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The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 in the Church Rooms, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn – Vice Chairman
	J Dean-Kimili  
	A Greason
		R Simmons    
	H Williams
	S Wright 
	Cllr C Prescott
		L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	 Cllr A Bowles   
		

117/16	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

118/16	Public Participation
	There was no public participation.

119/16 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 5th October 2016.

120/16	Matters Arising
		Highway matters:   Chairman has been coordinating with Gary Gibbs over parish pothole repairs.  Vicarage Lane drainage issue remains outstanding and Chairman has again been in touch with KCC drainage department but the response has been frustrating. 
	Speed limits – Clerk had perused the BRAKE website: cost of installing new signage etc when speed limits are altered could be a reason why many authorities do not wish to take this on so it appears OPC may have to offer to finance any speed limit changes if the PC wishes to pursue this.  Clerk to contact Guy Rollinson at Kent Police for his advice on who to contact to take this forward.
	Lighting - Streetlights had informed the parish council that a vandal-proof light (replacement for one in Brogdale Road) would cost £295 plus VAT; it was agreed not to replace at the current time but to consider as part of phase two of the street lighting upgrade which is yet to be finally agreed and commenced.  Cllr Williams will speak to Ken Bonner about various parish lighting issues.
	
	Lorenden School visit -  Chairman and Vice Chairman had accepted the school’s invitation to a function introducing the new headmistress.  Traffic issues were raised and the school is looking at the feasibility of a daily minibus between Brogdale and the school.  Chairman will write to the school to thank them for the visit and enquiring if they have given any more consideration to the traffic issues.	

	Perry Court (Section 106 funding) – Clerk had reminded Cllr Bowles that we are awaiting his advice on the negative response from Swale regarding OPC’s request to be considered for Section 106 funding.
		Plot 3 Land adj. to Baybanks – Clerk had reminded Cllr Bowles that we are awaiting his advice on the negative response from Swale planning enforcement.
	15/502982/ADV Syndale illuminated advertising.  This planning permission was granted on the understanding that it would reduce the proliferation of advertising signs at the entrance to Syndale.  This had not happened and Clerk was awaiting a response from Graham Thomas.
15/509545/FULL – Hilltop Farm -  Graham Thomas had informed the Clerk that this application was not well supported by background information and the neighbours had raised a query about land ownership. These have caused delays in considering the application, and combined with the changing (and improving) Local Plan position, he felt that caution in reaching a quick decision was appropriate, especially if that helped to defend any future appeal should the application be refused.
Painter’s Forstal BT phone box – Clerk had contacted BT to ask for the phonebox to be removed as it is continually vandalised and accordingly it is now on a 90-day ‘consultation’ for removal.  Cllr Greason suggested the Clerk ask if the phone box has been used for any emergency (999) calls over the last 18 months;  she will contact BT.
121/16	Parish Councillor and Clerk Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants. 

The Chairman reported that a new clerk had been selected subject to references and a possible clash with meetings of the other parish council for which she will be clerk. Councillors did not take issue with the need to alter some meeting dates to comply with the proposed clerk’s other PC meetings and accordingly the Chairman will confirm the post and take up references.

122/16		Parish Localism and Community Assets - Review
	It was agreed to postpone this agenda item to the December meeting.
123/16	Planning
	16/507295/FULL – Sunnyholme Eastling Road – application for construction of master bedroom and ensuite in roof space with rear facing full height dormer and balcony.  We are concerned at the probability of overlooking of the adjacent properties from the proposed balcony; although we generally have no objections, the balcony could result in unacceptable overlooking and we would like the views of the adjacent residents taken into account.
	
124/16	Finance
	EDF Energy: the latest energy bill has arrived. It has been settled from the accrued credit on our account.
	Current Account payments
	Chq No 1254	Liz Melville – poppy crosses for Remembrance Sunday	£10.00
	Chq No 1255	Streetlights – payment 2/4 annual street lighting maintenance contract	£216.38
	Chq No 1256	Ospringe Parish Church – room hire 13/10/16 and 2/11/16	£40.00
	Chq No 1257	Liz Melville – Clerk pay, Oct and Nov 2016	£340.00
	Chq No 1258	HMRC – Clerk PAYE Oct and Nov 2016	£75.20
	Chq No 1259	Liz Melville – Clerk pay, Jul, Aug and Sept 2016	£433.40
	Chq No 1260	HMRC – Clerk PAYE Jul, Aug and Sept 2016	£108.40
	Chq No 1261	Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses	£20.00
	
	Allotment Account payments
	Chq No 0291	Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses	£25.00

	
125/16	Correspondence
                 KALC Swale Area Committee – next meeting is on 7th November and Cllr Dean-Kimili confirmed she can attend.
	Faversham Town Council – invitation to Councillors to attend design workshop on 5th November: unfortunately no one is available to attend.
	KALC – information update from NALC on national developments and meetings.
	KALC – information on upcoming allotments workshop
	Kent Police – weekly rural update
	KALC  - papers for annual meeting to be held on 19th November 2016.
	CPRE Kent Voice – to Cllr Simmons.       
	Water Lane resident – Cllr Dean-Kimili had received a request asking if a permanent traffic warden could be supplied at school times, due to the chaos caused by parents’ inappropriate parking. It seems unlikely this would be possible but Chairman will contact Cllr Ted Wilcox as they have together attended meetings with the School to try and address parking issues..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
		
126/16	Members’ reports
	There were no Members’ reports.

127/16	Any other business
	This was the last meeting for the retiring current Clerk, Liz Melville.  Parish councillors warmly thanked her for ten years of service.

	The meeting ended at 8.45pm
	
	Next meeting: Wednesday 7th December 2016 at 7.30pm
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