 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th April 2016 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter & St Paul, Water Lane.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:		A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn - Vice Chairman 
	J Dean-Kimili  
	A Greason 
	R Simmons  
	S Wright
	Cllr C Prescott	
	Cllr A Bowles 
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:		H Williams

The Chairman welcomed the council to its first meeting in the church rooms.	 
		
031/16	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall 

033/16	Public Participation
	There was no public participation.

034/16 	Signing of Minutes 
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2016.

035/16	Matters Arising
		Drainage:  Some drainage issues in the parish have been addressed including the gully outside Whitehill which has been uncovered and unblocked. It was noted that this gully flows into Lorenden Park. There are still flooding issues at Vicarage Lane and on the corner of Water Lane and Mutton Lane (after heavy rainfall).The gullies at the bottom of bay Hill and at the top of Bay Hill are yet to be done.  Chairman will continue to pursue.
	Highways:  Chairman had reported the detritus collecting in the middle of some lanes but is unsure if this will be taken care of. Cllr Bowles reported there is only one parish road due to be resurfaced in 2016/17 which is disappointing as Chairman had hoped that Bay Hill and Vicarage Lane would be listed too.  Roadside verges – the one by Cades Orchard is badly rutted.  Councillors agreed to pay Tony Hoile for a couple of hours to fix it. 
	Speedwatch:  Clerk is awaiting the assessment from Kent Police following the site meeting.  It was agreed Clerk would ask Guy Rollinson if he could offer any advice on how to extend the 30mph limit down Whitehill.
	Street lighting upgrade: The revised certificate for the lighting inventory is still not forthcoming. Clerk will check the next energy bill from EDF to see if costs have gone down.
	Litterpick Sat 5th March: Cllr Dean-Kimili reported a successful litterpick in Water Lane.  It was agreed that Clerk will look into purchasing litter pickers for residents to use and next year just focusing on Water Lane area for an organised litterpick.
036/16	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.

037/16	Champion Hall
	Chairman reported that Champion Hall is now closed and going to auction on 3rd May 2016.

039/16	Local Community Assets
	Chairman is awaiting confirmation that St Johns College have not challenged the designation of Joyce Field as a community asset. The decision at the March 2016 meeting not to go ahead with a lease of the Painter’s Forstal playground may be reconsidered; it was agreed to review this after information on maintenance of the footpath along the Bayfield houses has been obtained.

040/16	Standing Orders
	Chairman discussed with Councillors a number of queries/options on the draft SOs which he is updating, which will enable him to continue with their preparation. It was agreed that OPC will adopt a press and media policy; the Chairman will normally speak on behalf of the parish council, and vice-chairman in his absence.  Individual councillors may speak to the press at any time as long as they make it clear they are speaking as individuals and not representing the parish council, and that the parish council is then informed of what has been said or written.

041/16	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council meeting 
	11th May 2016 to be held in the church room.  It was agreed that the Clerk will invite the usual parish representatives to give an update on activities.  

042/16	Planning
	15/504264/OUT Perry Court Development –Swale Planning Committee on 31st March approved the outline application which has been extremely disappointing for both the parish council and many local residents.
	16/501811/FULL Hillside, Well Lane – First floor side extension with balcony etc.  No objections but we regard the design as rather unattractive and would have preferred to see something more sympathetic to the AONB.
	16/501870/FULL  Slips Cottage, Painter’s Forstal Road – Erection of extension and conservatory.  No objections.
	16/502277/FULL 3 Scotts Farm Cottages, Hansletts Lane – Two storey side/rear extension.  No objections.
	16/502244/TCA Swallows Rest – fell hybrid Oak.  Clerk to circulate further information so councillors can comment.
	15/510199/NMAMD to 14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house. Enforcement matter – Swale planning have been awaiting a response from the applicants.
	15/510499/FULL – Retrospective. The Retreat, Faversham Road, Newnham – siting of two mobile homes.  Clerk had responded to Planning Inspectorate re the enforcement and stop notice, and to Swale Planning about the retrospective application which goes to Planning Committee on 7th April.
	15/509545/FULL Hill Top Farm, Elverland Lane - Removal of condition 1 of SW/10/1446 (Application to vary condition 1 of planning permission SW/05/1316 (personal & temporary condition) to make the planning permission permanent or vary the condition for a further temporary permission for 4 years.  Clerk had sent the response to Swale Planning.
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Swale Enforcement were to contact the owner about the new access and parking area which requires planning permission.  Clerk will chase.
	Land opposite Woodside – Matter ongoing. Clerk to chase.	
Vicarage Lane Woodyard – The enforcement notice has been upheld but the applicant has 3 months to cease activities.
043/16	Finance
	Current Account Payments
	Chq 12226 - void
		Chq 1227 Swale BC – grass cutting 2015-16 (chq dated 30th March 2016)	£532.28 
	Chq 1228 Ospringe PCC for church room hire April 2016	£20.00 
	Chq 1229 KALC – Membership 2016-17	£257.93
	Chq 1230 CPRE – Membership 2016-17	£38.00
	Chq 1231 Lorrie Clark – Whitehill chapel setting up 2015-16	£25.00
	Chq 1232 Canterbury & Coastal Methodist Circuit for hall hire 2015-16	£260.00
	Chq 1233 Diane Malley – PAYE services 2016-17	£58.00

