Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd December 2020. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 86165659277 Password:050785 The meeting commenced at 7.32 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
R Simmons 
H Williams
C Elworthy
A Greason

Cllr A Bowles. 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili was not able to attend due to ongoing medical reasons.  Unanimously approved.
B Flynn due to work commitments. Unanimously approved.

Cllr D Simmons 
120/20 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
121/20 Public Participation
One member of the public was in attendance to observe the meeting.
122/20 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 4thNovember 2020.  
123/20 Matters arising

Highway Matters: The depression in Painters Forstal Road, at the back of the Alma still needs to be repaired. Gary Gibbs had informed the Chairman that the issue had been passed to Streetworks.
Cllr Andrew Bowles offered to follow this up.
The Chairman had reported the pothole close to Peel House on Porters Lane to Gary Gibbs who will attend to it.  Gary Gibbs had passed the issue of the repair of the mud passing bays on Porters Lane to Andy Watson.  Gary Gibbs had indicated that the cost of filling the passing bays was possibly unaffordable for the rest of the financial year.
Gary had also reminded the Chairman to use the portal to log highway defects, as this provided a record. 
Action: The Chairman to continue to progress the outstanding works and repairs.

Rural Lanes:- The Council are very concerned about the recent increase in volume and size of vehicles using the country lanes causing congestion and damage. Cllr R Simmons reported that a KCC concrete kerbstone had been knocked out by a large vehicle at the corner of Porters Lane and White Hill and another incident where a lorry had damaged the Vicarage Lane sign.  Cllr R Simmons had contacted Cabinet Member Michael Payne at KCC.  The speed of vehicles was also highlighted as an issue. The Council agreed that Michael Payne should be contacted before traffic levels get up to normal levels and that a multi-pronged approach to the problem should be taken.  The Council discussed whether getting the registration numbers and names on lorries and reporting them to the companies would be another approach to tackling the issue.  Cllr H Williams said that he would look at the route planner Freight Association website. The number of horse boxes going to Willow Farm was also noted by the Council.
Action: The Chairman to write to Michael Payne at Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles regarding inappropriate use of rural lanes. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC as the poppy field falls within the Parish of Sheldwich.

Lighting: -Ken Bonner had confirmed the Streetlights element of the quote for the work on Column L.  There was a short discussion on whether the council should compare prices of other contractors for the work to be carried out on Column L by the existing streetlights contractor. The Council had previously agreed to go ahead with the work on Column L, Bayfield. There was a short discussion on contestable expenditure.  
It was agreed that it would be a good idea to investigate which streetlighting contractors are used by other Parish councils.  Cllr A Bowles offered to make enquiries. 
Action: The Chairman to give Cllr H Williams the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to follow up the quote and get the work on Column L progressed.

Playground:-.There had still been no update on the tree that had shed a branch in May. 
Action: The Chairman to keep the council up to date with progress on this matter.

GDPR:- Cllr C Elworthy reported that he would be able to ensure that councillor emails would be working correctly in the next few days.

Online Banking:-The Internal Auditor had emailed his views and advice on online banking. He had advised that if the council progresses with online banking then consideration should be given to changing banks.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet to progress the online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs which will need amendment.

Graham Middle & Syndale Park proposed care home planning application:-Action: The Chairman to respond to Graham Middle’s email to get an update on the progress of the  application  and to query Mr Middle’s assertion that the 2008 consent was granted. 

The Allotments:-The Chairman updated the council about Savills rent review.  Action: The Chairman to investigate the rent charged for other Allotments.
T Hoile and an allotment holder had put in 400 young hedging plants along part of the top boundary.  An additional quote for fencing has not yet been received. 
The Chairman informed the council that the footpath through the allotments was being used by horse riders. The result was that the track was being damaged making it hard to mow.  There was a discussion as to whether horse riders should be allowed to use the track. Cllr Andrew Bowles informed the council that a public right of way needed to be redesignated a bridleway for horse riding use.  There was a short discussion as to whether a restriction should be placed at the top end of the track and the type of restriction. The council are more inclined to a kissing gate.
Action: The Chairman to write to the KCC footpath officer to see if there are grants available towards a restriction and progress the installation of a restriction.  

Salt Bins:-The Chairman asked councillors to note any salt bins in the parish and see if they are already recorded on the list sent around by the Clerk.

Site Assessments:-The Council had previously met to discuss the sites proposed for development by Swale BC as part of the Local Plan review.
124/20 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment. There were still two vacancies to be filled. Cllr C Elworthy said he may know of people who may be interested in joining the council and asked if there was a certain amount of time people had to have lived in the area to join the council.
125/20 Planning 
The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
Planning applications for consideration:

20/505419/FULL Glendinning Brogdale Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Demolition of existing porch, entrance hall, conservatories and part of existing garage, and erection of a single storey rear extension, creation of a first floor office over existing garage, erection of a single storey infill extension between the garage and dwelling and a single storey infill extension to side, including internal alterations. We have no objections but we would want the views of the neighbours to be taken into account. 

The member of the public left the meeting. 8.42 pm

20/505438/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB.Part retrospective application for the construction of an agricultural barn. we note that the length, width and height of the building have all been increased in this latest application from those previously allowed or permitted.  We would very much prefer the heights of the eaves and the ridgeline to be as previously allowed/permitted given the sensitive location of this property on rising ground in the AONB. The height of the building and its position are significant enough to intrude on the landscape view.

