 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd December 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	B Flynn
	J Dean-Kimili
		R Simmons    	
	S Wright
		Cllr A Bowles 
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	A Greason 
	H Williams
	Cllr C Prescott
  
145/15	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

146/15	Public Participation
	There was no public participation.

148/15 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2015.

149/15	Matters Arising
		Highways/drainage  - Chairman to write to Kathryn Lewis at KCC about the unresolved drainage issues on Vicarage Lane and Plumford Lane and about blocked gullies at Whitehill.   
	Speed watch scheme – matter ongoing with Cllr David Simmons and Chairman both investigating if equipment used in any other local schemes could be shared.
		Street Lighting – Chairman had noted the two remaining Painter’s Forstal street lights had been upgraded to LEDs.
	NALC model contract of employment for Clerk - chairman to progress with the Clerk.
147/15	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.

150/15	Champion Hall
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Methodist head office in Manchester had written to the VAC with their position that regulations require them to obtain a new valuation after 6 months and that this had now risen to £120,000.  There was a lot of local press interest and support for the VAC.  Chairman and Cllr Flynn (both VAC members) visited Helen Whately MP at Westminster who will be writing to Methodist head office on behalf of the VAC. Meanwhile hall bookings will no longer be taken after February 2016.  It was agreed that regardless of the outcome of the hall sale, the Clerk will request a response from the VAC to OPC’s letter of 16th July 2015 seeking to agree terms of agreement for the relationship between OPC and VAC over the Champion Hall.

151/15	Neighbourhood Plan
	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  

152/15	Localism – Community Assets
	Matters of transfer of Painter’s Forstal playground from Swale to OPC and registering of community assets are ongoing.  Clerk had chased with Swale the path repairs needed at 1 and 2 Bayfield by the playground and Chairman also reminded Swale of the agreed playground repairs to the goal mouth etc.

153/15	Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment Scheme
	Chairman will circulate the revised financial regulations for approval at the January 2016 meeting.  Meanwhile he and the Clerk will work on updating current Standing Orders and Risk Assessment for circulation and discussion at January and February meetings. 

154/15		Planning
	SW/13/0690 Parsonage Farm Bungalow – Notification of refusal of agricultural occupancy condition from NK/9/62/94/6827.
	SW/13/1272 Parsonage Farm Bungalow – Notification of grant of permission for side and rear extension.
	15/502153/FULL – New Barns, Box Lane – proposed side and rear extension with loft conversion – notification of refusal.  Garage with workshop – notification of grant of permission with conditions.
	15/509545/FULL Hill Top Farm, Elverland Lane – removal of temporary condition to make planning permission permanent or further temporary permission for 4 years.  The parish council objects and believes that under the emerging Swale local plan there are sufficient pitches available elsewhere.
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Swale Planning have confirmed they cannot find a planning permission for the new access and parking area and so will be asking their enforcement officer to investigate.  Clerk to send reminder to Graham Thomas.
	Land opposite Woodside -  Clerk to contact Swale Planning to find out if progress has been made regarding the Planning contravention notice.
	15/504264/OUT - Land at Perry Court – the special planning committee meeting called for 12th November was cancelled as an issue related to air quality had been raised and required further consideration.  The Chairman will also seek clarification from Kent Highways on whether their opinion of the impact on road traffic takes into account the future large number of additional vehicle movements along Brogdale Road when the new gardens visitor attraction at Brogdale Collections is opened.
	Swale BC draft Strategy and Charter for Planning Enforcement – circulated for comment by 25th January 2016.
155/15	Finance
	Current Account payments
	Chq No 1334	Casement Signs for ‘pedestrians’ sign on Whitehill	£141.98
	Chq No 1335	Andrew Keel – chairman’s expenses (rail trip to Westminster)	£13.00
	Allotment Account payments
	Chq No 0277	Tony Hoile – for mowing and strimming allotments	£60.00
	
156/15	Correspondence
	Clean for the Queen initiative – OPC will register for this and combine our annual litterpick with this event over the weekend of 4-6 March 2016.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – update for November 2015.
		KALC – updated NALC Legal Topic Notes on i) Control of Dogs and ii) Byelaws.
	Swale Joint Transportation Committee – agenda for meeting to be held 7th December 2015.
	Swale Rural Forum – agenda for meeting 17th November 2015
	KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting 9th November 2015
	Kent Highways – notification of December road closure Salters Lane
	Email from local resident suggesting improvements for junction of Eastling Road. Chairman to forward to Kent Highways.
 	CPRE Countryside Voice to Chairman then Cllr Simmons.

157/15	Members’ reports
	Cllr Simmons reported on a meeting of Lorenden Trust.  Another parish councillor trustee is badly needed, so Cllr Flynn agreed to consider joining.
158/15	Any other business
	The Chairman wished everyone a Happy Christmas. Vice Chairman suggested a Christmas greeting to parishioners should go on the parish website.
	
	The meeting ended at 9.30pm

Next meeting:   Wednesday 6th January 2016 at 7.30pm  
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