 Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th January 2016 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman


B Flynn 



H Williams

L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:

R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 



J Dean-Kimili  

A Greason

S Wright

Cllr C Prescott


Cllr A Bowles 

001/16
Dispensations


Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall 
002/16
Public Participation

There was no public participation.
003/16 
Signing of Minutes –

All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd December 2015.
004/16
Matters Arising


Drainage:  Chairman had been in contact with KCC Drainage dept who had responded with the offer of a site visit; the chairman will attend and point out the parish drainage ‘hotspots’.  


Highways:  Chairman will contact Kent Highways about various potholes and also to discuss the suggestion for Stalisfield Rd junction that has come from a parishioner.

Speedwatch:  OPC hopes to have three attendees at a speedwatch training event on 18th January, 6.30pm at Doddington Village Hall. It is hoped the attendees will be Cllr Dean-Kimili and two residents.  Newnham PC have a speed indicator device that they would be willing to lend, either as a try-out or on terms to be agreed.


Street lighting upgrade: Chairman will try to chase up the certificate for the revised inventory so that electricity usage can be revised downwards with EDF Energy.


Litterpick Sat 5th March: This will be part of Clean for the Queen.  Clerk will confirm details of street freighter rubbish collection with Swale.
005/16
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
006/16
Champion Hall

Chairman reported it is still hoped that the Methodist Church can be persuaded to at least defer the sale at auction while the parish continues to seek to purchase the hall.
007/16
Neighbourhood Plan

Councillors agreed that it would be useful to progress this but the lack of a full complement of councillors to cope with the substantial demands of generating a neighbourhood plan is of concern.
008/16
Local Community Assets


Swale BC had been in contact with the Chairman to say they were prepared to commence the legal process of transferring the playground to OPC.    It was agreed the Chairman will inform Swale that OPC have not yet confirmed their interest in the transfer and he will seek further information on likely costs and demands on the parish before a final decision is made.  


Chairman has also commenced the process of registering Joyce Field as a community asset.  At future meetings OPC will consider other assets that may benefit from being registered as community assets.

009/16
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment


Chairman had circulated the revised Financial Regulations.  It was Resolved to adopt the revised Financial Regulations dated 6th January 2016.   

Chairman had circulated the revised Risk Assessment.  Some minor updates were made at the meeting and It was Resolved to adopt the revised Risk Assessment dated 6th January 2016.

Revision of the current Standing Orders will be dealt with at next parish council meetings.
010/16
Planning

15/510199/NMAMD to 14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house.  No comments, but Council will check that the structure being built has not added an attic window - which was not on the approved plans.

15/510499/FULL – Retrospective.The Retreat, Faversham Road, Newnham – siting of two mobile homes. Ospringe Parish Council strongly objects and clerk will write to Swale Planning accordingly.


Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Swale Planning have confirmed they cannot find a planning permission for the new access and parking area and so will be asking their enforcement officer to investigate.  Clerk to send reminder to Graham Thomas.


Land opposite Woodside - Clerk to contact Swale Planning to find out if progress has been made regarding the Planning contravention notice.

011/16
Precept

DCLG have confirmed that they will not be subjecting local authorities and parish councils to referendum principles over precept-raising in 2016-17.

The Clerk had circulated a note of the current status of bank accounts, reserves and expenditure, which formed the basis of the discussion on precept for the forthcoming financial year. In 2016-17 there are likely to be higher costs related to insurance, cost of meetings, and relocation or purchase of parish noticeboard.  There is also the LED lighting project which will give us long term energy cost savings. Currently our annual expenditure is higher than income from precept and lighting grant, resulting in declining reserves year on year, and an unsustainable policy.  

Accordingly it was Resolved to increase the precept from £6,500 to £7,000 in 2016-17.  It was noted that the average actual increase in payment by each dwelling in the parish would only be modest.

 012/16
Finance

Current Account Payments



Chq 1336 HMRC – Clerk PAYE for Oct-Dec 2015
£108.40 

Chq 1299 Liz Melville – Clerk wages Oct-Dec 2015 plus £10 poppy crosses
 £443.40 


Chq 1338 Streetlights – lighting conversion x 2 LEDs
£308.40

Chq 1339 Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses inc Land Registry searches
£20.00

Following the meeting the Clerk emailed parish councillors seeking their approval of an application for transparency fund grant money for a scanner, dongle and internet access and projector.  Clerk then sent the application to KALC for processing.


013/16
Correspondence

Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Kent – invitation to Annual Civic Service on 15th March.

Christmas card and update of activities from MP Helen Whately.


Christmas card from Streetlights.


KALC – policy document on CCTV Code of Practice certification.


Kent Highways – consultation on proposed permanent lorry area adjacent to M20. Comments required by 25th January.



Email from local resident informing the Council of his report to Kent Highways of potholes on Faversham Road at Syndale.
014/16
Members’ reports

There were no members’ reports.
015/16
Dates of meeting 2016-17

The Clerk circulated a list of suggested dates and the parish council agreed to these dates.
016/16
Any other business

There was no other business

The meeting ended at 10.30 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd February 2016 at 7.30pm
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