Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th September 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained but face coverings were not worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.34pm.  The Chairman presented an Ospringe in Bloom prize to the prize winner who was able to attend.  The Chairman thanked the judges for organising the competition. The judges gave a short presentation about the criteria used to judge the gardens in the competition this year, given the difficult growing conditions. The prize winner and the two judges left the meeting.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
R Simmons
B Flynn
C Elworthy

Cllr D Simmons
Cllr R Lehmann

K Lockwood - Clerk
Apologies: 
A Greason- other commitments - approved
A Bowles- other commitments-approved
	
108/22 Covid Restrictions
Precautions would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis.  Due to the small number of people and the well-ventilated room masks were not worn on this occasion.
109/22 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
110/22 Public Participation. There was none.

111/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2022.

112/22 Matters arising

Unneighbourly behaviour:-The PC had not been informed of any more incidences. 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:-  The Chairman and Cllr C Elworthy to liaise about the types of trees to buy. 

Dog bins:- The Chairman had again been in contact on several occasions with Swale BC about the lack of emptying of the bins, leading to overflowing bins.  The bin outside the Anglican catholic church is on Swale BC’s list for emptying.  The PC would look into where would be a good place to site another bin. 

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:-  Potholes on Painters Forstal Road had been seen to.  There was concern that not all of Vicarage Lane had had road re-surfacing work carried out, leaving some potholes on the easternmost part of the lane. Cllr R Lehmann would enquire with Highways about painting a length of kerb along the road on Water Lane adjacent to the concrete culvert opposite Norman’s Wood to make it more prominent. It is potentially dangerous especially when two cars are passing. 

On Plumford Lane at the A251 junction a tree is overgrown making it difficult to see oncoming traffic when exiting the junction. Cllr D Simmons had raised this with Sheldwich PC. The Chairman will endeavour to speak to the Chairman of Sheldwich and Badlesmere Parish Council

T Hoile is still looking to get an appropriate post for the Forstal. 

Playground:-  Swale BC had looked at the damaged tree that the Chairman had reported and have matters in hand. The RoSPA report had been received and the parish council was taking stock of this. Maintenance would need to be carried out as tree roots are affecting the ground surface in some places.  Top soil could be used to bed down the matting and fill in gaps between the wooden surround and the surfacing in the short term. Subsidence below the roundabout was noted. Although not dangerous, professional advice would need to be sought about this. 

Speed Watch:-  Cllr C Elworthy and the Speed Watch team had been out recording traffic speeds.  A slight reduction in speed had been noted. 

Lighting:-The Chairman would look at alternatives to the current energy provider.

GDPR and Website Review:- Cllr B Flynn would be asked to report more fully at the next meeting 

Local Plan Review:-We continue to await further news about the next steps going forward.

Parishes to Town: Active Travel network:- Adrien Berandt had updated the Chairman about the scheme.

Joyce Field allotments:- The Chairman is investigating having the allotments reinstated as an asset of community value. More maintenance is needed on the allotments including on individual plots, as well as tree and hedge cutting. There are no vacant allotments at present. 

Churchman’s Farm:- The PC would seek clarification from Alice Reeves regarding her email.
113/22 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
114/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents would be updated.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 
115/22 Community Hall Funding Request 
The Chairman updated councillors on discussions with PFCA over funding of the new community hall. The Chairman had met on two occasions with the chair of PFCA and had discussed the proposal of a grant of £50,000 to PFCA towards the cost of the hall, in line with what had been discussed at the August meeting of the council. This was a figure acceptable to PFCA. The chairman would now continue the various steps necessary to advance this, including the formal report to the council pursuant to which the council would need to formally consider and if deemed appropriate approve the grant. The Clerk would produce a draft budget required to go in the report to the Ministry for borrowing approval. Any typing involved would be contracted out. The Chairman had been in touch with the Ministry who are aware of the situation. There is still much work to do for any borrowing approval and public consultation. Progress would be subject to a legal agreement; a draft had been prepared by the PC’s legal advisor and forwarded to PFCA. The IIA had also assessed the business plan. 

116/22 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
22/503367/Full The Retreat Elverland Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SP.Retrospective application for change of use of the land for the stationing of two static mobiles and two touring caravans for Gypsy/Traveller occupation for a single family. Creation of access and track and associated hard soft landscaping. The Council agreed to send a response strongly objecting to the application.  

