Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 20th May 2009 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



A Gillatt 
C Hudson


J Newitt


M Seaman


R Taylor 



R Simmons

 




L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr C Prescott
The first part of the meeting was attended by one member of the public and by George Chandler of Kent Highways who discussed the Sittingbourne Northern Relief Road.  The Chairman adjourned the meeting for Mr Chandler’s presentation. The meeting was then reconvened.
43/10
Election of Officers – Nomination of Andrew Keel as Chairman was made by Cllr Hudson, seconded by Cllr Gillatt.  Cllr Keel accepted and thanked the Council for their continuing confidence.  Nomination for Colin Hudson as Vice Chairman was made by Cllr Keel, seconded by Cllr Simmons.  It was agreed that Cllrs Simmons and Hudson would remain KALC representatives.  The Chairman asked Cllr Dean-Kimili to take over from Mike Barnett as Tree Warden. Clerk to send her some information. Cllr Simmons remains the Lorenden Trust representative, and she reminded the meeting that the Trust still has one vacancy for a Parish Councillor.
44/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 7th April 2010.
45/10
Matters Arising

Traffic Issues – the various potholes around the parish and reporting of these to Aprille Hall were discussed.  The Chairman to write again to Aprille listing all the problems, and inviting her to attend a future parish council meeting.  The Chairman had received an initial report on the Stalisfield Road junction from Jacobs consulting engineers, but he needs to discuss this further with them before tabling the report at a parish council meeting.


Painter’s Forstal Road path clearance – the path has still not been cleared, Chairman to progress with Alan Marolia at Swale.


Street lighting maintenance contract – the Chairman has this in hand.
46/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The Chairman urged Councillors to approach anyone who has lived in the parish a long while and who could be interested.
47/10
Annual governance and audit

The internal auditor Kevin Funnell had visited the Clerk and internally audited the parish accounts.  The bank reconciliation statement was circulated.  The Parish Council reviewed the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment.  It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process and financial risk assessments had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required.  Accordingly it was Resolved that the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) should sign off the Annual Return for year ended 31 March 2010.

              Ospringe Parish Council is required to formally adopt a risk assessment scheme. The Chairman had obtained a model scheme from KALC which he had used as the basis of a risk assessment document which was tabled.   It was Resolved to adopt this document as the Ospringe Parish Council risk assessment scheme. The Clerk will place the document on the website and circulate to Councillors.

48/10
Planning


SW/10/0327  Whitehill Cottage – Removal of tree.  Clerk to write to Swale Planning asking if their Tree Officer could visit the site; we would be happy to accept his recommendations.


SW/10/0324 4 2 Abbots Hill Cottages, Water Lane. Application for installation of photovoltaic cells on outbuilding.  Notification of withdrawal of application.


SW/10/0327 4 Brogdale Farm Cottages.  Application for single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and loft conversion.  Notification of refusal of planning permission.



SW/10/0454 Brogdale.  Erection of two non illuminated signs adjacent to the entrance.  Clerk to write to Swale Planning to say we are concerned at the proliferation of disparate signs at Brogdale. We would welcome replacement of the existing signage with perhaps three signs but would not wish any additional, new, signage to be approved.  

The Clerk was also asked to write to Graham Thomas at Swale Planning about SW/09/1089 - the new lighting at Brogdale (the spotlight on the building and the car park lights) which should not be used outside the hours of 7am to 9pm.  These lights are on much later than 9pm, causing distress to residents.

SW/10/0455 Elverland. Change of use of part unit N - to use class 81 (a) including new build element and demolition of redundant floor space. Chairman to respond to Swale Planning. 


SW/10/0417 land adj. Forstal House.  This is a new application for a larger property.  OPC Planning Sub Committee had reported their comments on this to Swale Planning and the letter was circulated to the meeting.


Tesco Pharmacy, Faversham – application for 100hr licence.  Clerk to write saying we oppose this application as we think the town and its environs are already adequately served by the existing pharmacy outlets.


Other planning matters: 


- 
Meadow cottage pond: this is not large enough to warrant a planning application.


- 
Churchmans Farm. Jo Millard at Swale Planning had sent Enforcement Officers to check the situation and Planning have now advised the owners that a planning application for the new business uses is required.

- 
Willow Farm. The festival will not now go ahead in June. Swale Enforcement are looking at prosecuting re the scaffolding along the M2.


- 
New Barns. There has been an appeal. Swale may serve an Enforcement Notice.

-
The chairman is to respond to Swale BC on the gypsy and traveller consultation on behalf of Ospringe Parish Council. 


-
Letter from KCC to say they are changing their consultation procedures for planning applications and are asking that application papers and supporting documents are submitted electronically.

49/10
Finance


Receipts:


Swale BC for Parish Precept first half year
£2,250.00


Swale BC for lighting grant first half year
£750.00


Allotment account:


Shepherd Neame brewery for tree pruning works at allotments
£400.00


Payments:

AON Insurance for 2010/11

 (Chairman to check the policy before cheque is sent)
£972.41

David Wheatley repairs to noticeboard
£185.59


Direct Tech 1st payment street lighting maintenance contract 2010/11
£181.40


Allotment account:

Andrew Keel Chairman’s expenses
£15.00

50/10
Correspondence


Swale BC.  Letter reminding Councils to keep their Register of Members’ Interests up to date.


Swale BC. Letter about Swale Core Strategy.


Kent County Agricultural Show: letter of information.


Swale BC draft 3rd sector strategy consultation.  Cllr Taylor to supply comments (Deadline is 15th June)


Kent Highways. Letter about pothole contracts.


Swale In Bloom. Poster for this completion.  Clerk to place on noticeboard.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent.  Confirmation of membership, and information about Kent Village of the Year.


Citizens Advice Bureau. Letter of thanks for donation.


Local resident Graham Elvy: email to Chairman about Elverland caravans.  

51/10
Members’ Reports


There were no Members’ Reports.
52/10
Any Other Business


The Clerk and Cllr Gillatt provided flyers for Ospringe in Bloom and asked Councillors to kindly deliver in the parish.

Cllr Newitt reported that one of the posts on the Forstal had rotted through. Clerk to obtain a quote from Dave Else for replacing. Clerk also to obtain a quote from David Wheatley for repairs to the church noticeboard, and write to the church asking if they might pay half the cost.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 9th June 2010 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 10.15 pm
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