Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th January 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman


R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 



J Dean-Kimili  


B Flynn 


A Greason  
 



H Williams 


Cllr C Prescott


L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
 P Griffin 


Cllr A Bowles 

001/15
Public Participation


Three parishioners attended to enquire about the status of Vicarage Lane wood yard application SW/0548.  It was agreed the Clerk would contact Swale Planning to inform them of concerns that logging activities were taking place on site in breach of the current planning use. Clerk also to ask for this planning application to go to Swale Planning Committee for decision; Cllr Prescott agreed he would back this request.  Residents also reported their concerns about the state of Vicarage Lane and the regular flooding there. Chairman reported he had met with the Kent Highways engineer and will chase up repairs; however further works may have to await the new financial year due to budgetary constraints.
002/15 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2014.
003/15
Matters Arising


Highway matters:  Kent Highways had sent an unsatisfactory response to Clerk’s email about use of Porters Lane by inappropriate vehicles. The Chairman reported he had emailed Cllr Bowles asking for his advice on how we might be able to obtain a more satisfactory response.    Cllr Greason suggested submitting a Freedom of Information request to Kent Highways seeking to find out how much has been spent on repairs of Porters Lane over the last five years.  It was agreed the Clerk would action this.

Councillors agreed to check that the replacement highways sign at Porters Lane junction with A251 had been installed.  

Streetlights maintenance contract – Chairman will confirm to Streetlights that the replacement LED in the lamp outside Champion Hall is fine. The light column in Water Lane will have its timer removed, which will reduce the EDF annual electricity charge.


Remembrance events - Matter has now progressed with Clerk being contacted by Swale BC about supplying the poppy seeds for 2015.

Meadowbank – Clerk will check with Jo Millard that the landowner concerned has submitted a retrospective application, and Cllr Prescott commented that he would chase this up with Planning on OPC’s behalf if one had not been submitted.

Ospringe School – The head teacher had responded to the chairman about traffic issues in Water Lane and suggested the parish council might like to meet with herself and the chairman of the school governors.  It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr Dean-Kimili would take up this offer and report back to the Council.

Mutton Lane barn - repopulating hedgerow – Swale enforcement had confirmed to the Clerk that the new planting and fencing was all in order.
004/15
Parish Councillor Vacancies

There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants.
005/16
Champion Hall


Cllr Greason reported that the funding mentor has been commissioned and has started looking at suitable funding opportunities for the hall purchase.  
006/15
Neighbourhood Plan

Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  
007/15
Planning

‘Bearing Fruits’ Swale BC consultation on draft local plan. It was agreed that the parish council would hold a special meeting on Wed 14th January, 7.30pm at Whitehill Chapel, to discuss and agree comments for the consultation.

14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house.  The missing plan had been received and so the parish council was able to consider the application.  It was agreed the Council has no objections but would like to see the height of the roof ridge of the new property matching the height of the existing terrace of 5 houses at Bay Bank.

14/500804/FULL Coldstream Cottage – proposed extensions and alterations ref 14/500808/LBC and 14/500804/LBC – Notification received that this planning application will go to Swale Planning Committee.

SW/14/1567 Land opposite Greenways, Brogdale Road – outline application 63 dwellings etc – Notification received that this planning appeal is to held at the end of the month.


14/505657/FULL Plumford Farm Bungalow amendment to SW/14/0174 to increase roof ridge by 0.66m.  The parish council has no objections but would like any comments of adjacent neighbours to be taken into consideration. 

14/504912/FULL Scotts Farm Barn, Hansletts Lane installation of endless pool  - the parish council would like to be reassured that the pool will be located within the established residential curtilage of the property (in planning terms) and not on any other land (eg agricultural).  Also we would like to see the pool clad in appropriate materials and that there should be no lighting or other illumination around the pool.  We would like assurance that the top height of the pool will not be more than 0.4m above the existing level of the ground at that point (ie that it is not at ‘raised lawn’ level).
008/15
Precept

The Clerk had circulated a note of the current status of bank accounts, reserves and expenditure.  The parish council agreed it would like to undertake some works of improvement to street lighting which eventually will result in financial savings.  Also 2015 will be an election year and the parish council would need to be prepared for expenditure of from £750 to £2,000 in the case of a contested election. The Village Amenities Committee would also like financial support for its plans to purchase Champion Hall. These plans could not be funded from the current parish council reserves.  Various options were discussed by councillors and it was eventually agreed that the parish precept would need to increase by £1,000 in 2015-16 in order to avoid a substantial erosion of reserves; to help fund £2,800 of street lighting improvements (not necessarily all in one year) and also as contingency against a contested election.  The parish precept could be reduced in future years once this expenditure had been undertaken and the lighting improvement was starting to save the parish money on electricity bills.


Accordingly It was Resolved that the Ospringe Parish Council would set the precept for 2015-16 at £6,500, an increase of £1,000 over the previous year.  The Council were aware of the ongoing economic situation making life difficult for many parishioners but agreed that with day to day expenditure by the parish council still slightly higher than income, there was no choice but to raise the precept in order to carry out the lighting works required. It was noted that the average actual increase in payment for each dwelling in the parish would only be modest.

 009/15
Finance

Painter’s Forstal playground will need some expenditure next financial year; the swings need repair and the playground is looking tired and in need of refurbishment. Cllr Prescott kindly offered £500 of funding from his community fund and parish councillors gratefully accepted and thanked him.  The Clerk will progress the necessary forms etc.

Current Account Payments


Chq 1297 Streetlights – lighting repairs
£6.00

Chq 1298 HMRC – Clerk PAYE for Oct-Dec 2014
£106.00


Chq 1299 Liz Melville – Clerk wages Oct-Dec 2014 plus expenses £10
£434.23


Chq 1300 Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses
£20.00


010/15
Correspondence

 Swale Planning – Graham Thomas had responded to the Clerk’s request for advice on whether policy RC7 could assist with attempting to have weight and width restrictions placed on vehicles using Porters Lane.

Swale BC – Lyn Newton had now contacted the Clerk about the Plant a Real Poppy Campaign. Clerk will progress.


Swale BC – Community Safety issues consultation – Cllr Flynn to put on OPC website so residents can take part if they wish.


Swale Rural Forum – notification of next meeting to take place on 10th February at Lower Halstow.


Swale BC – draft Statement of Intent document circulated for consultation with parish and town councils. Consultation closes 6th February.

Savills – land agents for St Johns College: notification that the office has moved from Bishops Stortford to Cambridge.


Southern Water – notification of installation works to take place along the A251 in February – March 2015.


Local Government Boundary Commission – notification they are undertaking an electoral review of Kent County Council.

011/15
Members’ reports

There were no members’ reports.
012/15
Dates of meeting 2015


The Clerk circulated a list of suggested dates and the parish council agreed.
113/15
Any other business


Cllr Greason commented that he would like to investigate some options for improvement and refurbishment of the playground area over the next few months and the parish council agreed this would be both useful and timely.


Willow Farm – councillors had noted that a tall fence has been erected all around the site which looked very intrusive.  It was agreed the clerk would contact Graham Thomas to ask if this conforms with the approved planning application.


Cllr Dean-Kimili had been in contact with Swale and Kent Highways about graffiti on the old bridge at Mutton Lane but progress on the matter had now stalled; it was agreed the Clerk would send a reminder to Kent Highways.


The meeting ended at 11 pm

Next meeting:  Wednesday 11th February 2015 at 7.30pm
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