Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 12th July 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.31pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
B Flynn
C Elworthy
R Simmons 

Cllr Terry Thompson

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
A Bowles- another commitment – approved
Cllr Rich Lehmann – attending a borough meeting 

The Chair welcomed Cllr Terry Thompson to the meeting.
101/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 

102/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that due to the small number of people at the meeting masks would not be worn. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and set as an agenda item. 

103/23 Public Participation There was none.

104/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 7th June 2023.

105/23Matters arising

Highway Matters and road closures – there are still potholes to be filled. 

There had been no adverse comments about the signage regarding closure of part of the Brogdale Road for resurfacing. Both at the village and A2 end the work had been well publicised by signage.

Cllr R Simmons reported that the patching had still not been carried out on the other side of the motorway bridge.

Action: The Chairman would write to KHS about the good prior notification (as there had been previous correspondence with KHS about the failure by KHS to adequately notify in the past), and the outstanding patching required on the other side of the motorway bridge. 


Dog Bins:  There has been no further news from Swale BC about the 3rd dog bin. 

Speed Watch: -A Speed Watch session had not taken place since the last meeting. 

Lighting: -This continues to be a work in progress.

Playground: Maintenance work had been carried out.  The PC awaits the RoSPA report.

Churchman’s Farm:- as yet the Chairman had not heard from Alice Reeves.

Flytipping:-This is an ongoing concern.

Helen Whately MP’s housing questionnaire:- The Chairman intends to respond.

Facebook page:- The Facebook had been set up. Cllr B Flynn had put the recent road closure on the page. The PC discussed how the page should be used. Councillors agreed that it would be good to use the page to sign post items on the website such as Agendas and Minutes. 
106/23 Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC)
Councillor A Bowles had attended the meeting set up by Helen Whately.   The PC noted that the public consultation starts on 18th July.   Action: The PC would sign the FTC petition.  The PC to join Helen Whately’s petition and write a letter to her.
107/23 Norman’s Wood 
A meeting with the family had taken place via Zoom. The PC would look into the viability of keeping the wood in public use. The Clerk had written to the Insurance company and received a reply.  Councillors intend to walk the woods. 
108/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There continue to be councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
109/23 Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) 
The Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy for producing the first draft of the HIP. The PC reviewed the draft and agreed to put the provisional document on the website to invite feedback from residents. This would be signposted via the Facebook page.  Residents will be able to provide views to the PC email address. Feedback from residents would be discussed at the next meeting. A deadline of 31st August was agreed to allow time to look at responses before the September meeting. Action: The Chairman would email Cllr Rich Lehmann and Jennie Watson from KCC on how the PC wishes to proceed.  

Signage to the Village Hall – The PC had received an email about installing signage to the new Community Hall. Action: The Chairman would contact Cllr Rich Lehmann rather than include it on the HIP. 
110/23 Invitation to nominate for Local Heritage List 
Cllr T Thompson explained that Swale BC would like people to nominate views, open spaces etc… in their area for inclusion on the Local Heritage List. The PC considered the idea, Joyce Field Allotments was suggested along with Brogdale Farm.  The PC would research the idea further and if appropriate an application to Swale BC would be made. 

The Chairman reported that the Joyce Field Allotments had been re-registered as an asset of Community value.

111/23 D Day 80-6th June 2024
The PC has celebrated royal and national occasions. Action: The Chairman would email PFCA to find out their plans for the occasion.
112/23 Community Hall Funding Request 
The Chairman had received an invitation to the opening of the Community Hall in his capacity as Chairman of the PC. The opening was very well attended. 

The PC had received a response from PFCA to its enquiry about the availability of the hall to hire for the PC meetings, this being that the day and time when the PC meetings are held has already been booked.  Changing meeting days and/or times would be a challenge considering councillors’ schedules. The PC also noted the hire cost, and considering the length of some meetings this could mean a significant uplift in the cost of meetings. Action: The Chairman to respond to PFCA. 

The PC had received a response from PFCA regarding the ongoing discussions concerning the proposed grant from the parish council. PFCA stated that it has now fully paid for construction of the Community Hall which is now open, and at this stage rather than a grant via a PWLB loan a contribution towards a specific item e.g solar panels would be welcomed to support the Hall.  The PC considered the request and after discussion a donation of the sum of £5,000.00 towards the installation of solar panels was agreed/approved subject to checking affordability against the budget. The Chairman to write to PFCA once the check had been undertaken.
113/23 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:
23/502718/FULL. White Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0DU Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing garage, including part conversion of garage to an annexe ancillary to the main dwelling house.  We have the following concerns if this application were to be approved- overdevelopment of a modest plot; insufficient parking space within the curtilage and therefore increased pressure on on-road parking if it is permitted; and any additional on-site parking (given that the garage would no longer be available) would encroach on the small front garden which currently provide an attractive foreground to the house itself which is in the village conservation area. This latter point was a point made by the planning inspector when dismissing an appeal against the refusal of permission for a detached dwelling on the site of the existing garage (para 9- “Given the confines of the site, the small front garden to White Timbers would be removed to make way for an additional parking space. Accordingly, the whole frontage area to both properties would be taken up by parking areas with limited scope for any meaningful landscaping.”)

23/502961/LBC Forge Cottage Whitehill Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW Listed building consent for internal and external alterations including removal of two staircases, insertion of new staircase, removal of posts and replacing structural supports, raising floor level on ground floor, replacement of external door with windows and installation of 2no soil/vent pipes. We have no objections as long as the proposals are acceptable to the listed building officer.

