Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 15th July 2020. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID:81360763234 Password: 503656. The meeting commenced at 7.34pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn –Vice-chairman
R Simmons joined the meeting at 7.55pm
C Elworthy

Cllr A Bowles 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
A Greason
J Dean-Kimili
H Williams
Cllr D Simmons
062/20 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
063/20 Public Participation
There was no formal public participation however two members of the public were in attendance. The Chairman explained the procedures of the virtual meeting.
064/20 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th June 2020.
065/20 Matters arising

19/506013/OUT Brogdale Collections planning application for a new visitor centre:- The neighbours at Brogdale Farm cottages had not received notification of the planning application. Action: The Chairman intends to follow this up with the planning officer.

Highway Matters: - There are a couple of gullies at the bottom of Dark Hill which need to be looked at. The white lines on the Stalisfield Road junction and in the village have been reinstated, but the ones on the Plumford Lane junction had yet to be done. The resurfacing of the road through the village up to Eastling had been carried out but the iron work has still not been raised back to the level of the new tarmac which is a hazard and has been reported to KHS, and is hopefully being addressed.  There is a pothole in the inside of the bend of Painters Forstal Road coming into the village which needs to be looked at and has also been reported.

Highway Drainage on the Brogdale Road:- Garry Gibbs was in the process of chasing up the developers about installing the roadside markers outside Perry Court to stop traffic driving on the verge.

Lighting: - Ken Bonner was still waiting to hear from the suppliers regarding the problem with the LED lamps.  Cllr H Williams is still willing to look into alternative maintenance suppliers but wishes to establish the current contractual arrangements first. The work needed on the column in Bayfield is still to be carried out.  This would need to be a budgetary item.
Action: The Chairman to look out the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to check whether the UKPN work for the new supply to Column L is contestable.

Playground equipment:- In accordance with the Government’s guidelines the Playground is now open for use.  The Chairman had carried out a risk assessment in accordance with the Council’s insurer’s advice.  There is volunteer rota in place to ensure that the equipment is regularly disinfected.  One of the seats of each of the two sets of swings has been removed for social distancing purposes.  The Chairman had received encouraging comments about the new climbing frame and the reopening of the playground.  The RoSpa inspection is due later in July. 
Action: Chairman to email details of the report to councillors.

GDPR:- Some councillors had activated their new councillor email accounts, others are in the process of doing so.

Gypsy and Traveller issues:- The council feels that the lack of enforcement action by Swale BC , and the lack of response from the Enforcement department is a significant problem and an issue felt across the borough. Cllr David Simmons is looking into the matter. 

Rural Lanes:-Since the last meeting there had been another incident of a vehicle causing damage to D Simmon’s wall.  
Cllr B Flynn was in the process of getting further quotes from Highways consultants.  The council would only move forward with hiring a consultant when the traffic is back up to normal levels.  
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles. 

The dangerous parking on the A251 and cars blocking the A251 end of Porters Lane from people visiting the poppy field opposite Porters Lane is still a concern to the council.
Cllr C Elworthy reported Porters Lane had been closed for a week which resulted in a sharp increase of traffic on Plumford Lane. This demonstrates the need to look at the lanes collectively and should be a reference point when outlining the parameters to the Highways consultant. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC as the poppy field falls within the Parish of Sheldwich.
Cllr A Bowles would send the Chairman the email address of the Chairman of Sheldwich PC.
066/20 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits as there were still two vacancies to be filled.
067/20 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations approval for 2020.
If the council decides to resolve to introduce Online Banking then the Financial regulations will need to be amended to accommodate the change.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 

Cllr A Bowles left the meeting.
068/20 Planning 
Syndale Park Care Home application: The council has formulated some points to send to the planning agent.
Action: The Clerk to send these to the agent.

Planning applications for consideration:- The Clerk had circulated the planning list prior to the meeting.