We also noted that the application is for (part retrospective) construction of an agricultural barn. However, we are not aware of any agricultural activity having taken place on the land forming part of the holding since before the Inspector’s decision in December 2018, apart from some very recent grazing of sheep carried out by a third party, and this calls into question a requirement for an agricultural building. If Swale Borough Council is minded to permit this application we would expect the Council to require more contemporary and future evidence of agricultural usage to support an application for an agricultural building of this size and design.

[bookmark: _Hlk57968099]We also note the rural planning consultant's views on the previous application 20/503161/FULL withdrawn that the need for office space and the use of the building as an office has not been demonstrated.

The member of the public re-joined the meeting. 8.44 pm

20/505492/TCA Bay House Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Tree in a Conservation Area notification - One Bay Tree - Fell. If Swale BC is minded to permit the felling of the bay tree we would wish to see a suitable replacement in a suitable location.

Planning Applications pending: 

20/501715/FULL Location: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY.  Erection of 45 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure. Amended plans 14.10.20 and 16.10.20.

20/504923/SUB Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention) Condition 6 (Extraction, Filtration, Air Conditioning, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) Condition 25 (Cycle Parking) Condition 30 (Bat Sensitive Lighting Scheme) and Condition 31 (Ecological Enhancements) Subject to 18/503057/FULL.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

20/504215/FULL Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB Section 73 - Application for removal of condition 10 (Construction for BREEAM 'Good' Standard) pursuant to application 19/504117/FULL - Erection of a veteran's horticultural rehabilitation, social and community building.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans  04.08.2020

[bookmark: _Hlk49018678]20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL.

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM.
 
19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/504013/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Full details and sections of the above ground plant at the pumping station on the northern boundary of the site subject to 17/506603/REM. 

20/504220/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Non-material amendment: substitution of several house-types as detailed in cover letter - footprints to remain the same (original application 17/506603/REM). 

There are other extant Perry Court applications.

20/504406/ADV.  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Advertisement Consent for 1no. illuminated hotel entrance sign comprising individual letters positioned on canopy and frame mounted. Application withdrawn.

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms. The application had been shown on the portal as withdrawn erroneously and is still pending.

SBC Decisions:

20/504369/FULL Kenton Brogdale Road Faversham Kent ME13 8XU.  Single storey front extension. Permitted.

20/503705/FULL Hillside Well Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SD Erection of outbuilding to form garden store/pavilion, ancillary to main dwelling. Permitted.

20/505027/NMAMD Land at Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB. Non Material Amendment Being Reduction in Number of Windows (See Form for Further Information) Subject to 19/504117/Full.  Permitted. 

20/504050/ADV Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Advertisement consent for 3no. internally illuminated fascia signs, 4no. vinyls and 1no. internally illuminated two sided totem sign. Part A approved, part B refused.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:

APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress.  The Clerk had written to Graham Thomas about the application who had replied that the appeal progress was a lengthy one.

APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress

APP/V2255/W/20/3253055. Swale BC ref: 19/504417/FULL. Black Cottages Mutton Lane.  Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate for Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  In progress
126/20 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 5th November 2020 and budget monitoring document, including the main variances.
OPC Current Account

Payments for Approval: -
[bookmark: _Hlk28889886]Chq no 1488 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom meeting for November only £14.39
Chq no 1489 To K Lockwood Clerk’s pay (including £22.40 back pay) £648.80
Receipts: None to report

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval:
Chq no 0338 To Mr Fix It for Hedge plants, canes, rabbit guards, root grow & bone meal £413.89
Chq no 0339 To T Hoile for Planting hedge and mowing £210.00
Receipts: None to report 

EDF bills:- Nothing to report
The variances against the budget had been previously reported.

The Clerk asked if any of the councillors had budget requests.  Councillors would send any requests via email before the January meeting.

127/20 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations approval for 2020.
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  The Financial Regulations will need to be amended if the Council pursues online banking.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 
128/20 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
Email from Swale BC Area Committees – Brown tourism signs, request to identify obsolete signs and sites where signs are needed. Funding for signs available.  It was agreed to support signage to direct traffic accessing Willow Farm from the east and south east along the A2, A2/Brogdale Road junction and along the entire Brogdale Road rather than using Porters Lane and Plumford Lane.  Cllr A Bowles to make enquiries/propose this to the relevant parties.

The Area Committee representative request from Swale BC for Eastern Area Committee on 17th December. Cllr C Elworthy is available to attend.

There was a short discussion as to whether the footpath through the Allotments was temporarily closed or not, given the colouring on the online plan.
Action: Chairman to enquire of the KCC Rights of Way Officer
129/20 Members’ reports:-There were none.

130/20 Any other business:-
Parking on the verge by parents outside Lorenden school concern highlighted by Cllr A Greason. Council to monitor the situation and revisit in February after school holidays.
Cllr A Greason had reported on the KCC portal a lost path through woodland near to the Parish which had been restored. 
Cllr A Greason reminded the council that the deadline for reporting lost footpaths for reinstatement is 2026 and asked whether the Council should identify any lost footpaths and report them.  It was agreed that Cllr B Flynn should put a notice on the website about this.

The meeting ended at 9.48 pm.  
Next meeting: 6th January 2021

1

