Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd September 2020. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID:82135345492 Password:041106 The meeting commenced at 7.33 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn –Vice-chairman
R Simmons 
C Elworthy joined the meeting at 8.09 pm
A Greason
H Williams

Cllr A Bowles 
Cllr D Simmons joined the meeting at 7.57 pm and left at 8.43 pm

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili had offered apologies due to medical reasons. Unanimously approved.
080/20 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
081/20 Public Participation
There was no formal public participation however two members of the public were in attendance.
082/20 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th of July 2020.  All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th August 2020.
083/20 Matters arising

19/506013/OUT Brogdale Collections planning application for a new visitor centre:- The Chairman had written to the planning officer about the neighbours at Brogdale Farm Cottages not being notified officially about the  planning application. 

Highway Matters:. The ironmongery that had been left sunken following the resurfacing of the road from the bottom of Dark Hill and up through the village towards Eastling has now been re-set after some weeks. The Chairman had contacted Garry Gibbs about the overgrowing hedging at the corner of Well Lane and the Newnham Road, and the passing bays on Porters Lane which have become hollowed out through use and require filling.  The drainage clearing vehicle had been sighted at the bottom of Dark Hill and on the Eastling Road. The roadside markers have also now been installed on the verge either side of the entrance into Perry Court.

Lighting: - The parish council is still waiting to hear from Ken Bonner regarding the problem with the LED lamps.  Cllr H Williams is still willing to look into alternative maintenance suppliers but wishes to establish the current contractual arrangements first. 
Action: The Chairman to look out the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to check whether the UKPN work for the new supply to Column L is contestable
Action:The Chairman to chase Ken Bonner about the problem with the LED lamps.

Playground equipment:-The Chairman and Tony Hoile had completed most of the work highlighted in the RoSpa Report; a new basketball net had been installed, bolts had been replaced in the children’s shelter and on the roundabout, the height of the seat of the main swing had been increased, and the D shackles had been replacedon the infant swing.  The painting highlighted in the RoSpa report had not been carried out as it was not thought to be adversely affecting the safe use of the equipment or its longevity.  The issues with the safety matting have also to be addressed but these were not deemed a serious concern in the RoSPA report. The Chairman had reported some time ago to Swale BC that a tree in the playground had shed a branch but had not received any response. Cllr A Greason suggested it would be a good idea to identify the tree type. The Chairman would ask Swale BC to identify the tree type at the same time as repeating the requests for a visit to check the safety of the tree.

GDPR:- Cllr A Greason had had problems sending and receiving emails with his new councillor email account on his android device. Action: Cllrs C Elworthy, A Greason and the Chairman to liaise.

Gypsy and Traveller issues:- The Chairman had been in correspondence with Graham Thomas about the issues at Elverland.  The Chairman was waiting to hear from the Swale BC enforcement officer. The Chairman would send the correspondence to Cllr A Bowles.

Rural Lanes 
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC regarding parking and traffic problems caused by sightseers viewing the poppies in the field to the east of the A251 opposite Porters Lane, as the poppy field falls within the Parish of Sheldwich.

Faversham Town Council site assessments:-the parish council had been invited to comment. Harold Goodwin would be invited to speak to OPC either at the next meeting or at another date.

Ospringe School’s use of the Allotment track:-The Chairman had written to the school setting out the terms of use.  The Chairman would post a notice up asking Allotment users to avoid driving up and down the track when it is being used by the school.

Online Banking:-Cllr B Flynn reported that he had been told by the bank that there was no facility in online banking whereby payments could only be sent after authorisation by a second person. However, several people could be registered to use online banking. It was suggested that the Clerk would send the invoices for preauthorisation before making payments, although payments up to a certain limit yet to be agreed could be paid by the Clerk and reported to the council at the next meeting. Cllr A Greason suggested that the Standing Orders could be amended to ensure that councillors could check the accounts on a regular basis and asked if the account could be set up so that a text message alert is sent out when a payment is made.  There was a discussion as to whether an upper limit should be set on amounts which could be sent using online banking rather than a cheque. Cllr H Williams suggested that an upper limit be set as it is a new system and as yet untested by the parish council.
Action: Cllr B Flynn to check with the bank whether text message alerts could be set up when an online payment is made.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and finalise the online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: The Chairman to check with KALC whether online banking was commonly used by parish councils to conduct their financial business. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs.
084/20 Parish Councillor Vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits as there were still two vacancies to be filled.

085/20 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:- The Clerk had circulated the planning list prior to the meeting.

20/503545/PNPA Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent.Prior notification for the change of use from premises in light industrial use (class B1(c)) and any land within its curtilage to 1 Dwellinghouse. For its prior approval to: - Transport and Highways impacts of the development. - Contamination risks on the site. - Flooding risks on the site. - Where the building is located in an area that is important for industrial services or storage or distribution services or a mix of those services, whether the introduction of, or an increase in, a residential use of premises in the area would have an adverse impact on the sustainability of the provision of those services. - Provision of adequate natural light in all habitable rooms of the dwellinghouse

20/503542/PNPA Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham KentPrior notification for the change of use from premises in light industrial use (class B1(c)) and any land within its curtilage to 1 Dwellinhouse. For its prior approval to: - Transport and Highways impacts of the development. - Contamination risks on the site. - Flooding risks on the site. - Where the building is located in an area that is important for industrial services or storage or distribution services or a mix of those services, whether the introduction of, or an increase in, a residential use of premises in the area would have an adverse impact on the sustainability of the provision of those services. - Provision of adequate natural light in all habitable rooms of the dwellinghouse.  

