Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th March 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



B Flynn


P Griffin


H Williams

L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili 


R Simmons

Cllr A Bowles 
Cllr C Prescott
142/13
Public Participation


The meeting was attended by 4 local residents. The new owners of Willow Farm introduced themselves and explained that the lorry advertising on the M2 is being dealt with; they hope to develop good relations with the parish council.  Two residents had comments about Brogdale: the illegal signs at the entrance have been removed; for the past four months the car park lights are switched on outside of the agreed hours; the Butchers of Brogdale are still ignoring the conditions related to inward/outward deliveries before 8am.  
143/13
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting on 6th February 2013.
144/13
Matters Arising

Brogdale:   Cllrs Keel and Flynn had met with Mr Tom La Dell to discuss the Brogdale Gardens application SW/12/1049 (application subsequently withdrawn, but a revised application is expected). The Chairman had also attempted to set up a regular forum between Brogdale representatives, their land agents, and local residents but had received a response from Tony Hillier dated 6th March to say he would not be interested in any Brogdale representation at such a forum.  It was agreed the Chairman would respond.  Also agreed that the clerk would write to Chris Hildyard at GWF about the residents’ concerns re bottle bank and lighting hours. The chairman also  suggested to the residents that they contact Swale Enforcement to raise the issue of deliveries to the meat processing plant outside of agreed hours.

Trimming of hedge by Stalisfield Rd junction – This has been done.

Painter’s Forstal Playground – the Chairman will meet with Terry Rogers to look at the playground and see which repairs he can complete as per the report.  The chairman noted that Park Leisure did not install the playground matting.

Potholes  -  to date the Chairman has been unable to contact Gary Gibbs, and so many potholes remain to be repaired within the parish.

Direct Tech – vandalised lamp: the Chairman will contact Direct Tech to confirm this has been repaired.

KCC Countryside Access Service – Clerk to write to Cllrs Prescott and Bowles asking if they have any funds available from this year’s allocation or 2013-14 to help with repairs to the well-used footpath by the side of the chapel.  


OPC Insurance – the clerk confirmed she is seeking additional quotes for annual parish insurance.
145/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies


There are three vacancies for Councillors.  The Chairman urged Councillors to seek for and encourage suitable applicants.
146/13
Neighbourhood Plans


At the February parish council meeting it had been resolved to set up a sub-committee of the council which would have an overview of the neighbourhood plan process, and also to hold a feasibility meeting with residents.  This was held on 11th February and was attended by seven people including resident Brian Lloyd who works for CPRE and who offered very useful further information on what would be entailed.  


The following actions were agreed:
· To set up a neighbourhood plan steering group consisting of councillors and local residents, with meetings to be open to the public and chaired by a parish councillor. This would report to the Ospringe Parish Council neighbourhood plan sub-committee (see Minute 136/13). The first task of the steering group will be to obtain the bulk of funding for the neighbourhood plan as this expenditure was not allowed for in the 2013-14 precept.
· To ask Lorrie Clark to act as clerk/administrator for the steering group in the first instance.
· The Chairman will speak to Brian Lloyd and see if he can co-ordinate a first meeting of the Steering Group to take place early in April.

The parish council noted that it must be understood it can decline to proceed with a neighbourhood plan at any time, eg if insufficient funds are available to cover the process.
147/13
Planning

SW/12/1409 – Brogdale Collections – Demonstration Gardens.  Notification that this application had been withdrawn.
148/13 
Finance

Notification from EDF that the cost of electricity for street lighting is to increase.


Notification from HM Revenue & Customs that PAYE from April 2013 will be subject to ‘real-time’ reporting: Clerk to handle.


Cllrs Griffin and Williams need to sign bank mandate forms: Clerk to arrange.

Current account expenditure:


Clerk wages 1st January – 31st March 2013
£386.63

Inland Revenue PAYE 1st January – 31st March 2013
£96.65

149/13
Correspondence

It had come to the Chairman’s attention that OPC Standing Orders may require updating; the Clerk had made enquiries of KALC who advise waiting until November 2013 when revised model standing orders and financial regulations should be made available by NALC.

Litterpick – local residents had enquired about arrangements for this year.  Clerk to arrange Saturday 23rd March with Swale Cleansing Dept, and Cllrs Griffin and Kimili-Dean will co-ordinate with residents.

Swale BC –  update re their consultation on draft street trading policy.


Swale Joint Transportation Board – agenda for meeting to be held 12th March.  The papers included a report from KCC on their street lighting policy.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – agenda for next meeting.


Kent Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – agenda for meeting to be held 21st March.


Kent Federation of Amenity Societies – notification of conference to be held 21st March “A Global Airport for Kent?”


KALC Swale Area Committee – circulated letter from the last chief executive: Clerk to forward to Cllr Simmons.

Swale BC – circulated information document based on 2011 census data for the area.


Swale BC – request for views and comments on proposed reorganisation of their Sports Development Service.


DEFRA – call for evidence of alternative service delivery in rural areas


KCC – Kent Minerals Local Plan proposals for safeguarding area.


Playground Spares – booklet passed to Chairman.

150/13
Members’ Reports


There were no Members’ reports.  
151/13
Any Other Business


There was no other business.

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.     

Next meeting: Wednesday 10th April 2013 at 7.30pm   
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