 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 11th May 2016 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 8.15pm.

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
	B Flynn – Vice Chairman
	J Dean-Kimili  
		A Greason
		H Williams 
		Cllr A Bowles   
	L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:		R Simmons    
	Cllr C Prescott
		
054/16	Public Participation
	There was no public participation.

055/16 	Election of Officers
	Nomination of Andrew Keel as Chairman was made by Cllr Williams and seconded by Cllr Dean-Kimili.  Cllr Keel accepted and thanked the Council for their continuing confidence.  
	The Chairman nominated Brian Flynn as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Greason. Cllr Flynn accepted and thanked the Council.  
Cllr Dean-Kimili agreed to remain as one of our two council reps for KALC Swale Area Committee, and the Clerk will ask Cllr Simmons if she would be willing to continue as the other council representative.

056/16	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

057/16	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There remain two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue efforts to find suitable volunteers.

058/16	Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th April 2016, but with the addition under Minute 043/16 of the grant sum of £135 from KALC towards purchase of scanner.

059/16	Matters Arising
		Drainage:  Gulleys have been cleared and the three sunken gullies at the top (1) and bottom (2) of Bay Hill have been re-set. There has also been some activity at Vicarage Lane where 9 drains have been cleared at the top of the lane. Matter ongoing as the problems of flooding have not yet been addressed.
	Highways: There is insufficient funding to clear the build-up of debris on lanes.  Tony Hoile worked on the verge opposite Pawley Farm at cost of £20; it was agreed he is a useful resource for undertaking similar work in future.
	Speedwatch:  Site reports have been received from the police for Brogdale Road and Painter’s Forstal at Mummery Court and Cades Orchard.  Clerk will contact Newnham PC and ask for terms on which they would lend their speed indicator device.
	Street Lighting:  UK Power Networks had issued the updated lighting certificate for the LEDs but this has not been fully reflected in the two recent invoices from EDF.  The Chairman and UK Power are in contact with EDF to remedy this.  The street light at Mummery Court has not been fixed despite evidence being provided that this is an adopted road.  Clerk will write again to KCC, copied to Cllr Bowles.

060/16	Annual governance and audit
	The internal auditor Kevin Funnell had visited the Clerk and internally audited the parish accounts.  The bank reconciliation statement was circulated.  The Parish Council reviewed the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment.  It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process and financial risk assessments had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required. The Chairman and Clerk had also in 2015/16 reviewed the risk assessment scheme (adopted by the Parish Council in 2010) and it was agreed that no changes were required to Council processes.  In 2015-16 the parish council reviewed and updated the financial regulations and has also reviewed and updated the standing orders for final approval at the June 2016 meeting.

It was Resolved that the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) should sign off the Annual Return for year ended 31 March 2016.