[bookmark: _Hlk113535637]22/504057/NMAMD Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RHNon-material amendment to application 21/502542/FULL: Mansard pitched roof in place of hip roof. No objections.
[bookmark: _Hlk113534752]
21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. Amended plans received 13th June 2022.   No objections.

Planning Applications pending:

22/503072/FULL Hansletts Farm Well Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SD Replacement of existing conservatory with sun room, erection of replacement porch, and erection of a single storey side and rear extension. 

22/503176/FULL Whitehill Cottage Whitehill Brogdale road Faversham Kent ME13 0DN
Demolition of existing single storey rear extension and erection of a two storey rear extension, including installation of solar panel to roof.  

22/503382/LDCEX Parsonage Farm Parsonage Farm Bungalow Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EW. Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) for the continued occupation of the property without compliance with the agricultural occupancy condition.

22/502432/REM Land At Karussel Mutton Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UH Approval of Reserved Matters with appearance and landscaping being sought pursuant to 19/502706/OUT for - (Outline application for the demolition of existing garage and erection of 1no. three bedroom bungalow (Access, Layout and Scale being Sought), as amended by drawing 775:P02A received 18/09/2019). (Resubmission of 22/500343/REM).

22/500912/FULLThe Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective). 

22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)  

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 


21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

SBC Decisions:
22/502779/FULL 4 Porters Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0DR  Demolition of existing outbuilding and covered area, erection of rear canopy, and alterations to windows and doors. Permitted.

22/502522/FULL 11 Bayfield Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0EF  Demolition of existing outbuilding, and erection of a detached two bedroom dwelling with associated access and driveway.  Permitted.

22/503167/TPOA Prior House Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DU
TPO application to reduce height of one Beech from 8m to no less than 6m, and reduce the radial spread from 7m to 4m.  Permitted.

22/503164/FULL Newcastle Barn Box Lane Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0RU
Change of use of third of the ground floor (incorrectly cited originally as first floor) of an agricultural building to an office. Permitted. 

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

21/504300/FULL PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/22/3296729 Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe. Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). In progress. 

The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.

117/22 Finance

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account

Chq no 1568 To Ospringe Church for September meeting £20.00

Chq no 1569To Streetlights Limited for 2nd quarter maintenance contract £236.87

Chq no 1570 To Surrey Hills Solicitors for legal advice £132.00

Chq no 1571 To Play Safety Limited for ROSPA report £96.60

Chq no 1572To K Lockwood for 2nd quarter Clerk’s pay £639.00

Chq no 1573To KALC for Clerk’s conference £72.00

Chq no 1574 To A Keel reimbursement for Ospringe in Bloom prizes £90.00

Chq no 1575 To A Keel for Chairman’s expenses £20.00

Chq no 1576 To CPRE for annual subscription £38.00

Receipts:-None to report.

Payments for Approval:-
Allotment Account

Chq no 0370 To T Hoile for clearing allotment, spraying and chemical £160.00

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills:-None to report  

The Clerk had circulated a bank reconciliation as at 3rd August 2022 and budget monitoring document before the meeting including areas which it is estimated would be over budget. 

The Council had received an email to opt out of external audit. All agreed to not to opt out as advised by KALC. 
118/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
KALC News July  – noted.
Eastern Area committee Swale date of next meeting 29th September – noted.
PSCO report for July and August -noted. 
KALC SAC AGM and Minutes-noted.
SAAA 2022 Opt out communication-noted.
119/22 Members’ reports
Cllr R Simmons reported from the Friends of Ospringe Church that a tree would be planted in the churchyard in memory of Joan Tovey, and tree work was in progress in the churchyard. 

The repair work on the war memorial had been undertaken by the Swale BC overseen by a consultant. 

Cllr R Lehmann informed the council that there were potential grants for warm banks, community buildings where people could go to keep warm in light of the energy crisis 

120/22 Any other business 
Cllr D Simmons informed the PC that “quiet lanes” would be on the Agenda at the December JLB meeting. There is a suggestion that Plumford and Porters Lane could be designated quiet lanes. 

Meeting ended at 8.42 pm

Next meeting: 5th October 2022
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