Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 5th November 2014 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman


R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 



J Dean-Kimili  


B Flynn 


A Greason  
 



H Williams


L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
 P Griffin 



Cllr A Bowles 



Cllr C Prescott

110/14
Public Participation


The architect involved in planning application 14/504614/FULL/GRTO attended to answer questions from the parish council on his client’s behalf.  While the matter was discussed the parish councillor concerned, Brian Flynn, left the meeting.
111/14 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 8th October 2014.
112/14
Matters Arising


Porters Lane signage: Cllr Greason confirmed that he had contacted Casement Signs to arrange purchase and installation of the new pictographic sign. A local resident had emailed the Clerk about recent Porters Lane traffic issues caused by inappropriately large lorries attempting to use the lane. Cllr Williams also reported his car had been stuck on Brogdale Road with many other vehicles while two lorries attempted to pass each other.  It was agreed the Clerk would write to Graham Thomas at Swale Planning about the Brogdale Road incident, asking for traffic issues to be taken into account when considering planning applications along that road.  Clerk will also write to Norbert Dentressangle about the Porters Lane incident. Clerk will contact Steve Darling to inform him the sign at Porters Lane is being installed but the parish council is not convinced it will make a difference to the worsening lorry traffic, and that the junction of Porters Lane with Whitehill does not allow turning onto Whitehill by large commercial vehicles, with recent instances where vehicles have been stuck both in the lane and at the junction.  Clerk will ask him how the parish council would go about getting some sort of highway order placed on the lane restricting the size or width of lorries allowed to use it. Cllr Simmons commented that Plumford Lane may also need a sign at the A251 end.

Streetlights maintenance contract – Chairman and Cllr Williams met with Ken Bonner of Streetlights to discuss various street lighting issues, including maintenance, replacement of lights with energy saving LEDs, and the basis of charging for electricity usage etc.   Mr Bonner said money can be saved from EDF quarterly electricity standing charges, by changing the type and/or power of lamps, and also by changing electricity supplier. He also suggested that a lower-cost way of replacing the mercury lamps with energy efficient lighting would be to use some recycled replacement lanterns which he could supply free of charge, and the lamps would be individually replaced with LEDs at a price to be finalised.  It was agreed he would lend an LED for the light outside Champion Hall so councillors could evaluate the quality of the light.  The Chairman recommended that the parish council continue for the time being with its annual street lighting maintenance contract with Streetlights, and councillors agreed.  Councillors thanked Cllr Williams and the Chairman for taking the time to look into this very complex issue.

Speeding issues – several councillors agreed they had seen Gillett Cook transit-type vans speeding around the parish. It was agreed the clerk would write a polite letter to the firm asking them to remind their drivers of the importance of driving safely in the parish and having consideration for other users.


Remembrance events -  Clerk had heard nothing from Swale BC about the poppy seeds. She and Mrs Ann Gillatt would be doing the poppy crosses at the church on Remembrance Sunday.

National planning changes re gypsy and traveller sites – notification of a DCLG consultation which will close on 23rd November.  Chairman to peruse and report back.


Meadowbank – matter still ongoing, Clerk to remind Jo Millard.


Allotment bonfire party 25th October – Chairman reported that this had been very successful with between 60 to 70 attendees.


Kent Highways – Chairman’s drive around the parish with Gary Gibbs has been postponed but will take place hopefully later in November.
113/14
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
114/14
Champion Hall


Matter is progressing and the Methodist Church and Village Amenities Committee will be meeting on 26th November.  An application for funding has gone to Cllr Bowles; if successful, this money would be used to buy the services of a mentor for putting in a large application to the national lottery. 

115/14
Neighbourhood Plan

Matter ongoing.  
116/14
Planning


14/504614/FULL/GRTO   The Foxes, Eastling Road – construction of single storey extension etc.  The architect for the aspplicant informed councillors that this revised planning application was as a result of discussion with Swale Planning, and that both the immediate neighbours and N Kent Downs AONB had no objections.   The parish council has no objections but we would wish to see a Condition that the outbuildings usage is always ancillary to the main dwelling and not to be allowed as separate usage.  Also we would wish to see any views of North Kent Downs AONB taken into account. Note: whilst this matter was discussed Cllr Flynn was absent from the meeting.

KCC/SW/0135/14 – Ospringe School.  Chairman has contacted Cllr Wilcox about the lack of a Condition related to the mobile classrooms being removed when the extension is completed, and the fact that although a school travel plan must be submitted within 3 months to the planning officer, there is no commitment to this having to be an acceptable travel plan.  Cllr Dean-Kimili reported that parking issues were getting worse, with a seeming lack of willingness by the school to confront the parents who park inconsiderately and are disrespectful to local residents wishing to use their driveways.  It was agreed the Chairman would write to the head teacher to ask what further steps are being considered by the school to discourage parents from parking inappropriately on Water Lane and on the allotments.


SW/13/0743 - The Barn at Mutton Lane, replacement of hedgerows.  Clerk will send a reminder to Swale Planning.       

Collins Coward Planning Consultancy – letter about planning documents (eg neighbourhood plans) and the provision of motorway service areas, sent to OPC as M2 dissects the parish.
117/14
Finance


Current Account Receipts

Painter’s Forstal Village Amenities Committee contribution towards survey 

of the hall re proposed sale

£425.00


Current Account Payments


KALC – purchase and postage of book Local Councils Explained
£33.18

Streetlights – lighting maintenance contract payment 3 of 4 2014-15
£211.12

Allotments Account Receipts


T Hoile cash for sale of old allotments strimmer on Ebay
£70.00

NALC have updated their Model Financial Regulations.  Chairman will peruse and see if any changes need to be made to Ospringe Parish Council regulations.

118/14
Correspondence

Julian Herrington – emails about Porters Lane (dealt with under Matters Arising).

Kent Police – notification of consultation on future policing in Kent; deadline for comments is 5th December.

KALC Swale Area Committee – letter to members from the chairman about the Swale BC draft Statement of Intent, and providing examples from other Kent borough councils.


Kent Highways – email asking if the parish would like to take delivery of a 1 tonne salt bag.  Clerk had spoken to Alan Blackburn who informed her that parish salt bins will be filled as usual but not as regularly. Bearing that in mind it was agreed that Cllr Simmons would see if a bag could be stored at Whitehill and Chairman would ask if one could be stored at Pawley Farm.  The Clerk would then action accordingly.

KALC – information about materials available to support councils re the 2015 election.


Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly update of activities


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – agenda for meeting 5th November.


Swale BC – Active Swale e-bulletin


KALC – papers for annual general meeting 22nd November.  No one will attend but Chairman will peruse the papers.


CPRE Countryside voice – to Cllr Simmons


CPRE Kent Voice – to Chairman
119/14
Members’ reports

There were no members’ reports.
120/14
Any other business


There was no other business

The meeting ended at 9.45 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd December 2014 at 7.30pm
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