	Allotment Account Payments
	Chq 0278  St Johns College – Joyce Field rent 6 months ending Apr 2016	£500.00
	Chq 0279  Void
	Chq 0280  Tony Hoile – Mowing and strimming allotments	£162.75
	Chq 0281  Tony Hoile – honorarium 2015-16	£270.00
	Chq 0282  Andrew Keel – expenses allotment rent letters	£85.00
		Current Account Receipts
	From KALC (from UK Transparency fund) for purchase of a scanner	£??

044/16	Annual Return 2015-16 and appointment of Internal Auditor
	The parish council reviewed the auditing procedures in 2014-15 and agreed this had been effective.  It was Resolved to appoint Mr Kevin Funnell to undertake the annual internal audit 2015-16.  Scope of the audit:
•	The Minute Book – is the minute book up to date, business conducted in accordance with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and properly reflecting and recording resolutions by the Council, specifically when authorizing amendments to regulations and expenditure of Parish funds.
•	Standing Orders – are they up to date, ie reflect the latest legislation.
•	Parish Risk Assessment – does this properly reflect the general and financial level of risk facing the PC and are the measures put in place adequate to reduce that risk as far as is practicable.
•	Financial Regulations – are they up to date and do they meet the requirements of the risk assessment; are they being followed.
•	Have appropriate accounting records been maintained.
•	Fixed Asset Register – is this up to date and complete.
•	Insurance Schedule – is this up to date and is the cover sufficient to cover the goods and chattels belonging to the Parish and to meet any potential liabilities.
•	Fidelity Guarantee – is this at the correct level: ie cash balances plus half the precept.
•	Bank Deposits - are these in the most appropriate accounts for interest rates and security.
•	Reserves - general and specific, in particular are specific (fenced) reserves reasonable for the purpose they are held and are the general (free) reserves appropriate given the size of the precept and need to meet unforeseen liabilities and charges.

045/16	Correspondence
		Savills – the annual inspection of Joyce Field will take place on 8th June.
	Faversham Town Council – invitiation to attend Mayor Making ceremony on 9th May.
	KM Group have appointed a new Ospringe correspondent, Paul Rhodes.
	KALC Swale Area Committee – Cllr Dean-Kimili is now a representative along with Cllr Simmons.
	Swale BC draft Equality Scheme – comments to Swale by 29th April.
	ROSPA – information about training days.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly update of activities.
	Swale BC – advice on pet dogs attacking sheep.
	Countryside Voice and Kent Voice – to Chairman then Cllr Simmons.
046/16	Members’ reports
	There were no members’ reports.
047/16	Any other business
	Chairman reported that the VAC are hoping to set up a street party for the Queen’s 90th birthday, on Saturday 11th June.  The Alma have indicated they will support this.  It is hoped to obtain a road closure order – the Parish Council will seek this.

	The meeting ended at 11.00 pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Next meeting:  Wednesday 11th May 2016 :  Annual parish meeting at 7.00pm followed by Annual Parish Council meeting at 8.00pm  (both to be held in the Church Rooms).
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