 Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd February 2016 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman


R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 

J Dean-Kimili  

A Greason

S Wright

L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
B Flynn



H Williams

Cllr C Prescott


Cllr A Bowles 

017/16
Dispensations


Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall 
018/16
Public Participation

There was no public participation.
019/16 
Signing of Minutes –

All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 6th January 2016.
020/16
Matters Arising


Drainage:  Chairman had made a site visit with Cllr Prescott of the main parish road drainage problem areas including Eastling Road, Whitehill, Vicarage Lane and Box Lane with Kevin Gore from Kent Highways who noted the issues for repair.

Highways:  Chairman has spoken several times with Kent Highways about various potholes, many of which he was assured were to be repaired, but was not able to discuss the suggestion for Stalisfield Rd junction that has come from a parishioner.

Speedwatch:  Cllr Simmons and two parishioners had attended the speed indicator device training event on 18th January.  The process is reasonably straightforward but two people are required. Clerk will contact Newnham PC to find out how we could borrow their device and what it would cost.  Apparently Borden PC could also make a speed indicator device available.  Clerk will also inform Kent Police that we wish to go ahead with the scheme, initially located along Brogdale Road.

Street lighting upgrade: Chairman had reminded UK Power Networks about the revised certificate for the lighting inventory needed so that electricity usage can be revised downwards with EDF Energy.


Litterpick Sat 5th March: This will be part of Clean for the Queen.  It was agreed the litterpick will take place between 10am and 12 noon.  The Clerk will inform Swale that the litter pick waste will be collected at Brogdale Road (entrance to slip road for Brogdale Farm Cottages), by the Champion Hall and by the church in Water Lane.  She will then confirm arrangements to councillors and interested parishioners.  It was agreed to fund the purchase of some chocolate bars to encourage volunteers.
021/16
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
022/16
Champion Hall

Chairman reported that the Methodist Church are sending the Champion Hall to auction on 3rd May but the VAC and OPC are still hoping that their March meetings and also the traditional Easter Egg Hunt can still be held in the hall.  Cllr Greason has been in contact with Rev Bateson about using the church room at Ospringe Church for OPC meetings and as a location for activities such as WI and Gardening Club.  

OPC needs to consider if it will attend the proposed auction just in case there is an opportunity to bid at the original agreed price.  Accordingly the Chairman will check the current PWBL interest rates and discuss with VAC and, if needed, an extraordinary general meeting will be held for OPC to discuss.
023/16
Neighbourhood Plan

Councillors agreed that it would be useful to progress this but the lack of a full complement of councillors to cope with the substantial demands of generating a neighbourhood plan is of concern.
024/16
Local Community Assets


Regarding OPC’s application to register Joyce Field as a community asset, Swale BC are awaiting a response from their legal department, and the owners’ land agent has acknowledged the application.    


At future meetings OPC will consider other parish sites that may benefit from being registered as community assets.  


The proposal to transfer the running of the playground from Swale BC to OPC is ongoing while Chairman awaits further information from Swale about the likely costs and issues the transfer would raise. 
025/16
Standing Orders

It was agreed the Chairman would redraft the current standing orders using the 2014 NALC model standing orders as a template and circulate to councillors for comment and agreement at the next meeting. 
026/16
Planning

15/510731/FULL Stable Cottage, Belmont Paddocks, Skooks Hill – change of use of barn to dwelling, alterations to existing dwelling, 3 bay garage with loft store.  We think the proposed external appearance of the house and the barn would be attractive but the extent of the proposed additional accommodation would make this development too large, an increase of twice the permitted development size.  The boiler room is an unattractive addition and should be moved to somewhere less intrusive or at the very least there should be a condition to maintain and extend the existing hedging. The stainless steel flues would be very visible; could an alternative colour such as matt black be installed. We are also concerned at the steep pitch of the garage roof.  



15/510199/NMAMD to 14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house. The clerk sent a photo to Swale Planning of the 3rd storey window that had not received planning permission and this has now gone to Enforcement who will contact the owners.

15/510499/FULL – Retrospective. The Retreat, Faversham Road, Newnham – siting of two mobile homes.  Clerk had submitted OPC’s comments and subsequently a statement had been received seeking to justify the gypsy/traveller status of the residents.


Perry Court Development – having been delayed while Swale BC sought a legal opinion on air quality, this matter will now go to Swale Planning Committee on 31st March.

Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Swale Enforcement will be in contact with the owner about the new access and parking area which requires planning permission.

Land opposite Woodside – Swale Enforcement will now contact the owner regarding the Planning contravention notice.

Vicarage Lane Woodyard – Clerk had received another notification that the chainsaw is still in use.


Box Lane flooding – Clerk to contact local resident seeking more information about flooding in the road possibly caused by activities on a property nearby.

Highways England – consultation on Lower Thames Crossing Route.  Clerk to respond to say we believe the Eastern Southern Route makes sense but we are concerned that if the road network including the M2 is not extended locally to take account of the crossing, it will impact extremely negatively on Swale and particularly affect traffic on the A2 and the A251.


NALC – Petition calling on the government to give parish and town councils the right to appeal planning decisions to the Planning Inspectorate.  Clerk will sign this petition on behalf of OPC.


Swale BC Member Training on Material Considerations in Planning – 18th February.  Clerk will book places for any councillor wishing to attend (two per council).

KALC – Planning Conference 2016 to be held Monday 7th March.
027/16
Finance

Current Account Payments



Chq 1340 Swale BC uncontested election expenses 2015
£98.98 

Chq 1221 Streetlights – maintenance contract 2015-16 payment 4/4
£216.38 


Chq 1222 Streetlights – Lighting repairs Greenleeas
£96.60


Swale BC – notification that the OPC additional precept requirement for 2016-17 for a Band D property will be £25.31 compared to £23.75 in 2015-16, an increase of 6.57%.



KALC – information about the changes to external audit rules.  Clerk to write to KALC seeking confirmation of the external audit proposals.

Swale BC – Clerk to write to them confirming we are unable currently to use the proposed £750 grant from Cllr Prescott’s fund due to uncertainty over the Champion Hall.
028/16
Correspondence


Toads Crossing – Amy, the rep for the toad patrol, had been unable to attend the meeting. It was agreed to purchase two moveable road signs for use by parishioners working on the toad patrol: one will be paid for from OPC funds and the other via personal donation.  Clerk will seek some information from Amy for the OPC website.

KALC – Link to Natural England consultation on potential Outer Thames Estuary Special Protection Area marine extension. Deadline for comments 21 April 2016.

Letter from NALC regarding celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday on 21st April.  Chairman will speak to the Alma and report to the March meeting.

Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – minutes of meeting held 9th April 2015.


KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting to be held 15th February 2016.


KALC – Final published recommendations by Local Government Boundary Commission on new electoral arrangements for KCC.


KCC – consultation on cuts to mobile library service.  Clerk to respond that while this does not affect Ospringe, as the library does not currently stop in the parish, we are concerned that the proposed withdrawal of mobile library stopping points would have a negative impact particularly on the elderly in rural communities.
029/16
Members’ reports

There were no members’ reports.
030/16
Any other business

There was no other business

The meeting ended at 10.30 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 2nd March 2016 at 7.30pm
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