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The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd March 2016 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:		A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn - Vice Chairman 
	J Dean-Kimili  
	A Greason 
	R Simmons  
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:		H Williams
	S Wright
	Cllr C Prescott	
	Cllr A Bowles 
		
031/16	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall 

032/16	Vice Chairman
	Cllr Rosemary Simmons resigned as Vice Chairman and Cllr Flynn was proposed by Cllr Dean-Kimili to take her place, seconded by Cllr Andrew Keel.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr Brian Flynn be appointed Vice Chairman.  Cllr Simmons will continue to serve as a parish councillor and Chairman thanked her and Cllr Flynn.

033/16	Public Participation
	A local resident attended wishing to speak about Perry Court and the application by The Butcher of Brogdale.  He commented on Perry Court that local residents are still very much campaigning against it and asked OPC on their behalf to attend and comment on the application at the Swale Planning Committee to be held on 31st March.  
	Regarding the application by The Butcher of Brogdale, he commented that since last summer he had on and off been monitoring the activities at Brogdale outside of the permitted core hours for working and delivery and had recorded numerous instances. He also commented that he had made complaints to Swale which appear not to have been registered.

034/16 	Signing of Minutes –
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the  Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd February 2016.

035/16	Matters Arising
		Drainage:  Following the Chairman’s site visit with Cllr Prescott and Kevin Gore from Kent Highways it was noted that Kent Highways are being very slow to rectify the drainage issues identified. Chairman will continue to chase. 
	Highways:  Chairman noted that some potholes have been white-marked for repair, but again the identified issues are being slow to be rectified.  Chairman will continue to chase.
	Speed watch:  Clerk has arranged a site visit with Kent Police on 23rd March, looking at various parish sites where the SID could be used; once signed off by the police the parish will be able to use a device at those agreed locations.
	Street lighting upgrade: The revised certificate for the lighting inventory is still not forthcoming. Clerk will check the next energy bill from EDF to see if costs have gone down.
	Litterpick Sat 5th March: Cllr Dean-Kimili had produced a flyer and had found several volunteers at Water Lane. However with lack of availability of councillors to oversee the litter pick at Painter’s Forstal it was agreed to abandon that location.  OPC will need to sign for the litter pickers and any that go astray will need replacing at £8.25 each. Next year, instead of one annual event, we will consider obtaining our own litter pickers for interested volunteers and clearing litter ‘little and often’.
036/16	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.

037/16	Champion Hall
	Chairman reported that March 2016 would be the last OPC meeting to be held in the hall and that alternative arrangements would need to be made for the future.  Clerk to contact Rev Tracy Bateson about using the church room; Rev Bateson has kindly opened it to most current users of the Champion Hall.  A risk assessment will need to be undertaken for the church room’s use re the public participation part of our meetings.  Clerk will also contact Swale BC to make them aware that the hall will not be available for the June referendum.
	The Champion Hall will go to auction on 3rd May.  The VAC had asked the Chairman to check PWBL costs, but had not yet responded to OPC’s letter seeking agreement of terms for our relationship.  After discussion it was agreed that in the current circumstances it would be imprudent for the parish council to attend the auction and bid for the hall. Meanwhile the Chairman reported the good news that a parishioner is in talks to donate a piece of land for the community to build a new hall. 

038/16	Neighbourhood Plan
	Due to lack of progress because of other commitments of the parish council and insufficient human resources, it was agreed to remove this as a regular agenda item and to review after 3 months.

039/16	Local Community Assets
	Chairman reported that Swale BC had accepted OPC’s application to register Joyce Field as a community asset, however  the landowner has eight weeks to request Swale to review its decision.    
	Chairman had been given information by Swale BC on likely annual costs to OPC if the Painters’ Forstal playground transfer went ahead:  Grass - £287.77, Hard surface/path - £16.08.  In addition there could be some tree inspections (£500 every 3 years) and works as necessary; and adhoc works such as repairing the path or boundary wall. It was RESOLVED in view of these costs balanced against the benefit of tasking a long lease of the playground land not to proceed with taking over the playground area at the current time. Chairman will write to Graeme Tuff accordingly.

040/16	Standing Orders
	Matter deferred to next meeting. 

