Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 8th November 2017 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
J Dean-Kimili 
A Greason (joined the meeting at 7.45pm)
H Williams
S Wright  

K. Lockwood Clerk
Apologies:
B Flynn
R Simmons
Cllr A Bowles
Cllr C Prescott
112/17 Dispensations
It was raised by the Chairman whether dispensations were still necessary for councillors as council tax payers in their own Parish when discussing the annual precept.
Action: Clerk to check this with KALC
113/17 Signing of Minutes –
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th October 2017.
114/17 Public Participation
There was no public participation.
115/17 Matters arising
Anti-social behaviour:  No further information had been received.

Highway Matters: Vicarage Lane drainage works. KHS have now inspected and are of the view that reinstatement was to an acceptable standard. Regarding the name plate sign which had been damaged in the course of the work:
Action: Chairman to contact Gary Gibbs.
The Chairman had noted a few repairs. He also asked for some work to be done on Porters Lane. Gary Gibbs is booking jet patching on Eastling Road and possibly elsewhere.

Lighting:  Chairman had asked Ken Bonner to confirm date for LED replacement lamps. These were being delivered today, so the work should be done within the next 10 days.   This should lead to reduced energy bills with EDF.  The inventory needs to be revised for the electricity bill to be re-calculated.  Kent Highways Services appear to have accepted responsibility for some of the lights in the Parish which OPC had previously assumed to be its responsibility, and this also needs to be reflected in the inventory sent to EDF. Those lamps which KHS now maintain also need to be removed from the inventory for insurance purposes – Clerk and Chairman to liaise once the lamps have been replaced.

Ospringe School: It was decided to leave the matter of parents parking on Joyce Field and in Water Lane as recently it had not been a problem.  Cllr Dean-Kimili noted that there had been reduced use of the allotment car park.  Chairman to monitor the situation.

Willow Farm rubbish: matter outstanding.

Syndale: It was decided not to pursue this matter at present as the signage is mostly within the notice boards for which planning permission was granted.

ROSPA Safety Inspection:  Tony Hoile is ready to carry out the maintenance work – Chairman liaising.

Parish Clerk vacancy: New clerk commenced employment on 1st November 2017.

Damaged bus stop sign outside Champion Hall: Cllr Greason had reported to KCC 2 months ago. The rubbish bin there is also broken.
Action: Clerk to contact KCC to follow up  
Action: Chairman will contact Swale Cleansing regarding a replacement bin once the bus stop has been repaired.
116/17 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There remain two vacancies for parish Councillors. Chairman again reminded the Council to look out for possible recruits.
117/17 Localism and Community Assets
[bookmark: _GoBack]Registering the playground, and the benefits of registering other appropriate facilities or items in the Parish as community assets were discussed.  It was decided that registering the playground was less important as the parish records seem to indicate that this is part of a registered village green along with the forstal.
118/17 Planning 
17/503010/Full Parsonage Farm, Painters Forstal Road
Change of use of 2 existing buildings to use as stables, siting of a mobile stable and installation of a sand school (part retrospective). This had been considered at the previous two meetings. 
Meads Farm and The Retreat
Appeals pending for each site, closing date was 18th Oct. A local resident’s document was noted and the Chairman had emailed.  There were no additional observations. It was noted that SBC had moved forward on its G and T policy, and was in a better position to resist criticism.
SW/0247/2017/FULL E Kent Recycling (Oare Parish Council)
[bookmark: _Hlk498031167]Re-development of the EKR site. Issues highlighted: increased traffic movements on the A2 causing extra problems at Water Lane and Brogdale Road junctions, pollution, ecology -expansion in the Oare area and harm to wildlife. The Chairman asked councilors to forward any comments to him.
Action: Chairman to put views in an email to KCC
17/505182/FULL Bayfield Farm: re application from a refusal in 2016 
The application was discussed at length.  Issues of concern: incomplete bat and owl survey, lack of alternative use not demonstrated, the way the marketing and viability exercise had been carried out, inconsistencies in ‘Trip’ assessment report.  The Chairman read out the Council’s objections to previous application: the development is outside of the village envelope in an AONB, it doesn’t meet the RC6 criteria for conversion or RS6 criteria.  If planning permission was granted OPC had requested a grant under Section 106 towards local facilities (village hall).  It was felt that the application should satisfy all criteria for development outside the village envelope, otherwise it would be easier for other applications to get through.  It was commented that the need is to look at what is best for the community, perhaps realistic use of the site for small scale holiday lets or residential use rather than commercial. 
Action: Chairman to send Council’s views to Swale  



