Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th April 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained and face coverings worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.31pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
C Elworthy
A Greason

K Lockwood - Clerk
Apologies: 
B Flynn -abroad - approved
R Simmons - approved
A Bowles- out of the area – approved.

Cllr R Lehmann 
Cllr D Simmons 
045/22 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept
046/22 Covid Restrictions
Precautions would be reviewed on a month by month basis.  
047/22 Public Participation. 
There were three trustees of PFCA in attendance who wished to speak about the Community Hall funding request and the Platinum Jubilee. The Chairman therefore agreed to bring forward both agenda items to allow public participation on these. 

Regarding the Community Hall funding request, one of the PFCA trustees read out a statement in which they requested that the PC set a date for a public consultation for the borrowing approval. The statement highlighted the fund raising carried by the community towards the community hall project and that the project was at a critical point without much time to delay. It noted other examples of PCs supporting community halls. PFCA expressed frustration that the Community Hall project was being held up and that the project had passed the Lottery’s criteria.  The trustee confirmed that a copy of the statement would be sent to the Clerk.

The Chairman advised that a date for the public consultation could not yet be confirmed as the PC had just received the tender documents from PFCA. These would need to be reviewed in detail and the sub group would then contact PFCA. The Chairman confirmed that the PC had always shown conditional support but there was a process which needed to be followed.  The parish council is in a different position to the National Lottery – unlike the Lottery, the PC is locally accountable, the sum of money being offered by the Lottery is not large by Lottery standards whereas the grant being requested from the parish council would represent a very substantial outlay on an asset in which the parish council would not have any ownership or stake. The Lottery would have a statutory mortgage over the land and hall if it made a grant, putting it in a different position. Cllr C Elworthy confirmed that any PWLB loan would need to be paid off regardless of whether there was an asset available to the community in the future. The present situation was wholly different to the PWLB application for the Champion Hall which would have been purchased and owned by the parish council. 

In response to Cllr A Greason’s inquiry about engaging an IIA and a legal advisor and the hours of engagement, the Chairman confirmed that KALC had advised the PC that both an IIA and a legal adviser be engaged to assist with the borrowing approval process. This was also confirmed by Cllr C Elworthy. The hours were set at a maximum so that the advisers could carry out the work without the PC having to meet to resolve to extend the number of hours.

It was reiterated that the PC wanted to work collaboratively and disappointment was expressed at some of the comments made.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee item was brought forward. 
The Chairman had sent PFCA a risk assessment and road closure form to assist in the work needed to prepare for the street party. 
The PC would contribute the Beacon and 2 trees to mark the occasion. A grant had been awarded to contribute towards the cost.
The lighting of the Beacon would need to be at the time prescribed by the official Jubilee programme on evening of the 2nd of June. 
Two native specimen trees will be planted but not before the autumn planting season. The locations suggested being; the playground, the nature garden on the community field, and in Lorenden.  PFCA would check the types of trees allowed on the community field. 
PFCA asked whether the PC could contribute some funding towards some of the activities for the celebration. 
The Parish Council resolved to contribute £200 to the Jubilee activities that PFCA are arranging. The Chairman asked that PFCA confirm what the money would be used for.
The Parish Council resolved to purchase a gas beacon, coronet style. The PC would source the gas bottle. Cllr C Elworthy offered to assist.

One of the members of the public also asked if the parish council could provide some additional dog bins around the parish. The PC would ask Cllr D Simmons about how these could be obtained from Swale BC. There was a discussion about suitable locations.

The members of the public left at 8.33 pm
048/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2022.
049/22 Matters arising

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:-  The Chairman would report the potholes opposite Lorenden on the left hand side of Painters Forstal Road to Gary Gibbs. 

The replacement for the rotten post on the forstal had been ordered.

Playground:- Nothing had been heard from Swale BC about the damaged tree that the Chairman had reported. Action: The Chairman to follow up. 

Speed Watch:- No further updates but another session will be held in the future.

