Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd November 2010 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 


A Gillatt
C Hudson



M Seaman

 





R Simmons 
R Taylor
L Melville – Clerk
Cllr C Prescott
Apologies:
J Newitt 


Cllr A Bowles

The meeting was attended by 3 residents of Cades Orchard who shared information with the Chairman about the plot adjacent to Forstal House, namely the disputed strip of land and removal of trees along that boundary by the developer.

 87/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 6th October 2010.
88/10
Matters Arising

Allotments Notice Board - the notice board is in hand. Cllr Prescott may be able to help towards £300 cost of this from his council fund.  It was agreed that the Chairman would appoint Tony Hoile as new Allotments Officer.


Traffic Issues  - Steve Huckle has agreed to propose cutting back of the bank, relining and replacement posts, but resurfacing is on hold.

Painter’s Forstal Road path clearance – the Council is grateful to the landowner for cutting back the hedges.


Posts on village green – Chairman had not yet been able to contact Dave Else.


Street lighting maintenance contract & lamp replacements – still in hand. Chairman and Cllr Taylor to discuss Ken Bonner’s suggestions. 


Kent Archaeological Society – no volunteers, but John Clarke has offered various maps and information should the project go ahead.


ROSPA Playsafety report – Chairman had spoken with the safety matting installers who checked and confirmed that the space between matting and roundabout was in accordance with BS, but Chairman asked them to check once more to be sure.  Chairman still to speak to Dave Else about other small items required at the playground.


Vicarage Lane -  Chairman to write to Aprille Hall at Kent Highways to say the resurfacing and debris left on the road are unacceptable.


Brogdale keeping of pigs – Chairman had spoken to the resident concerned, and now he and the Clerk will write to Swale Planning about the nuisance caused by noise and flies and to check that the necessary consents for keeping livestock there have been obtained.
89/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The Chairman warmly welcomed local resident Brian Flynn to the meeting; he may be interested in joining the Parish Council. 

90/10
Planning


SW/10/1306 – Bramlea, Painter’s Forstal, extension. The Parish Council have no objections but would like the proposed porch not to protrude further forward than the porch of the adjoining semi detached property.


SW/10/1095 – 46 Water Lane.  Notification of grant of renewal of planning permission.


SW/10/0454 – 2 non-illuminates signs at Brogdale. Notification of approval, with conditions.


TP/10/0113 – School House, Painter’s Forstal, felling of walnut tree.  The Parish Council objects. We would prefer the tree to remain but if it is to be removed we would wish for a replacement walnut tree to be planted within an agreed timescale.


Other planning issues:

· Letter from CPRE Protect Kent with update on the meeting held with local parish councils to discuss traffic issues on the A2.  A parish council/Protect Kent committee is to be set up; Clerk to write to Protect Kent giving Chairman’s details as our contact.


Enforcement matters: 

· It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Graham Thomas to attend a meeting with Councillors to discuss various issues at Little Kennaways.

91/10
Finance


Payments:


Direct Tech 3rd instalment of lighting maintenance contract
£181.40


Cllr Ann Newitt donation for poppy crosses
£10.00


Allotments payments:


St Johns College – qtly rent in arrears, Joyce Field
£415.00


Notification received from EDF that street lighting electricity prices are rising.

92/10
Correspondence


Nick Chard, KCC - letter with further information on the winter salt bags trial: OPC had indicated an interest in joining this. As these salt bags weigh one tonne and require specialised equipment for spreading, it was agreed not to pursue this further.


Kent Downs AONB – questionnaire on priorities in the light of spending cuts.  To be completed by 26th November, passed to Cllr Seaman.


Nick Chard, KCC – letter with information about Kent Rail Action Plan.


Kent Police – information about Allotment Watch.  Passed to Chairman for allotments.


CPRE Protect Kent notification of local Swale AGM on 15th November and Kent AGM one week later.


KCC – notification of retendering of local bus services.


Swale BC – Draft Landscape and Biodiversity Appraisal, which will form part of the Local Development Framework.  Passed to Cllr Taylor.


KCC ‘Bold Steps’ – Consultation for future spending in Kent. Cllr Dean-Kimili commented on the big changes that spending cuts will have on KCC.


KALC – notification of AGM 13th November at Ditton Community Centre.


KALC – Annual Report.  Passed to Vice Chairman and Cllr Dean-Kimili.


KOMPLAN – play equipment brochure. Passed to Chairman.


Tony Dengate – email correspondence re land along Eastling Road. The correspondence will be circulated to Councillors for discussion at the next meeting.

93/10
Members’ Reports – there were no Members’ reports.

94/10
Any Other Business


Cllr Simmons reported a very successful Book Sale at Ospringe Church by Friends of Ospringe Church.

Next Meeting: Wednesday 8th December 2010 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 10.25 pm
