provide a link to the online version via the front page of OPC website.


Swale Cleansing Dept – Chairman had been in correspondence with them over the lack of regular bin emptying at Joyce Field allotments.


KCC street lighting consultation and pilot trial switch-off in Faversham area.  Councillors were unable to agree whether they and parishioners would prefer more or the same amount of lighting or would be agreeable to less; an informal consultation undertaken by the parish council in early 2011 had also revealed divided opinion in the parish. Accordingly it was agreed not to contribute to the consultation.


DCLG – information of guidance re community infrastructure levy.

Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – notification of next meeting to be held 27th June.


KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda and papers for meeting held 3rd June.

Faversham Local Engagement Forum – agenda for meeting held 11th June.


Swale Joint Transportation Board – agenda for meeting held 10th June.


Faversham Town Council – notification of Creek neighbourhood plan exhibition held 7th-8th June.


NALC – update on NALC chairman’s meeting with DCLG Minister re Localism Bill.

Swale BC – notification that in future parish councillors will not be asked to give an annual update of their register of members’ interests but must instead undertake to inform Swale of any changes.


KALC – notification of consultation ending 16th July re proposed new Lower Thames Crossing.


Southern Water – water resources management plan questionnaire.

197/13
Cllr Simmons reported on a meeting of Lorenden Trust; lottery funding is being sought for park improvements including possibility of a wildlife pond.
198/13
Any Other Business


The Clerk asked councillors to note that she will be on holiday from 28th June to 13th July.

The meeting ended at 10.50pm.     

Next meeting: Wednesday 17th July at 7.30pm
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