Lighting:- The latest EDF bill had arrived and was considerably higher than previous bills, this being a combination of higher standing charges as well as energy costs. The Chairman had contacted Jeff Tutt and Ken Bonner, both had provided broker contacts which could be investigated to find a cheaper electricity provider. The Chairman would get a USMO number from EDF to initiate this. At the Chairman’s suggestion lighting costs will be an agenda item at the next Swale KALC meeting.

GDPR and Website Review:- Cllr B Flynn would be asked to report more fully at the next meeting. Cllr C Elworthy had found a way of using Windows 365 for emails. 

Grazing Licence:-The licence had been signed and the fee paid..

Local Plan Review:-We await further information about the next steps going forward.

Covid Outbreak Management Fund:-The chairman had made an application which had been successful. 

The War Memorial:-The Chairman had circulated an email to councillors. Swale BC will carry out the repairs with other work to be done in the churchyard. 

Parishes to Town: Active Travel network:- The Chairman and Cllr C Elworthy had met with Mr Berendt on Plumford Lane. There were plans to connect Faversham and local villages and points further afield which were discussed. 

The new PCSO Jessica Stocks was unable to attend the PC meeting..

Litterpick:- 10 bags of litter had been collected. There was participation from various residents in the Parish.
050/22 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.

051/22 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
This was dealt with under public participation 
052/22 Community Hall Funding Request 
This was dealt with under public participation 
053/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 
054/22 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:

22/500753/FULL White Timbers Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DU.  Demolition of existing rear extension and erection of single storey rear extension (resubmission: 21/505967/FULL). We acknowledge that the applicant has addressed the concerns we had previously expressed.

22/501153/SUB Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 6 -Details of external finishing materials, Condition 7 - Hard and Soft landscape and Condition 12 - Details of Cycle storage subject to 20/500844/FULL  No objections 

22/501215/SUB Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 9 (joinery details) of application 19/505890/LBC (part discharge - barn 1). We have reviewed the documents in the application and we defer to the views of the technical experts.

22/501502/Full The Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine, Eastling Road, Painters Forstal ME13 0ES. Installation of bell cupola. Cllr B Flynn had sent around his views on the application prior to the meeting and these were discussed. There was concern at the possible lack of notification to local residents of the application as well as aspects of the application itself. 
We object to this application. Comments by councillors included the following:

The prospect of a bell ringing across the village is invasive and intrudes on the right of parishioners to amenity since it will break the peace in the village by tolling, creating entirely unnecessary noise pollution, particularly on a day when many who work during the week sleep in to catch up.

We are concerned about the impact of the noise on the nesting birds contained in the nationally recognised priority habitat 500 m to the south east.
There is no history of a bell on the site, and the prospect of an (artificial, electronic) striking mechanism sounding across the village at times when it is usually peaceful will cause an unnecessary disturbance.

The supporting document assumes that local residents would welcome a proposed bell tower as a socially enhancing element without any evidence to support this.

The materials proposed for the Bell tower and electronically operated bell mechanism are out of keeping and unfitting for an important historic building in the village such as this, adding nothing to the character of the building or the surrounding area, and will greatly - and detrimentally - affect many nearby by intruding into their homes unasked. The building is in the village conservation area.


The Chairman had been in contact with Graham Thomas regarding Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane where the parish council had received reports of ongoing building works as well as work on the access despite planning permission not having been granted. There is a large amount of excavated material visible on the site.  The Chairman was informed that a site visit would take place. 

Planning Applications pending:
22/500620/SUB Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Submission of details pursuant to condition 3 - (Materials conditions schedule for site 2, site 1 to remain still to be discharged), condition 4 (Method Statement for whole site by KB Ecology), condition 5 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15 condition 10 - (Cycle storage details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), Condition 11 - (SAP Calculations showing Dwelling Emission Rate for Site 2), condition 13 - (Electric Vehicle Charging Details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), condition 14 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15), condition 18 - (Lighting proposals for sites 1 and 2 - drawing ref. 1936 - 11, 1936 - 12, 1936 - 13) in relation to planning permission 19/503077/FULL. 