041/16	Planning
	15/504264/OUT Perry Court Development – this matter will now go to Swale Planning Committee on 31st March and Cllr Dean-Kimili will confirm whether she can attend.    
	Chairman will write to Kent Highways asking them to reconsider their comments as they do not take into account the full effects of the development on traffic particularly on Brogdale Road and the surrounding rural lanes and suggesting that, although unimplemented planning applications are not taken into account, they should consider the further impact of the permission for 63 houses on the land opposite the Perry Court proposed development.  
	Clerk will write to Swale Planning about the very recent national reports on scientific evidence linking pollution with poor health outcomes. Notwithstanding the reports submitted by the applicants on air quality, we remain extremely concerned that these most recent scientific reports underline the dangers of air pollution. Also the travel plan submitted by the applicants is insubstantial and not based on any evidence or evaluable outcomes.
	15/510199/NMAMD to 14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house. Enforcement matter – Clerk to chase.
	15/510499/FULL The Retreat Faversham Road - change of use of land to a residential caravan site, for two Romani Gypsy families - 2 static caravans, two touring caravans, parking 4 vehicles with associated hardstanding, and septic tanks/water treatment plants.  Appeal against Enforcement Notice. .  Clerk had submitted OPC’s comments previously and subsequently a statement had been received seeking to justify the gypsy/traveller status of the residents.  Clerk and Chairman to prepare a response to the Planning Inspectorate.
	15/509545/FULL Hill Top Farm, Elverland Lane - Removal of condition 1 of SW/10/1446 (Application to vary condition 1 of planning permission SW/05/1316 (personal & temporary condition) to make the planning permission permanent or vary the condition for a further temporary permission for 4 years.  The applicant’s agent had submitted additional information about gypsy status: Clerk will write to Swale Planning encouraging them to carefully evaluate the information.
	The Butcher of Brogdale -   Variation of condition 1 of 14/500986 (Removal of condition 1 of approved SW/13/0409 to allow for further use of the meat preparation premises in accordance with condition 7 of approved SW/13/0409.) - to allow for the permanent use of the meat preparation premises.  Clerk will comment to Swale Planning that despite the report from the applicant’s agent stating there have been ‘no complaints bar one’, a resident has been monitoring the situation and has identified various breaches of Condition 10 in that there has been movement between the food preparation area, the cold store and the shop outside of the permitted core hours. The resident has told us that complaints he has made to Swale have not been investigated, or at least no response has been received from Swale Planning about the breaches he has reported.  We would like Swale to take the resident’s comments into consideration when looking at this application and we would ask Swale Planning to ensure that Condition 10 is rigorously applied, which to date does not appear to have been the case.
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter.  Swale Enforcement were to contact the owner about the new access and parking area which requires planning permission.  Clerk will chase.
	Land opposite Woodside – Swale Enforcement were to contact the owner regarding the Planning contravention notice. Clerk will chase.
	Vicarage Lane Woodyard – Clerk had received another notification that the chainsaw is still in use.
	Box Lane flooding – Robert Anglin of Swale Enforcement had made an inspection of the area but did not regard this as an enforcement matter. Clerk will contact him again as the issue is whether the planning permission for that location has been adhered to, not whether the approved planning works had caused the additional flooding.
042/16	Finance
	Current Account Payments
		Chq 1223 Streetlights – lighting repair Brogdale Rd (vandalised)	£95.70 
	Chq 1224 HMRC – Clerk PAYE Jan-March 2016	£108.40 
	Chq 1225 Liz Melville – Clerk pay Jan-March 2016	£433.40
		NALC – Updates to Model Financial Regulation. Chairman to peruse.
	NALC – confirmation that referendum principles will not apply to parish and town councils for 2016/17.
	KALC – Response to Clerk’s query about external audit procedures for the next three years. In 2015-16 and 2016-17 there will be no substantive change to the system.

043/16	Correspondence
		Toads Crossing – Clerk is awaiting the mobile road signs from Casement Signs.
	Chairman – emails with local resident about a possibly dangerous loose dog seen in the vicinity of the parish.  Clerk to inform Swale animal control officer.
	Swale BC – information on the Swale Playing Pitch Strategy.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly update
	KALC – further information on Queen’s 90th Birthday Beacons (OPC will not be taking part).
	KALC – information on Community Resilience Workshops.
	Swale Rural Forum – agenda for meeting 23rd February.
	Swale Joint Transportation Board- Agenda for meeting 7th March.
	NALC – update from Chief Executive on media and lobbying.
044/16	Members’ reports
	Cllr Greason reported that the VAC is planning for removal of all items from Champion Hall prior to its sale at auction.  The plaque for ‘Best Kept Village’ has already been moved.  OPC has many items of youth club play equipment and also the parish noticeboard.  Cllr Greason will keep the council informed.

045/16	Any other business
	Cllr Simmons reported that the post box which had been re-sited outside Whitehill House was causing dangerous problems of access and visibility.  Clerk will write to the Post Office asking for it to be moved to a better location in the same area.
	Cllr Greason reported that there is a lot of detritus in the centre of some lanes in the area and is concerned that as vegetation starts to seed and grow from it there will be a greater erosion of the road surfaces.  Chairman will attempt to get Kent Highways to clear the worst areas of the lanes.

	The meeting ended at 10.30 pm
	Next meeting:  Wednesday 6th April 2016 at 7.30pm
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