Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 8th December 2010 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



A Gillatt
C Hudson



M Seaman

 



 R Simmons

L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili 
J Newitt 
R Taylor


Cllr A Bowles

Cllr C Prescott

 95/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 3rd November 2010.
96/10
Matters Arising

Allotments Notice Board - the notice board is in hand. Chairman to ask Windy Ridge for a price and then the application form for Cllr Prescott’s funding contribution can be completed. Barkers of Faversham have agreed to engrave the notice board free of charge.

Traffic Issues - No further progress, despite Chairman chasing Kent Highways.

Posts on village green – Dave Else will repair the additional post so his current invoice is in abeyance.

Street lighting maintenance contract & lamp replacements – no further progress.

ROSPA Playsafety report – Chairman will meet with Dave Else to check over the playground equipment.

Brogdale keeping of pigs – Clerk to contact Environmental Health at Swale to check if the necessary permits or consents have been obtained.

Little Kennaways – No progress had yet been made on meeting up with Graham Thomas, although he had offered some dates: Chairman will attempt to arrange this meeting.
97/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The meeting was attended by local resident Brian Flynn who may be interested in joining the Parish Council. 

98/10
Planning


TC/10/0117 - Millers House, Water Lane, TPO removal of cherry tree. This application was withdrawn as the tree was chopped down, apparently not requiring planning approval due to its condition.

Tesco pharmacy application – notification of approval of application.

SW/10/1446 – Tootsie Farm, application to vary Condition 1 of permission (temporary 3 yr residency).  Local residents had written to the Chairman with their objections to this application for an extension or creation of a permanent caravan pitch. It was agreed the Chairman would respond to Swale Planning on behalf of the parish council.


SW/10/1226 – 20 Water Lane, lawful development certificate for new ground floor windows. Notification of approval.

99/10
Finance


Payments:


Faversham Enterprise Partnership contribution towards publicity etc for

Ospringe walking route

£50.00


Allotments payments:


Chairman’s expenses, and expenses for allotments party held 

27th November

£126.24

100/10
Correspondence


Swale BC – letter received earlier in the year about recharging costs of parish elections on 5th May 2011. Ospringe Parish Council would incur costs of £70-£80 for uncontested election, or for a contested election £750-£2,000.  The Parish Council considered the possibility of a contested election next year and the impact of these possible costs on next year’s precept in the current difficult financial climate. It was decided to make no provision for a contested election when setting the precept as, in the event that this should occur, there are sufficient funds in reserve to cover the costs.

Faversham Enterprise Partnership – letter from Laurence Young seeking financial support towards the Faversham walking project.  It was agreed to give £50 (see Finance).

Swale BC – briefing document on Core Strategy 2011-2021. Passed to Chairman.

Swale Rural Forum – notification of next meeting, 11th January 2011.


Swale KALC – agenda for meeting held 6th December 2010.


Planning Aid – information on draft waste water national Policy statement.


KCC – information on Council performance during 2009/10.


KCC – information on meeting held 1st December ‘Future Transport in Kent’.


KCC – letter from Nick Chard about KCC concerns on high fare increases for Kent commuters.


Correspondence between Clerk and local resident about a flytipping issue at Syndale which is now in hand with Govt inspectors.

Kent Highways salt bins trial – as the salt would be delivered in one tonne bags, Ospringe Parish Council have withdrawn from the trial.


Cane & Co insurers – information to parish councils on guidelines and legal perspective re gritting/clearing pavements etc.


Lord Lieutenant of Kent invitation to attend church service on 29th March – Clerk to bring forward to January meeting.


Kent Fire & Rescue Service – notification of consultation on future services in Kent.


Kent Science Park – brochure.


CPRE Protect Kent – passed to Mick Seaman.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – notification of new Funding Buddies website; fundingbuddiesinkent.org.uk


CPRE Countryside Voice - passed to Rosemary Simmons


Oast to Coast – passed to Chairman then Cllr Simmons.
101/10
Members’ Reports 

Swale KALC. Cllr Simmons reported that Alan Turner ( Government Officer) had been due to speak but had not turned up. 

Cllr Simmons reported on a meeting of Lorenden Trust held on 8th November.  800 insects and reptiles had been removed from the Sainsbury site to Lorenden.


Cllr Gillatt reported that on 11th November she and the Clerk had attended Ospringe church to lay the poppy crosses.


Cllr Gillatt reported that Lorenden school had invited the parish for mince pies. She reminded the Chairman that the parish council would be writing to the school to thank them for their involvement in the parish.

102/10
Any Other Business


It was agreed that the parish council would not send Christmas cards, but the Clerk would produce posters for the notice boards.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th January 2011 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 8.30 pm