20/502489/ADV Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Advertisement Consent for 1no. Internally Illuminated Fascia Sign, 1no. Internally Illuminated Projecting Sign, 2no. Internally Illuminated Panel Signs, 1no. Internally Illuminated Freestanding Totem, 1no. Double sided Post Mounted Sign. we comment as follows: we support and agree with the comments of Mrs Brissenden and Mr Mulford.

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. Revised plans. We comment as follows: the amended plans do not address the concerns we have made previously, or those of KCC.

20/502760/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 (Existing Trees and/or Hedges for Removal/to be Retained) Subject to 18/502735/FULL. We comment as follows: we endorse the preservation of trees.

20/502965/NMAMD- Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Non-material amendment: Alterations to supermarket element of approval, as per covering letter dated 03/07/20 (relates to original application ref: 18/502735/FULL).  No objections.

19/505616/FULL The Coach House Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Demolition of existing Conservatory. Erection of single storey rear and side extensions. Revised plans 20.5.20.  We comment as follows: after considering the proposals outlined in the revised plans we are prepared to modify our views expressed previously regarding the closeness of the extension to the adjacent road, but only with a caveat that the outermost part of the proposed extension is a minimum of 2.8 metres from the front boundary.

20/502897/FULL 4 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF  Demolition of existing side extension and erection of a two storey side/rear extension. (Resubmission of 19/502890/FULL).  No objections.
19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works. Amended plans 29.05.2020 & Amended plans 06.07.2020. We comment as follows: the modifications made to the design of the holiday lets and stables do not impact the concerns we have previously expressed and therefore they do not alter our previous views and objections to the application.

The amended plans do not address the concerns we have previously made about the Traffic Assessment underestimating the amount of traffic that would be generated by the proposals. Traffic levels have already been increased as a result of other increases in the business activities at the location.  The Design and Access statement in the amended plans does not address predicted levels of traffic or types of traffic. The holiday lets, stabling and the sand school will all encourage an increase in vehicle movements including horseboxes on rural lanes that are unsuitable for heavy traffic flows and that are already under pressure from overuse. While we are not against the development of the local rural economy we feel that the size and impact of the proposed development is out of keeping and inappropriate in this location.

In regards to the design of the buildings proposed in the plans we consider them to be very modern and not in keeping with buildings in the area, notwithstanding the amendments to the original design.

We would add that we would expect both planning consents (applications 19/502483/FULL and 19/502484/FULL)to be considered in conjunction with each other as they are both intertwined, although separate applications.


Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate
1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full, PINS ref APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL).  We comment as follows: we reiterate the comments we have previously made.

Cllr A Bowles rejoined  the meeting.

Planning applications pending:
19/505888/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA . Conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. 19/505890/LBC Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Listed Building Consent for conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.

19/505616/FULL The Coach House Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RR.  Demolition of existing Conservatory. Erection of single storey rear and side extension.  Revised plans.(See comments above).

19/506038/REM Land Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG.  Reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, including external lighting and pedestrian crossing following an outline application 18/500041/OUT for erection of a new Community Hall, outside recreational facilities and car parking. 

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works. Revised plans. (See comments above).

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. (See comments above).

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH. Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms.

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1).
20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY. Erection of 58 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure, and the realignment of drive and parking for the Oasthouse.
20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/500398/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to condition 14 (Details and cross sections of the amenity bund) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. (See comments above).


19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/500844/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 3 no. houses with parking and gardens. (Resubmission 19/504178/FULL 
20/502247/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Materials Schedule subject to 18/503057/FULL. 
There are also a number of other extant Perry Court planning applications.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 
SBC Decisions:
20/501943/FULL. 1 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB. Erection of a two storey boat shed at the rear of garden in location of former shed and greenhouse. Permitted.

20/500701/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to Condition 4 - (details of existing and proposed site levels and finished floor levels), Condition 9 (details of Renewable Energy measures), Condition 10 (details of electric vehicle charging facilities), Condition 12 (details of both hard and soft landscape works) and Condition 20 (Construction Method Statement) in relation to planning permission 18/503057/FULL. Permitted.

