Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Extraordinary Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 18th January 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church.  Due to the rise in numbers of COVID 19 face coverings were worn as a precaution against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
A Bowles
C Elworthy 
R Simmons
B Flynn

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
Cllr R Lehmann –other commitments -approved
A Greason-other commitments - approved
Cllr D Simmons- another commitment-approved
015/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 
016/23 Public Participation – there was none. 

017/23 Budget and Precept 2023-24

Cllr R Simmons read out an overview of the Precept set by other parish councils in the ward. It was acknowledged that unlike OPC many do not have lighting costs to incur.

The Chairman reminded councillors that the parish council had at the previous meeting on 4 January agreed and resolved to adopt the expenditure budget for 2023-24 which includes one instalment of a PWLB loan, but had wished before setting the precept to give further consideration at this EOM to the balance of raising the precept and use of reserves to fund the budgeted expenditure.  After a brief discussion and consideration of the effect of certain precept rates on reserves and vice versa including estimated impact on council tax for Band D council taxpayers the parish council unanimously resolved and adopted the budget (expenditure and income) for 2023-24. The parish council further unanimously resolved to set the Precept at £11, 015 for 2023-24.  The parish council recognise that this will result in further depletion of reserves in the forthcoming financial year. However, the parish council before coming to a decision about setting the precept had sought advice from the Internal auditor about the appropriate level of reserves, and the budget and precept now resolved and adopted complies with the advice given.
018/23 Finance 
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1585 voided 

Chq no 1586 To Mulberry&Co for advisory work related to taking a PWLB loan £180.00 


Chq no 1587 To Ospringe Church room rent for the extraordinary meeting £20.00

Receipts:-None to report.

Payments for Approval:-None to report
Allotment Account

Receipts: None to report
019/23 Any other business – there was none.
Meeting ended at 7.50 pm

Next meeting: 1st February 2023
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