Ospringe Parish Council 

___________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd February 2010 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman 
J Dean-Kimili 
A Gillatt 
C Hudson


M Seaman


R Simmons


R Taylor


L Melville – Clerk


Cllr A Bowles

Cllr C Prescott

Apologies:
J Newitt
12/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 13th December 2009.
13/10
Matters Arising

Porters Lane traffic issues and junction with Stalisfield Rd – The Chairman had again been in contact with Kent Highways. The marker posts have been placed in Porters Lane and the potholes been repaired. Signage to discourage lorries: Kent Highways are awaiting results of trials by Dept of Transport, however Kent Highways will be putting up ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ signs by end-March. The question of private parish funding for highway works is being taken to KCC for advice. Stalisfield Rd junction improvements: Kent Highways have logged some missing signs for replacement by end-April.  Chairman had obtained a rough estimate from Jacobs engineers of £850 plus VAT to carry out a safety assessment of the junction. Cllr Bowles may have some additional funds from April 2010 to assist. Cllr Prescott may also have funds available in the current year. Clerk to contact Swale for application form.

Street lighting  

Chairman has received an electricity supply contract from EDF: he would like the idea of a consolidated supply contract to all 38 PCs in Swale to be considered. Clerk to write to Chairman of Swale KALC asking for this to be tabled at the next available meeting, along with a suggestion that we collectively employ a consultant to sort out the collective lighting issue.

Churchmans Farm


Clerk to remind Swale Enforcement asking them to respond to our query re irregular commercial activity outside the planning laws.

North Downs History Project


Clerk to find out more information.
14/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy


There is still one vacancy on the parish council: efforts to fill this to continue.

15/10
Planning

Letter received from Swale BC about the proposed ‘Local List’ to validate planning applications submitted to Swale; the consultation ends on 11th March. To be discussed at next meeting.


Little Kennaways: A letter from Swale Planning to the resident has been copied to OPC, asking him to respond re their earlier communication.


SW/09/1142   Elverland - Application for one traveller caravan for gypsy family. It was agreed to pass this to the Planning Sub-Committee and papers had been received. Chairman had been contacted by local residents. This is to go to Committee on 4th February and Chairman will attend to register the Parish Council’s objections. 

SW/10/0002 Land adj. Bayfield. The Parish Council welcomes the changes to the external appearance of the two dwellings. However we are disappointed that none of the points in our letter of 22nd November relating to the earlier application have been addressed.

SW/09/1089&10/0019  Brogdale: application for removal of flagpoles and replacement with lampposts and banners in main car parking area.  The residents in the adjacent property have objected to the application. Ospringe Parish Council is opposed to this application. An insufficient case has been made for the amount of lighting required. There is already illumination from the existing spotlight and any shortcomings in lighting could be addressed by low level and low intensity apparatus. We wish to avoid further light pollution in this rural area.  We are also opposed to the banners as unnecessary and the source of noise pollution for the neighbouring properties.

SW/10/0036 Brogdale: Change of use of existing cold store to office space.  The residents in the adjacent property have objected to the application.  The Parish Council has no objections to the design.  Our greatest concern remains the issue of traffic use and the hours of operation of the proposed office. We would have expected to see a transport impact assessment specific to this proposal rather than one used for previous applications. Hours of use are of great concern: other uses on the site having been referred to the enforcement ream relatively recently. If planning permission is to be granted at some stage then we would wish to see clear and unambiguous operating hours. Consider of the application must also take into account the pressure which will be brought to bear on the existing car park facilities.
16/10
Finance


Payments: 


Replacement cheque to Cllr Gillatt (earlier chq cancelled)
£8.00

Chairman’s expenses

£10.00


Alan Gidlow expenses Dec-Jan (Allotment account)
£14.46
17/10
Subsidiarity

It was agreed to obtain firmer quotes for the following items and Clerk will circulate to Councillors an updated schedule of detailed subsidiarity quotations.
· 2 picnic tables & chairs plus fixing. £1,000
· Playground replacement matting and safety check – say, £5,000
· Wheeled pool or snooker table for youth club £350
· Nesting boxes/trees/hedging - tba
· Lettering on memorial - for materials etc (or investigate grant funding) £100.00
· Additional verge cutting - £1,000
· Replacement of 10 outdated street lamps with part-night option £2,200

· Highway advice, and additional highway signs and works - tba

18/10
Correspondence


Swale BC – letter re strategic housing land availability assessment.  Comments on the completed 2008/9 assessment are being welcomed and Chairman encouraged Councillors to respond individual by the end of February by logging onto the website swale.gov.uk/ldf


ROSPA – notification of annual safety inspection.  Clerk to write asking about possibility of a postponement while works are done to the playground under Subsidiarity funding.

KALC agenda for February meeting.


Notice of briefing to be held 8thFebruary for Bapchild Link/Northern Relief Road.


Kent Wildlife Trust – posters and leaflets.  Clerk write to Lorenden School to see if they would be interested in taking part in National Nest Box Week.

19/10
Members’ Reports


Cllr Gillatt had attended the NHS meeting in Faversham re Minor Injuries Unit and possible x-ray dept. The Minor Injuries Unit is underused, possibly due to being under publicised.
20/10
Any other business


Cllr Taylor reported bad potholes on the bridge in Stalisfield Road: he will email Kent Highways.

On behalf of Cllr Newitt the Clerk reported that it is hoped the litterpick will go ahead shortly and Cllr Newitt will circulate details. Also Swale will be approached about the street freighter.

The meeting ended at 10.15pm.  Next meeting to be held 3rd March 2010.
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