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21 Amendments March 2022.

22/500124/SUB  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of details pursuant to condition 8 (detailed repair and alterations specification & programme) of application 19/505890/LBC (partial discharge of condition for Water Lane Barn (Barn 1)

22/500241/SUB: Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 7 (construction details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 

21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. 

21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 22 - Green infrastructure and biodiversity management plan subject to 15/504264/OUT. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

20/504528/SUB Land at Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

There are still extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
22/500363/FULL Broomhill Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian and erection of two stables and a tack room. Permitted.

21/506401/FULL New Barns Farm Box Lane Painters Forstal Faversham Kent.  Demolition of two conservatories. Alterations to fenestration including 4 no skylights to north and 1 no skylight to south elevations. Increase of cladding. Permitted.

21/504300/FULL Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SP.  Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective). Refused.  The Chairman had been in contact with Graham Thomas, a site visit would take place. There is a large amount of excavated material visible on the site.

22/500343/REM Karussel Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UH Approval of Reserved Matters with Appearance and Landscaping being sought pursuant to 19/502706/OUT for - (Outline application for the demolition of existing garage and erection of 1no. three bedroom bungalow (Access, Layout and Scale being Sought), as amended by drawing 775:P02A received 18/09/2019). Refused.

22/500387/FULL Meadow Cottage Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AA. Erection of single storey rear/side extension between garage and dwelling, single storey rear extension to garage, placement of oil tank rear of garage and erection of single storey link extension to barn, creating additional workshop, ancillary to main dwelling. to create additional workshop and placement of an oil tank to rear. Approved.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 
055/22 Finance
Payments for Approval:
OPC Current Account

[bookmark: _Hlk28889886]Chq no 1546 To Ospringe Church for April room rent for meeting £20.00

Chq no 1547 Swale BC for mowing 1/4/2021-31/3/2022 period £219.18 including VAT 

Chq no 1548 To Surrey Hills Solicitors LLP for Legal Advice  £594.00 including VAT

Receipts: None to report.

EDF bills 2nd Jan 2022-31st March 2023 £472.72 including VAT

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval:

Chq no 0362 To A Keel for stationery/stamps/ink including for Allotment rent letters £105.76

Chq no 0363 To St John’s College for Allotment Rent £850.00

Chq no 0364 To T Hoile for mowing/strimming, and drop off and collection of the mower for service £205.00

Receipts: None to report

The Clerk had circulated an unaudited bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2022 and budget monitoring document. 
Variances over budget were noted by the PC.

A COVID 19 Contain Outbreak Management grant had been applied for and accepted for expenses related to COVID. 

It was agreed that the 1 year Zoom subscription should be renewed. 

056/22 The Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting. These will be held on 4th May. 
Representatives of community groups would be invited. 
057/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
Email from the Pageant Master re Participant press release – noted.
Email from Jessica Stocks re PSCO February report – noted.
Email from KALC – KALC News – February – noted.
Email from Jubilee group in Rodmersham-noted.
Email from Swale BC -Organising a safe Jubilee event-noted.
Email from R Carlisle re Faversham Family Bike Ride – noted.
Email from H Whately re proposals to reduce the rural bus service – noted.
Email from KALC– QGC mapping extension – noted.
Email from C Bedford re Northdowns community walk – noted.
Cllr A Greason had previously sent an email to remind everyone about the change in footpath registration. 

The PC would submit a representation about the reduction in rural bus services. Cllr A Greason shared the points he had made independently. The Parish Council feels that the reduction in bus services will disproportionally affect rural communities.
058/22 Members’ reports There were none. 

059/22 Any other business There was none.
Meeting ended at 9.32pm

Next meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting 4th May 7pm, Annual Parish Council Meeting 4th May 8pm.
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