Ospringe Parish Council


   The Parish Council meeting was held Wednesday 19th July 2017 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:	A Keel – Chairman
		B Flynn – Vice Chairman
		R Simmons (Joined the meeting at 8pm)
	H Williams
		S Wright
		I Bowie – Clerk

Apologies:		J Dean-Kimili 
		A Greason
	Cllr A Bowles  
	Cllr C Prescott
	
075/17 	Dispensations
Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

076/17 	Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th June 2017.

077/17 	Public Participation
Mr Robert Morrison attended to bring to the parish council’s attention a potential planning application for Oare Creek Recycling Plant by East Kent Recycling who currently use the site but are intending to significantly increase its usage and would be closing their Aylesham site. Whilst there was not currently an application Mr Morrison was convinced that there would be one soon and expressed concerns regarding noise, dust, disturbance and vastly increased heavy lorry movements including along Ospringe Street. He asked if Ospringe Parish Council would be prepared to comment if such an application were submitted. The Chairman explained that Ospringe Parish Council would not be consultees as the site was outside our parish and likewise Ospringe Street, but would comment if any future plans were perceived to affect the Parish.

A resident attended to report on anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in the centre of the village over the last three years, including in residents’ gardens. Concerns were raised regarding youths in the playground at Painters Forstal late at night. It was agreed that this would be posted on the parish council website to alert other residents. The Chairman suggested the resident contacts the Police to enquire if there was a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator who may be able to assist. The resident agreed to keep the parish council updated on any further incidents.

Cllr Simmons declared an interest in the Parsonage Farm planning application and left the meeting at 8.07pm and did not participate in the discussions regarding the application.

Mr and Mrs Brown attended to provide the parish council with their views as neighbours of Parsonage Farm and to voice their concerns. The Chairman explained that the parish council had reviewed all the online documents that had been submitted via the Swale Planning Portal, both for and against the application. 
	
   078/17 Planning 
    	New Applications
17/503010/Full Parsonage Farm, Painters Forstal Road Road – Change of use of 2 existing buildings to use as stables, siting of a mobile stable and installation of a sand school (part retrospective). The Parish Council discussed this and commented as follows: Ospringe Parish Council discussed this application at length at its meeting held on 19th July 2017. The Parish Council has two areas of concern regarding the application. Firstly, the design and positioning of the buildings the subject of the application. Secondly, that the activities and/or business(es) carried on at the application site (as shown on the plan) may not be authorised in planning terms, and therefore the grant of permission for the proposals will exacerbate and/or authorise this use without this user being fully considered and evaluated in planning terms. The parish council was made aware of previous complaints within the last 5 years relating to the use of the application site, and the involvement of the enforcement and planning officers, but has not been advised of the outcome. It would welcome clarity on the authorised user given the issues which livery and equestrian facilities and activities generate, and see this as the time to address the issues so far as Parsonage Farm is concerned. Points which were considered at the parish council meeting included the following: 
· The conversion of the pole barn is unsympathetic in the AONB in terms of visuals and materials;
· The location of the pole barn does not accord with the council’s guidance on equestrian buildings and keeping of horses;
·  The conversion of the pig building will increase the capacity for the number of horses kept, and the implications of this in terms of amenity, traffic, safety, sustainability etc need to be considered;
No or insufficient detail regarding manure storage and disposal; feed storage; parking; traffic; health and safety issues.
· The sandschool, whilst positioned in the least visually intrusive part of the site, needs to be considered in terms of the activity it will attract and encourage to the site – again in terms of amenity, traffic, safety, sustainability;
· There is evidence of commercial equestrian activity on site, and in the absence of planning permission for this, needs to be investigated and regularised if unauthorised – again given the amenity, traffic, safety, sustainability and other issues this raises, and in conjunction with the borough council’s policies on business activity in the countryside.
· Two local residents (living adjacent and opposite) appear from the portal to have objected to the application. There were many comments in favour of the proposal but these seemed to be coordinated in appearance and mostly from people living out of the immediate area.
Given these concerns, the Parish Council is strongly of the view that the application should be the subject of a site visit by members of the planning committee before the application is fully considered. This would give all parties the opportunity to discuss the issues of this case, which is not straightforward, and to see firsthand what the proposals involve. It would have the further advantage of covering both elements of the parish council’s concerns.
SBC Decisions.          Applications Refused
17/502025/OUT, 1 Broomhill Cottages, Hansletts Lane – Outline permission (with all matters reserved) for a 3 bedroomed bungalow with double garage. 
Reason(s): The proposed development is not proposed as an allocated housing site within the
[bookmark: _GoBack]adopted or emerging local plan. The proposed development is located within the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and would give rise to unacceptable harm to the amenities of the surrounding countryside, which would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits of the development and would fail to result in a sustainable form of development. This would be contrary to saved policies SP1, SH1, E6, E9 and RC7 of the Swale Borough Local Plan Adopted 2008 and policies ST1, ST3, ST7, DM24 and DM26 of the emerging Swale Borough Local Plan "Bearing Fruits 2031"(Proposed Main Modifications June 2016)
Applications Approved
17/502113/TPO Swallows Rest Eastling Road Painters Forstal – TPO application for removal of 1 x Holly tree. GRANTED CONSENT for the tree work referred to above subject to the following conditions.(1) One replacement tree selected from the following list of suitable species shall be planted on or near the land on which the tree stood during the planting season (October to February) in which the tree work hereby permitted is substantially completed or, if the work is undertaken outside of this period, the season immediately following, except where an alternative proposal has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority one month prior to the end of the relevant planting season. The replacement tree shall be of not less than Nursery standard size (8-10cm girth, 2.75-3m height), conforming to the specifications of the current edition of BS 3936, planted in accordance with the current edition of BS 4428 and maintained until securely rooted and able to thrive with minimal intervention.