17/505426/SUB Perry Court
Current application relates to an archaeological field evaluation/survey, being one of the conditions of the draft outline planning consent.  A small part of the Perry Court development is in Ospringe Parish, but the Swale Planning List showed only Watling Ward. The Chairman asked the council whether they wanted to look at evidence and comment, leave it or be part of the consultation process.  Cllr Dean-Kimili asked if there was a KCC public comment process.  The Chairman responded that he had not seen one.
119/17 Finance
Current Account Receipts -none reported.
Allotments Receipts-none reported.

Although there were no formal reports of budget verses expenditure for current and allotment accounts over the last four months, the Chairman confirmed that they were both within expectations when the Precept was set.  Less had been spent on a Clerk but the bill for the internal auditor had been higher.  The Chairman Informed Council that the EDF credit had been used up and it was now into expenditure, as expected. The cost of keeping the Allotments maintained was slightly higher due to Tony Hoile undertaking more maintenance.
Ospringe Bank Account Mandates -The Chairman had been to NatWest and all councilors were now on the mandates.
Liz Meville had purchased crosses to lay on behalf of OPC on Remembrance Sunday for £10. 
The Chairman suggested giving Liz an Honorarium of £100 for handover to the new Clerk.  All agreed.
The Chairman suggested a donation of £10 for use of the Church Hall for conducting interviews.
New Clerk’s pay: The Chairman recommended that the new Clerk should start on one point above the base point on NALC’s Spinal Pay Scale.  All agreed.  	
The Chairman had emailed KALC to inform them that the new Clerk was in position.

Payments for Approval:
Current account:
	[bookmark: _Hlk499579788]Chq  1359 3rd installment of lighting maintenance contract
	£225.04

	Chq  1357 Donation to the Church for interviews
	£10.00

	Chq 1358 For use of the Church hall
	£20.00

	Chq 1360 A. Keel reimbursement of payment to Liz Melville for Poppies
	£10.00

	[bookmark: _Hlk498081808]Chq 1361 Honorarium to Liz Melville
	£100.00


Allotment Account:
	Chq 0304 Chairman’s expenses (printing and postage)
	£15.00


200/17 Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
Cllr Flynn had not been able to do the resident survey but he intends to carry it out.
Cllr Williams had sent an email to Lorrywatch and the Chairman was happy for the scheme to be on the OPC website.
Action: Chairman to ask Cllr Flynn to put the details of the scheme on the OPC website.
201/17 Correspondence
List of email correspondence was circulated.  It was agreed that only KCC Streetworks emails regarding trunk roads and other roads near to OPC to be forwarded to Councillors from the Clerk.
Action: Clerk to email a list of relevant correspondence to all Councillors the night before or on the day of next meeting   



202/17 Members’ reports
There were no formal Members’ reports.  However, the Chairman suggested an obituary for Ann Gillatt (an expansion of the narrative of the minutes from 17th Oct Council meeting) to be put on OPC website.  Cllr Greason suggested contacting the family to let them know.
203/17 Any other business
KALC AGM, 18th Nov: focus on 2015-2025 strategic plan. The Chairman asked if there was any interest in going.  Cllr Dean-Kimili said she would look at the papers/minutes of the last meeting.

Parliamentary boundary changes- further information to be obtained
Action: Cllr H Williams to follow up.

Allotments- overhanging branch at Joyce Field allotments affecting BT line to Millers House.
Action: Chairman to contact tree surgeon 

The meeting ended at 9.25 pm

Next meeting:   6th December 2017 at 7.30pm
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