 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd September 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	B Flynn
	J Dean-Kimili  	
		R Simmons    	
	H Williams 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Cllr A Bowles
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	A Greason
	Cllr C Prescott
  
The meeting was attended by Swale Senior Planning Officer Artemis Christophi-Turner who gave a presentation on the proposed development at Perry Court.  

103/15	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

104/15	Public Participation
	There was substantial public participation with local residents very concerned at application ref 15/54264/OUT for up to 310 dwellings and additional developments at Perry Court, Brogdale Road.  Swale Senior Planning Officer Artemis Christophi-Turner gave a presentation on the proposals and a Q&A session then followed.  Main concerns are that this is on grade 1 agricultural land; that there are serious transport and road implications;, there is a lack of both social and physical infrastructure in the area; and it would disrupt the traditional and highly valued location of Faversham as a compact town within a rural setting.  The chairman thanked Artemis for her presentation and her very helpful contribution to the meeting.

105/15 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on  15th July 2015.

106/15	Matters Arising
	Highways/drainage  - Chairman is progressing the issue of Stalisfield Road and road drainage issues with Kent Highways.
	Graffiti on Mutton Bridge – Cllr David Simmons had attempted to undertake a site visit with a Swale representative on 2nd September but the location is on private land.  Conflicting advice has now been given that the graffiti removal is the responsibility of the private landowner, not Swale.  Cllr Bowles will speak to Swale and attempt to gain some clarity.
107/15	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are three parish councillor vacancies. The chairman welcomed a local resident who is possibly interested in becoming a parish councillor and is attending his 2nd of 3 meetings as an observer.

108/15	Champion Hall
	The Chairman reported on a VAC meeting on 27th August when Methodist church representatives informed the VAC that their Manchester head office was pressuring the sale of the hall at auction following a new valuation of £120,000.  The VAC is hoping to get them to rescind this decision.

109/15	Neighbourhood Plan
	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  


110/15	Localism – Community Assets
	Matter ongoing.

111/15	Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment Scheme
	NALC model standing orders and financial regulations have been circulated to Councillors by the clerk and they are asked to peruse these and bring their comments to the October meeting so that the parish council can commence drafting revised regulations.

111/15	Street lighting
	Cllr Williams confirmed that phase 1 of the LED replacement scheme had been undertaken although there seem to be issues with two of the street lights, by the chapel and at 2 Bayfield.  Ken Bonner has been informed.  Over the next few months we will approach EDF to ask for a reassessment of our energy use.

112/15		Planning
	Land opposite Woodhill – enforcement matter.  Graham Thomas had informed the Clerk that the latest position is that Swale Planning have the option of serving a Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) to elicit details of past and intended operations to establish if there is need of planning permission – this would be direct to the landowner and not be an ‘open’ matter. 
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Clerk to obtain an update from Graham Thomas. Jo Millard who has now left Enforcement was to speak to Graham and was awaiting old planning files to be retrieved from microfiche files to check claims that parking and access alterations were covered by an earlier planning permission.
	15/502153/FULL – New Barns Box Lane, appeal of refusal of permission of side and rear extension with loft conversion and replacement garage.  The planning inspectorate will receive OPC’s earlier comments but we cannot comment further at this stage.
	15/506363/FULL – 1 Slips Cottage, Painter’s Forstal Road, rear infill extension etc.  We have no objections but would like any comments from the neighbouring residents to be taken into account.
	15/506477/FULL – Black Cottages, Mutton Lane – Demolition of existing dwellings, erection of three terraced and one detached house.  This is just outside of Ospringe boundary but would have an effect on the parish. OPC is opposed to this development: it is in a conservation area and we are very strongly against the principle of development of dwellings in open countryside.   In addition we have concerns about the proposed design and the potential for overlooking neighbouring properties and the fact that local schools particularly primary schools are at full capacity.  We have concerns about road access bearing in mind the difficulties of the carrying capacity of the local rural roads network and the issue of the junction of Water Lane and the A2. 
	SW/14/500478/CHANGE  Vicarage Lane Woodyard appeal.  The parish council is strongly opposed to use of this site for wood yard activities.  Since the woodyard has been in operation it has amply demonstrated the loss of amenity that has occurred due to noise pollution, which has greatly affected neighbouring residents.  Our earlier comments on the application still stand regarding the traffic issues on these narrow lanes and the access points; the proximity of the business to various Grade II listed buildings and to the church and the school; and the disturbances to ancient chalkland. 
	15/504264/OUT - Land at Perry Court – outline application for development including up to 310 dwellings.  Ospringe Parish Council are strongly opposed to this development and Clerk will write to Swale Planning accordingly. The development would be set within open countryside on prime agricultural land in a location which is not zoned for development within the Swale local plan. The plan of the development shows vehicular access into Brogdale Road (as well as Ashford Road) which we believe is unsuitable for the increased traffic that would be generated. The development would exacerbate traffic problems on the A2 and A251 considerably and also add to the worsening pollution creep from the A2 traffic. The development would place further pressure on the rural and semi-rural road network to the south and south west of the application site.  There is insufficient school capacity, in particular primary school capacity, in the area to cope with children of families who would move to the new development.  Pressure would also be placed on water and sewage facilities which are already overstretched. The parish council also regards this development as being overly large for a traditional market town the size of Faversham.
113/15	Finance
	Current Account payments
	Chq No 1324	Streetlights payment 2 of 4 (2015-16) maintenance contract	£216.38
	Chq No 1326	Playsafety Ltd – Annual ROSPA playground safety inspection	£88.80
	
	Allotment Account payments
	Chq No 0274	Tony Hoile for grass cutting and mower repairs	£80.00
		
114/15	Correspondence
	KALC – information from DCLG re average Band D council tax via parish council precepts of £54.12.
	Ospringe – a travel plan for the school has not been forthcoming and the new intake of the expanded school starts this week. Clerk to chase Marisa White at KCC.
	Kent Highways – notification of road closure of Brogdale Road for M2 bridge repairs. Chairman and Cllr Bowles seeking a deferral as insufficient notice has been given and the diversion route is inadequate.
	Email from Peter Flower suggesting local Ospringe bypass – Clerk to inform him this is deferred to October meeting.
	Woodland Trust – free packs of trees.  Clerk to apply for pack of 105 wildlife-friendly trees for the parish.
	Allotments – Chairman has organised a clean-up so that vacant plots can be re-allocated.  The cost of the street freighter will be paid from Allotments Account.  The allotments officer Tony Hoile intends to keep pigs on an allotment.  Fencing will need to be very secure and the pig keeper will be liable for any damage to other allotments etc.
	Casement Signs – Clerk to chase up the “no footpath” sign for Whitehill. 
	Swale Joint Transportation Board – agenda for meeting 8th September 2015.
	Swale Rural Forum- notes of meeting held 25th August 2015.
	KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting 7th September 2015.
	Lord Lieutenant of Kent – details of Prayers for Queen who in September will be Britain’s longest reigning  monarch.
	ROSPA – annual playsafety inspection report. Chairman has perused and will be looking at a couple of items of ‘medium’ risk including loose swing seat eyebolts.
115/15	Members’ reports
	Cllr Simmons had attended the most recent Swale Rural Forum where Kent Environment Strategy was discussed. Clerk to circulate this to councillors.
	Cllr Flynn reported on a very successful medieval fayre which raised £800 for the VAC.
116/15	Any other business
	No other business
	The meeting ended at 10.45pm
	Next meeting:   Wednesday 7th October 2015 at 7.30pm  
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