079/17 	Matters Arising (Cllr Simmons Rejoined the Meeting at 9.16pm)
Highway matters. Cllr Keel reported that the six weeks’ notification that the drainage works in Vicarage Lane were due to start in the summer holidays has not been received. A follow up with LHS has not generated a response and it is possible that the works may not start in the summer. Cllr Keel to follow up

Lighting – Ken Bonner suggested that the parish council convert the 4 remaining lights to LED and then request a retrospective refund form EDF. The need for quotes for the conversion was discussed. It was agreed that the provision of a maintenance contract would be discussed after the remaining lights had been converted to LED. Action: Clerk to check Financial Regulations. 

Ospringe School – Chairman to contact the School and ask that parents are reminded, for the start of the new term, not to park on Joyce Field car park.

15/502982/ADV Syndale illuminated advertising – It was reported that two large hoardings had been placed either side of the entrance, and were being used to display many separate adverts or notices. Clerk to contact Graham Thomas to ascertain if these are permitted.

KFRS/KALC Fire Hydrant Initiative – Map circulated identifying location of the hydrants. Action: Cllr Flynn reported that 3 or 4 hydrants could not be located. He requested another Cllr checked the locations before submission.

KCC Freight Action Plan for Kent Consultation. – Cllrs Simmons and Greason to discuss options and agree best course of action.

Layby near Coldstream Cottage + Salt Bin – Cllr Keel has left messages for Gary Gibbs. Action: Cllr Keel to follow up

Willow Farm.
It was reported that concerns had been raised regarding a large quantity of what might be rubbish on the northern side of the M2 that was visible from the road. Cllr Flynn to obtain photographs.
Clerk will send these to Graham Thomas

   080/17 Finance
The Clerk circulated a note of the current status of bank accounts, reserves and expenditure against budget. 

The Internal audit report was discussed. The Chairman thanked Cllr Flynn for setting up a new website following the failure of the KCC site. The data migrated to the new EiS website by KCC could not be viewed online. This caused considerable difficulties as the transition coincided with the internal auditor’s review, and the auditor commented adversely on the website as he had found it at that time. Cllr Flynn spent a very considerable amount of time at short notice ensuring that all of the ‘lost’ data was now posted on the new website and that the parish council was fully compliant with the requirements of the transparency code, as it had always been. The necessary data had always been open to view in hard copy form. Clerk to inform internal auditor and invite him to review the website.

The parish council agreed unanimously to appoint Lionel Robbins as the Internal Auditor for 2017-18

Payments for Approval
Current Account
	Chq No 1341	  Void       					
Chq No 1342        AON Insurance						£       510.85                                  
 		Chq No 1343        CPR Annual Subscription                       			              £          38.00
 	Chq No 1344        Ospringe Parish Church Room Hire	                                           £          20.00
	
	Chq No 1345       Irene Bowie – Clerk pay, July 2017       	   	                             £        109.60
	Chq No 1346       HMRC – Clerk PAYE July 2017                                                              £          72.80
	Chq No 1347       Mr Fix It Replacing Posts on Forstal/Bench Cleaning                       £        175.28			
	Allotments Account
	None


   081/17 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	It was Unanimously Resolved to adopt the revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations as from 19th July 2017

082/17 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There remain two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue efforts to find suitable volunteers.

083/17 Parish Clerk Vacancy
The vacancy has been advertised and there had been several applicants. The Chairman will keep Cllrs updated as more applications are received. Cllrs were invited to sit in on interviews when they are arranged. 
084/17  Localism – Community assets
It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.
085/17 Correspondence
Items Circulated For Information
	              As listed in the Clerk’s weekly update emails
 	Items Discussed
	Notification of RoSPA Play Area Inspection (emailed 19th June). Noted
		
   086/17  Members’ reports
	Cllr Williams reported on the success of Ospringe in Bloom competition which took place on the 14th July. There were five winners: Best in Show – The Old House, Painters Forstal Road; Best for Colour – No 2 Thatch Cottage, Water Lane; Hanging basket/containers- Queens Court, Water Lane; Best Small Garden – 12 Cedar Terrace, Brogdale Road; Best for Wildlife- 53 Water Lane. The parish councilors thanked Mary Williams and Francis Moskovits for judging the gardens once again.
               It was agreed by all to hold the competition again next year.

Cllr Simmons reported on the need for signage to discourage drivers from using Porters Lane. Signage may be needed at both ends of Porters Lane. Concerns were raised regarding the speed and volume of vehicles which includes many lorries. Action: Cllr Simmons and Cllr Greason to discuss options for the next meeting.

Cllr Flynn suggested that the parish council should consider a campaign to stop the problem in Porters Lane, rather than a piecemeal approach. It was agreed that this would be added as an agenda item for the next meeting.
		
087/17  Any other business
		
The meeting ended at 10.20 pm


Next meeting:   Thursday 7th  September 2017 at 7.30pm
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