20/501031/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Submission of details pursuant to condition 6 - (Noise Levels) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. Permitted.
20/501829/FULL Oaks Cottage Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RR.Replacement of existing workshop and outbuildings, with three stables boxes, hay and feed store. Permitted.

For information only.20/502705/LAWPRO Crossways Cottage Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Lawful Development Certificate for a proposed single storey rear extension.  Met the criteria.

Faversham Neighbourhood Plan:-The Chairman and the Clerk had met with John Irwin and H Goodwin and the deputy Clerk of Faversham Town Council who provided an update on the Faversham Neighbourhood plan which is in the consultation stage.  There are a number of potential development sites as part of the Swale’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) which will have an impact on both Faversham Town and Ospringe. The parish council are happy to liaise with Faversham TC on the sites which will be considered by Swale BC as part of the emerging local plan.  The council agreed to ask Harold Goodwin to a future council meeting so all councillors would have the opportunity to hear his perspective on the SHLAA and the development of potential sites in the Faversham area. 
Action: The Chairman to contact Faversham TC to inform them that the council would agree to liaise with them about the SHLAA allocation of sites for potential development. 
Action: The Chairman to email Harold Goodwin to invite him to a council meeting to share his views about the sites.

Ospringe School use of Allotment track:- The Chairman had met with the school regarding their request to use the Allotment track for Years 5 and 6 school year groups to use to access the school entrance in September to enable safe and distanced entry and exiting of the school site. The council are happy for this to happen as long as the use of the Allotment track is kept to strict timings. 
Action: The Chairman to convey this to Ospringe School and document the agreed terms.

069/20 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 2nd July 2020 and budget monitoring document which included projected full year spend and income and use of reserves.

The Chairman reported that a new mower would need to be purchased for the Allotments. Groundwork and rubbish clearance would be needed and would incur expenditure.  The hedging and fencing work on the Allotments is moving forward. 

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1476 To CPRE 2020-2021 subscription £38.00
Chq no 1477 K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom meeting July only £14.39
Chq no 1478 To CAB Swale donation £25.00

Receipts: - 
Allotment Account
Payments for Approval:
Chq no 0336 To T Hoile for grass cutting 

EDF bills:- 1ST April—30 June 2020 bill £225.09 incl VAT. 

The Certificate of Exemption for financial year 2019-2020 has been sent to the External Auditor PKF Littlejohn. 

Expenditure verses budget 
Main variances:
OPC has spent less on Audit as the council decided to exempt itself from External Audit
OPC has spent more on Lighting repairs due to work on Column B
OPC has spent more on Clerk due to one off payment for 20 hours extra work and NALC agreed payscales pay increase to £10.16
OPC has used some of its reserves towards the purchase of the climbing frame.
070/20 Online Banking
Cllr B Flynn reported that the bank had informed him that in order for the council to set up online banking; the council would need to make a resolution to move to online banking, provide a copy of the signed Minutes of the meeting when the resolution was made to the bank and a completed form with authorised signature so that the Clerk could make payments on behalf of the council with an upper limit.  
Action: Cllr B Flynn to check with the bank whether more than one person could carry out online banking. 
Action: The Chairman to check with KALC whether online banking was commonly used by parish councils to conduct their financial business. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs.
071/20 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
Email from a prospective resident of Perry Court resident. Noted.  
Action: Clerk to respond.

Email from Cllr A Greason regarding a piece of angle iron post protruding from head of the footpath immediately adjacent to the front left wall of the Champion hall which is a trip hazard. Noted. Chairman has this in hand.
072/20 Members’ reports – There were none.
073/20 Any other business:-There was none.
It was agreed to keep the Zoom subscription in place for August.

The meeting ended at 9.25pm.  Next meeting: September 2nd2020. An extraordinary meeting was held on 13th August 2020.

6

