Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 5th January 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained and face coverings worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.33pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
R Simmons 
B Flynn – Vice Chairman 
A Bowles 
C Elworthy

Cllr D Simmons

K Lockwood Clerk 

Apologies: 
A Greason

Cllr Rich Lehmann.
001/22 Parish Councillor vacancies
Cllr A Bowles had completed all the necessary sections of the Members Interest form. 
002/22 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept
003/22 Public Participation. 
A member of the public attended to express his concern about the speed of individual cars on Porters Lane.  It was pointed out that any reduction in overall traffic levels could make this problem worse as there would be fewer vehicles to slow down traffic.  The Parish Council have a long-term project to look at various measures including engaging a Highways consultant to look at the long-standing traffic issues on the lanes in the Parish.   Cllr Bowles reminded the meeting that David Brazier is the KCC Cabinet Member for highways. The resident left the meeting.
004/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2021.
005/22 Matters arising

Shepherd Neame’s planning proposals for the Queen Court Barns site:- The Chairman intends to talk to J Irwin of Faversham Town Council about the matter.

Unneighbourly behaviour and burning of unsuitable materials:-  There continue to be no further updates.

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:- There is nothing further to report since the last meeting.

Action: The Chairman to write to Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane,  and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.

Playground:- The purchase of foot pegs for the rocker was in hand.

Speed Watch:- No further updates.

Lorry Watch- Chairman has looked out information sent by Cllr H Williams.

Lighting: No further updates.

GDPR and Website Review:- A meeting between the Chairman and Cllr B Flynn and Satswana had been arranged.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 This would be an Agenda item going forward. The Clerk had written to PFCA and received responses.  The PC would suggest meeting with PFCA for some coordination
for the Jubilee. The Council thought that having a beacon could be an appropriate way of marking the occasion and discussed the type of beacon options and the practicalities of each including location.   Further research would be done. The Council noted that the beacon would need to be registered with the Pageant Master and a Risk Assessment would need to be done if the PC wanted to go ahead with a beacon.  The PC would also need to contact the Fire Brigade for advice. The Chairman urged councillors to read the documents on the Queen’s Jubilee beacon website.
The Council had agreed to plant a commemorative tree(s) and possibly a Green canopy and would look into the logistics of different options.  The Council felt that it could best participate in the celebrations by way of contributing specific elements. 

Cllr D Simmons informed the Council that grants were available from Swale BC to Parish Councils and community organisations for the occasion.  The PC would look into making a grant application. 

Action: The Clerk to write to the Insurance company to see if they could provide any proformas or advice documents. 

The Location of Fire Hydrants in the Parish:- The information had been collected. 

Action: Clerk to establish the next steps.

Local Plan Review:-No further updates.

The Grazing Licence:-No further updates

Lighting Grant removal:-This proposal had been withdrawn by Swale BC.

Outbreak Management fund:-The PC notes that the fund is available for expenses that would not have occurred if it were not for COVID 19. The PC had incurred expenses such a swing removal for social distancing and cleaning equipment. The Chairman will look at making an application but any grant if obtained would be modest.

The War Memorial:-The memorial requires some repair work; replacement of 2 letters and reblacking of the other letters.  An assistant church warden and Swale BC had been in communication with the Parish Council about the matter. In the past the parish council had looked after the memorial.  

Action: The Chairman would do further investigation into this

Councillor emails:-Some issues had been encountered. Cllr C Elworthy would review when time allows.

006/22 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:

21/506314/FULL Stable Cottage Belmont Paddocks Scooks Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AD.  Erection of single storey rear flat roof extension with parapet edge.  We do not object but would prefer a design more in keeping with the existing structures.

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. We have reviewed the documents in the application and we defer to the views of the technical experts.

Planning Applications pending:

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT.

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 

21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. 

21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 22 - Green infrastructure and biodiversity management plan subject to 15/504264/OUT. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/504300/FULL Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SP.  Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective).