23/502599/SUB Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8TT Submission of details pursuant to conditions 3 (measures to achieve 50% reduction in Dwelling Emission Rate), and 5 (electric vehicle charging point), of application 20/500844/FULL. This application was noted by the PC; however it is outside the parish boundary.

Planning applications pending:
23/502110/MOD 106 Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Modification of planning obligation under section 2 (i) of s106 agreement relation to reference sw/93/361 to allow increase in the pupil numbers at the school from 120 to 140. 
23/502275/FULL 1 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF Erection of a single storey front extension including timber framed porch and roof canopy. 
23/502328/FULL Scotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.  Part garage conversion to extend existing attached annexe including change to fenestration. 
23/502512/FULL Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0RW. Insertion of new door and window to side.
23/501650/Full Lorenden Preparatory School, Painters Forstal Road. Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN. Erection of a single storey, self contained music building and an all weather sports pitch. 
22/505533/FULL. Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 ORH Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building 

22/504036/FULL  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Proposal: Erection of new barn development for 7no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space 

22/500912/FULLThe Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SP Siting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). 
22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)  
21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 
21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 
21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 
21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.
21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.
21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping. Amended plans for parking.  
21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.
21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.
SBC Decisions: 
23/501177/SUBLand Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EGSubmission of Details pursuant to condition 9 (Foul and Surface Water Details) of application 18/500041/OUT. Permitted.
23/501971/LBC Coldstream Cottage Whitehill Faversham Kent ME13 0DW. Listed Building Consent for the replacement of weatherboarding and cavity insulation on south-west elevation and replacement of non-original chimneypieces in the two front reception rooms. Approved.
23/502553/TCA The Old Vicarage Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8XS Conservation Area Notification: To crown reduce seven trees (T1, T2, T4, T5, T6, T7 and T10) of mixed species. Also, to reduce and cut back 4 trees (T3, T8, T9 and G1) of mixed species as per dimensions specified on tree dimensions schedule. No objection. 

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
21/504300/FULL PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/22/3296729 Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe. Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). In progress.

The PC noted that the Brogdale Farm site is up for sale. The PC had been in contact with the Head of Lorenden to check whether the school had withdrawn from its proposal for a nursery school on the site, as this had formed part of the outline planning application.
The meeting with the Head of Lorenden had gone well regarding the planning application to increase pupil numbers amid concerns from some in the community about potential increase in traffic numbers. Action: The Chairman would draw up an agreement between the parish council and the school regarding action to be taken by the school to minimise the impact of school traffic in the parish.
Enforcement issues:- The Chairman explained to Cllr Terry Thompson that the PC has been concerned over a long period of time about Swale BC’s lack of action on enforcement issues, including regarding G and T sites. The PC is also concerned about the lack of planning officer availability to communicate on planning issues. 

Cllr Terry Thompson left at 9.33 pm.
114/23 Finance

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1610 To Ospringe Church for room rent for July meeting £20.00 
Chq no 1611 To CPRE  - annual subscription £38.00
Chq no 1612 To Tony Hoile for repairs to the carousel-roundabout and swings £101.99
Chq no 1613 To A Keel for topsoil/lawn seed for the playground £44.78
Chq no 1614 To Streetlights Ltd, 2nd quarter lighting maintenance contract £248.70
Receipts: None to report 
Payments for Approval:-
Allotment Account
Chq no 0382 To T Hoile for grass cutting and strimming £160.00
Chq no 0383 To A Keel for stamps and envelopes – expenses £24.00
Receipts: None to report
EDF bills: 3 April -  Jul 2023 £434.30 including VAT 
The certificate of exemption from external audit for 2022-23 had been sent to the external auditors. 

A bank reconciliation as at 2nd June 2023 and budget document had been circulated.

Councillors had met with the new police beat officer PC Gary Morris for the area. 

Ospringe in Bloom would be running again this year.

115/23 Correspondence

The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence 
Emails from Mr & Mrs Gillatt re tree on the playground – noted
Emails from PC Gary Morris -beat officer-noted.
Email from Playsafety - Notification of play area inspection in July - noted
Email from M Lowe- Re meeting with Helen Whately -noted.
Email from KALC SAC- AGM 13th June 2023 – noted
Emails from KALC -KALC News June and July -noted
Email from Bensted Charity -Grant applications -noted.
Email from KALC -Kent Police list of Contacts for Parish Councils-noted
Email from KALC SAC – AGM -noted.
Email from KALC-D Day -6th June 20240-noted.
Email from Apage-Invitation to D Day 80 -noted.
Email from Claire Wade-Invitation to nominate for Local Heritage List-extension to nomination period till 17th July-noted.
Email from J Herrington -Tiddly Pomme hours of use-noted.
Email from KALC SAC-SAC Minutes 13.6.23-noted.
Email from P Younger -Proposed Closure of Faversham household waste recycling centre-noted.
Email from Kellie MacKenzie – 20 mph zones-noted.
Email from Streetworks-temporary closure of Water Lane-noted.
Email from Swale Licensing – Tiddly Pomme-noted.
Email J Herrington – Enquiry no.12409269 Porters Lane-noted.
Email from RaFAT-Brogdale Road SoWN 10 7 23-noted.
116/23 Members’ reports – 
Cllr R Simmons reported that the Lorenden Trust had had their walk around; trees have been pruned, grass cut and a new bench has been installed.
117/23 Any other business – there was none.

Meeting ended at 10.14pm            
Next meeting: 6th September 2023 
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