061/16	Localism – Community assets
	Painter’s Forstal Playground: Chairman is still in correspondence with Swale BC about responsibilities for the playground at Painter’s Forstal and is still seeking some remedial works to the footpaths and grassed areas etc. The Chairman had applied for (and obtained) a road closure order for the section of Painters Forstal Road between Eastling Road and Painters Lane and had also completed and returned an Event Notification Form to Swale given that the Parish Council is working with the Village Amenities Committee on the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations on 11th June. The intention is for there to be activities on the village green, a street party in the closed road, and The Alma is also running activities throughout the afternoon and evening including two bands.
	Champion Hall: The Methodist Church has had to withdraw Champion Hall from the 3rd May auction as period within which they were legally able to sell the building following their disposal notice had expired.  Meanwhile the Methodists had written to Swale triggering another 6 week period under the localism legislation for a community interest group to express an interest in buying the building. It was realised that the 6 week period would expire before the next parish council meeting. It was therefore decided to write to Swale to give notification of the Council’s possible interest to purchase, thus triggering a 6-month moratorium on the public sale, allowing sufficient time for this to be an agenda item for consideration at the June meeting.
062/16	Planning
	16/502657/FULL – Bayfield Farm, Eastling Road – Demolition of existing cold store buildings with replacement plus access improvements.  The parish council has no objections but would like Swale BC to be satisfied that this facility is not larger than actual requirements, in order to ensure that it is not used for storing farm produce from outside the area resulting in increased and unnecessary road traffic movements.
	15/510731/FULL Stable Cottage, Belmont Paddocks, Skooks Hill - this application has been revised and Clerk suggested councillors go online to look at the revisions and give their comments for passing to Swale Planning by Mon 16th May.
16/503761/LDCEX, Land North of Homestall Rd – lawful devt certificate to establish existing use of land for siting of residential caravan.  This is outside of our parish but Graham Thomas had circulated a note with the application to say Swale BC do not intend to see this area as one where gypsy and traveller sites harm the landscape.
	16/503508/FULL – Bayfield Farm, Painter’s Forstal Road – Change of use of 4 redundant agricultural buildings to 2 residential buildings. The agents will be invited by the Clerk to attend the June meeting, and meanwhile Clerk will obtain an extension to comments deadline.
16/503730/FULL 3 Bayfield, Painter’s Forstal – Erection of 2-storey rear extension. Clerk to obtain extension to deadline for comments until after 8th June meeting.
	London Road (A2)/Western Link Road – proposed development of 54 dwellings.  Simon Milliken had circulated notice of a public exhibition of the proposals, at Syndale Park on 17th May from 6.30 to 9.30pm.
15/504264/OUT Perry Court Development – Copy correspondence from Mr Julian Herrington re attempts to alter the decision. The parish council agreed that if the development goes ahead some parish assistance should be sought under the Section 106 agreement.
	Ospringe School parking issues – Chairman reported on a productive meeting with the school where various possibilities to reduce school traffic were discussed, including the possibility of using the car park on the A2 and walking through the allotments to the school.  Rev Bateson had also kindly offered the use of the church parking for parents.
	Brook Meadow – enforcement matter -Swale Enforcement were to contact the owner about the new access and parking area which requires planning permission.  Clerk will chase.
	Land opposite Woodside – A certificate has been issued by the Camping and Caravanning Club for 5 touring caravan pitches. Meanwhile Clerk has contacted Peter Hinckesman about outstanding planning issues.
	15/510199/NMAMD to 14/501918 Plot 3 land adj. to Bay Banks 2 storey detached house. Enforcement matter – Clerk to chase.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Govt had circulated their response re petition asking for parish councils to be given the right to appeal planning decisions (govt not in agreement).
	Neighbourhood Planning Update from DCLG .
	Notice of Publication of Inspector’s Report on Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan.
063/16	Finance
	KALC is seeking feedback on cost saving proposals.  Chairman and Clerk to complete their questionnaire.
	Current Account 
	Chq No 1234	Kevin Funnell – internal audit 2015-16	£50.00
	Chq No 1235  	Tony Hoile – work on verges opposite Pawley Farm	£20.00
	Chq No 1236	Streetlights – payment1/4 maintenance agreement 2016/17	£216.38
	
	 Allotments Account
	Chq No 0283	Tony Hoile - mowing and strimming allotments	£70.00

	Current Account Received
	Precept and lighting grant half-year March-September 2016	£4,215.00
	
	EDF Energy – invoices had been submitted late by EDF and for wrong amounts for 2015-16 so it was noted that 2016-17 accounts would require additional payments to EDF.

	Insurance – Clerk had received a renewal quote from Aon of £ 552.45.  A quote from Zurich is awaited.  It was agreed that the Clerk and chairman should renew the annual insurance with whichever insurer offers the best value quote on a 3-year deal.

064/16	Correspondence

	Kent Resilience Team and KALC – workshops on new template Emergency Plan.
	DCLG – update on financial support for neighbourhood planning 2016-17.
	Cllr Dean-Kimili – email to councillors suggesting that with all the proposed planning development in the vicinity we should ask Swale/Kent Highways to consider a road traffic strategy for the area, particularly rural roads such as Porters Lane and Plumford Lane.  It was agreed to once again take up the matter of Porters Lane with Michael Balfour at KCC, and for Clerk and Chairman to write to Swale JTB seeking an agenda item on a roads strategy for the area.
	Rev Tracey Bateson – to celebrate the church new roof and other repairs, Bishop Trevor will be attending a service on 29th May and has invited parish councillors.  Cllr Wright hopes to attend. Clerk will also ask Cllr Simmons if she is available.
	NALC – WWI Centenary events reminder.
	NALC – Legal Topic Note on bye laws.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly update of activities.
065/16	Members’ reports
	There were no members’ reports. 
066/16	Any other business
	Cllr Williams and Clerk had met with Mrs Williams who is willing to take on Ospringe in Bloom this year. It was agreed that the parish council would fund £35 of voucher prizes (two x £10 and three x £5).

	The meeting ended at 10.20 pm
	
	Next meeting:   Wednesday 8th June 2016 at 7.30pm
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