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans. The Council notes that the applicant is still in discussion with Swale BC.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

There are still extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
21/505903/TCA Lorenden Preparatory School Painters Forstal Road Ospringe ME13 0EN Conservation Area Notification for 1 x Ash (A1) -Fell, 1 x Ash (A2) -Raising of crown (As shown on photo), 1 x Rowen - Fell, 3 x Ash (T46, T4,T1) Raising of crowns (As Shown on photos), other dead branches to be removed as agreed with Paul Hegley 22.10.21. No objections

21/504304/NMAMD Land at Perry Court, London Road Faversham ME13 8YA.  Non material amendment related to 19/500970/SUB (Condition 12 of original application ref 17/506603REM) substitute brick types for certain plots due to supply issues as detailed in the covering letter.  Permitted.

20/506079/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 9 (Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) Subject to 17/506603/REM Permitted.

21/505967/FULLWhite Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DUDemolition of existing extension and erection of a new single-storey rear extension and rear dormer window. Refused.


Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

20/503542/PNPA PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/21/3272347 Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe. Linked Appeal with appeal reference APP/V2255/W/21/3272387. In progress

The Clerk had circulated the list of planning applications before the meeting.
007/22 Budget and Precept 2022-23
The Clerk circulated a draft budget document for 2022-2023 which if adopted and followed would result in a budget shortfall requiring use of reserves.  The Council considered the budget and noted there is projected to be an income surplus in the current year. This surplus includes expenditure for a Highways consultant etc which has not been incurred in the current year but will be carried forward as a long-term project and hence expenditure. The Council also noted that the lighting grant would not be removed for next year thus preserving this element of income.

When considering the Budget the Council noted that in the future it is likely there would be substantial expenditure needed for playground improvements which is not fully factored into the budget figures.

There may be a possibility of some money from the ward councillor’s fund for a year Zoom subscription. The ward councillor’s offer of assistance was gratefully acknowledged. There is also potential funding from Swale BC’s Platinum Jubilee grants.

The Parish Council appreciates that inflationary costs are likely to be a burden on residents in the coming year and are mindful of this in the setting of both expenditure and precept.

The Parish Council considered and unanimously resolved to adopt the Budget for 2022-23. 
After a discussion about a small increase the council unanimously resolved to set the Precept at £7,875 keeping the figure the same as last year, noting the effect this would have on anticipated income and hence reserves. The Clerk will circulate the Budget taking both the approved income and expenditure into account, and this will be used as the monitoring document for 2022/23.

008/22 Finance

Payments for Approval: -

OPC Current Account

Chq no 1537 To Ospringe Church for January meeting £20.00

Chq no 1538 To Satswana for Data Protection Services £180.00

Receipts:-None to report.

Allotment Account

Payments for Approval: None 

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills:- None to report.

Expenditure verses budget 
Main variances have been reported previously in the last meeting.

The Clerk had circulated a Bank Reconciliation as at 23rd November 2021 and budget monitoring document. 
009/22 Community Hall Funding request 
The Council had received an update from PFCA. A response would be sent to PFCA.
010/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 
011/22 Litterpick dates 
12th March was agreed as an appropriate date.  Action: The Chairman to contact Swale BC to ask about available assistance. 
012/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk

Email from KALC SAC re meeting cancellation with G Myneham and J Freeman - noted.   Action: Clerk to email Jeff Tutt to see if he had heard of any updates. 
Email re Eastern Area Committee cancellation – noted. 
Email from Kent Tree and Pond wardens re visit to Syndale – noted.
Email from KALC -KALC News November/December 2021 – noted. 
Email from J Herrington re Traffic -noted.
Email from Swale Kent Police re Community Voice engagement tool – noted.
Email from Swale BC re Local Councils’ Liaison Forum-noted.
013/22 Dates for meetings 2022-23
The Clerk had circulated a list of meeting dates for 2022-23.  It was agreed that 8th of June and 13th July would work best from the options given for those months. 
014/22 Members’ reports There were none.

015/22 Any other business There was none
Meeting ended at 9.11pm
Next meeting 2nd February 2022 7.30 pm

1

