Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 4 January 2012 in Whitehill Chapel  Painter’s Forstal.  

The Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

Present:
A Keel – Chairman



C Hudson


J Dean-Kimili



B Flynn 


R Simmons



R Taylor (arrived at 7.45 pm)

Apologies:
L Melville – Clerk



A Gillatt

1/12
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 7 December 2011.

2/12
Matters Arising

Brogdale – Cllr Simmons declared an interest.  The Chairman and Cllr Flynn met with Tony Hillier on the 8 December at Brogdale.   A range of issues was discussed including the role and vision for Brogdale Collections; the Apple Tarts past and proposed event; other functions at Brogdale including the weddings and fairs; and future proposals.  The future proposals included the development of a “themed garden” including a visitor centre and extended car parking.  The scale of the development would be such that external funding would be required for it to proceed.  The project is still being put together and may not be the subject of a planning application for another 6 – 9 months.   Mr Hillier had said that the intention was to add considerably to visitor numbers and to create a year-round attraction at Brogdale.
Swale Core strategy/A2 Action Group – This had been discussed at a recent Joint Transportation Board meeting and notes of this meeting had been circulated to the Parish Council by Andy Hudson.
Land opposite Woodside – The Chairman had not yet written to Jo Millard but would do so.

Future of Champion Hall – This matter is still ongoing.

Swale Enforcement Strategy – Cllr Hudson had been unable to attend the KALC meeting on 5 December 2011.

Mobile speed indicator signs – The Clerk had sent an e-mail requesting the sign to be installed at Water Lane and a reply was awaited. 

KALC Courses – The Clerk is still awaiting details of the course on the Localism Act which at least one Parish Councillor should attend.
Allotments – The Chairman reported that a number of allotments had been “earmarked” for people on the waiting list.   There are still a number of people waiting for allotments.

Willow Farm – The Clerk has written to the Enforcement Officer regarding the lorry next to the M2 and was awaiting a reply.

3/12
Parish Councillor Vacancies.
The Chairman again urged everyone to keep looking for suitable individuals to fill the two vacancies.

4/12
Planning. 

SW/11/1560AMN. Brogdale Farm: Change of use, extension and alterations to part of former cold store. Cllr Simmons declared an interest. The Chairman reported that this application was similar to the application in 2010 which had been granted planning consent but with differences to the ground floor user.  The Parish Council would write to Swale with concerns regarding noise of machinery and compressors for chillers which would be needed for the ground floor; the possibility of traffic, including refrigerated delivery vehicles arriving and leaving at unsocial hours.  Also there were concerns over delivery lorries, possibly, waiting outside Brogdale, or in the car park, overnight or in the early hours making noise.  The hours of use of the premises should also be restricted including times of deliveries and despatches.  It was noted that no traffic impact assessment had been submitted but the use is likely to increase vehicles and delivery lorries.  It was also noted that there is increasing use of the area of the car park designated as overspill.   
TC/11/0129 Lorenden Preparatory School: 40% reduction of lime tree. No objections.
SW/11/1384 3 Scotts Farm Cottages: Construction of entrance porch. Notification of grant of approval for retrospective application.
SW/10/1446. Appeal by Mr W Willett: Tootsie Farm, Elverland Lane.  Notification had been received from Swale of the date of the appeals by the applicant, and notification that interested parties can attend and make representations.  The Parish Council has already made its views known to the Planning Inspector and Swale throughout.   Cllr Hudson will inform local residents in case they have not received a letter from Swale.
5/12
Finance


Audit Commission fee for 2010/11 audit

£162.00


Chairman’s expenses



£  15.00

6/12
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations/Beacon

Faversham Town Council had informed the Council that it does not intend to have a beacon, and is only organising one event.  The Chairman reported on the discussions held with The Alma and that one local band approached was unavailable.  It transpires that it is not necessary for the beacons to be visible one to the other as lighting will be coordinated in other ways.  It was agreed that the Council would approach the neighbouring parishes of Sheldwich, Eastling, Norton and Buckland as well as Dunkirk.  The Council would also confer with D Macey. It was agreed to review matters at the next meeting.  The Chairman reiterated that there should be a full commitment from the Council and the local community before a final decision was made as to whether to go ahead.
7/12
Precept 2012-13

The Chairman circulated draft accounts prepared by the Clerk for the year to date including estimated expenditure to the end of the year.  The account also showed sources of income.  It was noted that assuming that there were no further unforeseen items of expenditure there would be an overspend against the £4,500 precept of £300 approximately, the majority of which was the shortfall on the cost of lighting.  An overspend had been anticipated when the precept had been set last year.   The Council then considered the likely expenditure for 2012/13 including possible one off items such as the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and possible support for the Champion Hall.  The level of reserves held by the Parish Council was also considered.  It was unanimously agreed to maintain the precept for 2012/13 at £4,500 meaning that it had remained the same level for 4 years.  The Council acknowledged that this would result in a continuing use of the Parish reserves which clearly could not continue indefinitely, and significant rises in the precept in future years might be necessary.  However, it was appropriate to retain the precept at this level given the generally austere situation at present.  The Clerk would be instructed to file the precept form with Swale Borough Council also indicating that any shortfall on the lighting grant would be met from the Council’s own resources rather than added to the precept.
8/12
Correspondence

KALC: Minutes of the meeting of Swale Area Committee held 5 December 2012

Action with Communities in Rural Kent: reminder of digital TV switchover on 4th April 2012.


Swale BC: Notes of Joint Transportation Board meeting 13th December 2012.  George Chandler of KCC 


NHS: Notification of Appeal against decision to approve Pharmacy consent to Newton Road Surgery, Faversham.

9/12
Dates of Meetings 2012/13.

The Chairman circulated a list of dates prepared by the Clerk.  The dates of the March and June meetings were altered.  It is also possible that the two meetings in May may be combined as per last year.
10/12
Members’ Report.

None

11/12
Any other business

None

Next meeting: Wednesday 1st February 2012.

Meeting closed at approximately 9.30 pm

.
