Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 16th July 2014 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



 B Flynn


A Greason 



R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 


L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili   



P Griffin 



H Williams 


Cllr A Bowles 


Cllr C Prescott

077/14
Public Participation


There was no public participation
078/14 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th June 2014.
079/14
Matters Arising

Country House Developments – Guy Osborne had still not responded to the council with examples of similar schemes.




Porters Lane signage: It was agreed to go ahead with the cheaper quote from Casement Signs.  Clerk will obtain agreement to the new sign from Sheldwich PC and then seek technical approval from Steve Darling at Kent Highways before Cllr Greason places the order.

Streetlights maintenance contract – Matter is ongoing.


 Speeding issues   Cllr Greason had organised the portable safety sign and reported that he had already noted several cars slowing down when it was displayed in the village. He and Cllr Flynn will arrange publicity with Faversham Times.

Ospringe School/allotments  Chairman reported that land agents GWF had no objection to OPC speaking direct to the school to organise an agreement over permission to use the rear gate on defined terms.  Chairman is to write to Savills the new property agents and invite them to visit.

Remembrance events -  Chairman will speak to Derek Macey about the possibility of a commemorative tree in Lorenden Park and also about joining in with national plans for fields of commemorative poppies.


ROSPA/swings   The annual safety inspection is imminent.  The repair/replacement of toddler swings is ongoing.
080/14
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
081/14
Champion Hall


Matter ongoing.
082/14
Neighbourhood Plan

Matter ongoing
083/14
Planning


KCC/SW/0135/14 – Ospringe School.  Revised documents had been received, including a traffic assessment report. Clerk to write again commenting that Water Lane is completely unsuitable to support any increase in school size or numbers and also saying that it is the school-related on-road parking that is the main cause of residents’ issues with the school.  Also she will comment that according to the plans two trees will need to be removed, including a walnut, but that there is no information given on type and location of replacements.

084/14
Finance


Current Account Payments


AON Insurance – IPT payment re annual insurance renewal for 2014-15
£30.27

HMRC – PAYE for Clerk April to June 2014
£103.40

Liz Melville – Clerk pay April to June 2014
£414.40


Casement Signs – for portable road safety sign
£23.82


Streetlights – payment 2 of 2014-15 annual maintenance contract
£211.12


Allotment Account Payments

Tony Hoile – mowing/strimming allotments
£120.00

Allotment Account Received

EBAY sale of mower for spares (cash received)
£10.00

085/14
Correspondence

KCC – updated Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way for Kent.  Clerk will organise scanning in of the maps for councillors.

KCC – information on the street lights trial switch off and related Experimental Speed Limit Order.


KALC Swale Area Committee – email correspondence between committee chairman and Swale BC about SBC’s draft statement of intent.


KALC Swale Area Committee – forwarded information from NALC in response to the secretary of state’s comments on NALC and media relations.


Cllr Andrew Bowles – May activities update.

KALC Swale Area Committee – minutes of June meeting.


KALC – forwarded information from KCC on Kent-wide Health and Wellbeing Strategy refresh.


Faversham Local Engagement forum – agenda for meeting held 1st July.


Swale Rural Forum – notification of next meeting to be held 19th August.


KALC – notification of councillors’ conference to be held 19th July.


Jeffrey Rell – email from this gentleman hoping to plant a tree in memory of his partner who was from Ospringe. Chairman suggested the allotments as a location. Clerk will contact Mr Rell accordingly.
086/14
Members’ reports

There were no members’ reports.

087/14
Any other business


Cllr Williams had circulated an email to councillors concerning removal of hedgerow along Stalisfield Road. He had also informed Jo Millard of Swale Enforcement who has taken on the case.

The meeting ended at 8.30 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd September at 7.30pm
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