We comment as follows relating to both applications: we are concerned that there should be adequate sightlines at what is known to be a difficult junction, especially as there is a likelihood of an increase in traffic movements if these two buildings become converted to domestic use. We acknowledge that there will be a removal of a hedge, but we would like it conditioned that another hedge be put in place as soon as possible.

20/503634/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 7 Hard and soft landscaping and Condition 11 Samples subject to 19/504117/FULL. No comment.

20/500844/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 3 no. houses with parking and gardens. (Resubmission 19/504178/FULL) as amended by drawings received21/08/2020.  We comment as follows: we see no reason to move from our previous comments in the light of the minor amendments in the latest scheme. 

20/503840/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Non Material Amendment Being - Minor amendments to the building elevations Subject to 18/502735/FULL.  No comment.

Planning applications pending:

20/503161/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0ABProposed change of use of part of agricultural barn to farm office.

19/505888/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA . Conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. 

19/505890/LBC Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Listed Building Consent for conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.
19/506038/REM Land Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG.  Reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, including external lighting and pedestrian crossing following an outline application 18/500041/OUT for erection of a new Community Hall, outside recreational facilities and car parking.  The site meeting had taken plan on 5th September. OPC had sent an email to the planning officer saying that none of the councillors could attend.   

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works. Revised plans. Further  amended plans 29.05.2020 & Amended plans 06.07.2020

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans  04.08.2020
[bookmark: _Hlk49018678]
20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY. Erection of 58 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure, and the realignment of drive and parking for the Oasthouse.

20/500918/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/502489/ADV Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Advertisement Consent for 1no. Internally Illuminated Fascia Sign, 1no. Internally Illuminated Projecting Sign, 2no. Internally Illuminated Panel Signs, 1no. Internally Illuminated Freestanding Totem, 1no. Double sided Post Mounted Sign. (as amended by revised drawings received on 03/08/20).

20/502760/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 (Existing Trees and/or Hedges for Removal/to be Retained) Subject to 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. Revised plans. 

20/500844/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 3 no. houses with parking and gardens. (Resubmission 19/504178/FULL 

20/503414/NMAMD Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington.  Non-material amendment: Installation of four 350 watt solar panels on south-facing roof, plus installation of generator to rear of building (relates to original application ref: 19/504117/FULL).

There are also a number of other extant Perry Court planning applications.

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH. Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms. Withdrawn.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full. Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress

APP/V2255/W/20/3253055. Black Cottages Mutton Lane.  Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate for Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  In progress

SBC Decisions:
19/505616/FULL The Coach House Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent Proposal: Demolition of existing Conservatory. Erection of single storey rear and side extensions. Revised plans 20.5.20 Permitted.

20/502897/FULL 4 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF  Demolition of existing side extension and erection of a two storey side/rear extension. (Resubmission of 19/502890/FULL). Permitted.

20/500398/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to condition 14 (Details and cross sections of the amenity bund) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. Permitted.

20/502965/NMAMD- Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Non-material amendment: Alterations to supermarket element of approval, as per covering letter dated 03/07/20 (relates to original application ref: 18/502735/FULL). Permitted.
086/20 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 3rd August 2020 and budget monitoring document.

OPC Current Account
[bookmark: _Hlk28889886]
Chq no 1482 To K Lockwood 2nd quarter pay July -September and one off payment for extra hours (20hrs) £812.80 total 
Chq no 1483 To Mr Fix It For playground repairs and digging out angle iron and concrete £151.56
Receipts: - None.

Allotment Account

Payments for Approval Retrospectively: -
Chq no 0335 To R E and P E Jordan for grass cutting in the Allotment Paddock for £150.00

EDF bills:-Nothing to report.
The main variances had been reported previously.
087/20 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations approval for 2020.
If the council decides to resolve to introduce Online Banking then the Financial Regulations will need to be amended to accommodate the changes. Both documents are a work in progress.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 

088/20 Website Accessibility Statement 
Hugofox the parish council’s host is fully compliant with the new accessibility regulations.  The parish council will strive to comply with the content it puts on the site.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and to continue to develop an accessibility statement for placing on the parish council website.
089/20 Litterpick  
Swale BC had postponed their annual litterpick. Action: The Clerk to place the Litterpick on the agenda for the January meeting.  Cllr R Simmons had used the Countryeye app to report flytipping on Porters Lane.
090/20 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
Graham Middle had replied to the email sent by parish council raising points about the proposed Care Home at Syndale. Action: The Chairman to respond to Graham Middle’s email.
091/20 Members’ reports
Cllr R Simmons reported that the AGM report had been sent out to members of the Friends of Ospringe Church.  There had been no meetings of the Lorenden Trust.
092/20 Any other business:-
Cllr A Greason signed the Acceptance of Officer form after being co-opted back onto the council at the 13th August meeting.
Cllr A Greason had reported online to KCC the indentation which had appeared in the road in Painters Forstal Road just north of the Alma, and which was getting more pronounced.

The meeting ended at 9.06pm.  Next meeting: 7th October 2020.
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