Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 10th April 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



B Flynn


H Williams 


Cllr C Prescott
L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili 


P Griffin 



R Simmons

Cllr A Bowles 
152/13
Public Participation


There was no public participation.  
153/13
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting on 6th March 2013.
154/13
Matters Arising

Brogdale:   Chairman had responded to Tony Hillier and Tom La Dell and reaffirmed the parish council’s request to see the setting up of a forum for all the interested parties at Brogdale (not necessarily with the participation of OPC).  It was noted that Chris Hildyard of GWF had responded to none of the Clerk’s communications.  It is expected that there will be a resubmission of the planning application for the demonstration gardens.


Painter’s Forstal Playground – the Chairman and Terry Rogers will look at the repairs required, when weather permits.

Potholes  -  Chairman had contacted Gary Gibbs who has done some pothole repairs but there are many more; a particularly bad location is the area around the junction of Plumford Lane and Badgins Wood Road.


Direct Tech – vandalised lamp: the Chairman had inspected and this appears to be in order.

Footpath repairs – Clerk had approached Cllrs Prescott and Bowles about the possibility of funding; the sum required is in the order of £1,000.  Cllr Prescott kindly offered £250; Clerk and Chairman will apply to Cllr Bowles for the balance of £750.

OPC Insurance – Two additional quotes for insurance are awaited; a decision on insurance renewal will be made at the next meeting.

Parish Litter pick – this had been held on 23rd March and despite the bad weather was a great success.  Clerk had written to Kelly Upson at Swale thanking her for her assistance, and the Chairman asked for the council’s thanks to be noted to all those who took part, particularly the organisers John and Pat Griffin, Jeanette Dean-Kimili and Jenny Newitt.  Clerk asked to write to Alan Turner at Swale to ask about the support that Swale can offer for voluntary parish litter picks, as litter grabbers etc were in very short supply and Clerk was unable to source good quality items.
155/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies


There are three vacancies for Councillors and a full complement of councillors is much needed.  The Chairman urged Councillors to encourage suitable applicants.
156/13
Neighbourhood Plans


Chairman still needs to arrange the first Steering Group meeting. He had received an email from Brian Lloyd commenting on the Parish Council’s resolution regarding the NP project; he will meet to discuss with Brian and confirm that the parish council does wish to proceed but remains mindful of the financial cost and availability of funding. Cllr Flynn firmly believes that steering group meetings should be open to the public.
157/13
Planning

SW/13/0218 – 63 Ospringe Street, replacement kitchen to rear. No comments; noted that this is outside of the parish.

Julian Herrington had written to the Clerk on behalf of CUT to say he had been in contact with Tom La Dell, and that CUT have written to the MP Hugh Robertson about the national fruit collection at Brogdale.  Julian hopes to attend the annual parish meeting with an update on CUT’s activities.

158/13 
Finance

Notification was received from Swale BC that grass cutting costs for April 2013-March 2014 will be £425.30 plus VAT.

Direct Tech has informed the Clerk that their street lighting maintenance charges will increase by 3.8% in 2013-14.


It was noted that HMRC Real Time Reporting for PAYE commences this month.  A town clerk in Shropshire, Diane Malley, had written offering a complete PAYE service which would cost Ospringe Parish Council £45 pa.  It was Resolved that the Clerk would take up references and subject to these pass the PAYE over to Diane.


The Clerk still needs to update bank mandate forms for Cllrs Williams and Griffin so they can become cheque signatories.


The annual audit for 2012-13 will be conducted by Littlejohn chartered accountants. Clerk will contact Kevin Funnell and ask if he will undertake the internal audit.

Current account expenditure:


Swale BC for grass cutting Apr 2012-March 2013
£494.54


CPRE annual subscription 2013-14
£29.00

Action with Communities in Rural Kent subscription 2013-14
£35.00


KALC annual subscription 2013-14
£251.93


It was agreed to pay cheques next time to Whitehill Chapel for rent in arrears July 2012-March 2013 £160.00 (£20 per month).  To Lorrie Clark £25.00 for setting up the hall, and to send a donation to Citizens Advice Bureau of £25.00.

Allotments account expenditure


St Johns College allotments rental quarterly in arrears
£415.00


Chairman’s expenses for costs of sending out allotment rent demands etc
£65.00
159/13
Correspondence

Direct Tech had again written to request a decision on replacement of the sox lamps in the parish; Chairman to peruse.


KALC: copy of a letter they sent to DCLG with their concerns about various issues such as localism and the revised Members’ Code of conduct.


Swale Democratic Services: notification of annual parish councillor allowances. OPC does not offer allowances but will refund petrol mileage if required at recommended rates. 


Mid Kent Downs Steering group: notification of next meeting to be held in June.


Police Commissioner for Kent: invitation to attend next public meeting on 24th April in Faversham.


KALC – circulated KCC’s consultation on proposed changes to street lighting.


KALC – notification of Kent’s first Speedwatch conference.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – notes of last meeting.


KALC – minutes of Swale Area Committee held 4th March; noted that Dr Hilary Newport of Protect Kent was a speaker.


Oast to Coast – to Chairman.


CPRE Fieldwork – to Chairman


Countryside Voice – to Chairman
160/13
Members’ Reports


Cllr Flynn reported that he attended a successful Gardeners Club Spring show held at Champion Hall.  
161/13
Any Other Business


The Chairman noted that Ospringe Chronicles will no longer be delivered but will be available either electronically or by post on application. Clerk to attempt to find out if this is due to funding issues or for some other reason.


The clerk reminded Councillors that the next meeting will be both the annual parish meeting and the annual parish council meeting. She will circulate the names of invitees to councillors so they can add to the list if required.

It was agreed to move the July parish council meeting from 10th July to 17th July (due to Clerk’s unavailability).


The meeting ended at 9.45 pm.     

Next meeting: Wednesday 15th May 2013 at 7.30pm   (Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting)
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