Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th April 2011 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 



B Flynn

A Gillatt
C Hudson



R Simmons



Cllr A Bowles
L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
J Newitt 


Cllr C Prescott

M Seaman 

R Taylor

The meeting was attended by parishioners who wished to discuss the licensing of an event to be held at Brogdale on 28th/29th May.  Accordingly the Chairman adjourned the meeting and a discussion was held with parishioners and Councillor Andrew Bowles.  The licensing laws as they stand allow no scope for consultation with local residents or the parish council and there are very few grounds for refusing a temporary licence for such events. The OPC Chairman and Cllr Flynn have been dealing extensively with this matter and will continue to liaise with Mr Julian Herrington and Mrs Joan Tovey. The meeting was then reconvened.

30/11
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 2nd March 2011.
31/11
Parish Councillor Vacancy


Cllr Flynn signed his Declaration form, which will be forwarded to Swale BC.
32/11
Matters Arising


Allotments Notice Board – The grant application is approved in sum of £420 and the noticeboard should soon be ready.


Traffic Issues – Cllr Bowles informed the Chairman that the grant payment for the Jacobs report should be made shortly to OPC’s bank account.  He will also investigate obtaining the mobile speed indicator equipment for the hill at the Stalisfield Rd junction.  The Chairman had written to Aprille Hall asking for the many potholes along Porters Lane to be dealt with. 

A2 Northern/Southern Relief Road – see Minute 33/11.

Parish Litterpick – all went well.

The Forstal – following a gas leak the Forstal had been dug up but not well reinstated. Chairman will talk to Dave Else about repairs.


Vandalised phone box – Clerk to contact BT.
33/11
Swale Core Strategy

As Swale BC refused our request for a consultation extension, the Chairman had responded to ‘Pick Your Own’ on behalf of the parish council; it was agreed that his response was sufficient.  Brian Lloyd of Protect Kent had made an in depth response to the consultation, with further comment on the A2 northern/southern relief road issue.

34/11
Planning


Consultation on KCC proposals regarding ‘A Boards’: currently A Boards are covered by licences and KCC’s new proposals replace this system with Conditions for design and use.  Clerk to write saying we have no objections but please could they ensure the Conditions underline the fact they should not be used in locations remote to the business being advertised.

SW/11/0172 – 2 Parsonage Oast, Retrospective application for metal flue to rear of property.  No objections.

35/11
Finance


Notification from National Audit Office of the auditing officer, with annual audit papers for Clerk to complete.


Notification from EDF of change of supply account number.


Direct Tech – notification of price rise of 3% (no price rise last year).


Payments:


CPRE annual subscription 2011-12
£29.00


KALC annual subscription 2011-12
£245.68


Action with Communities in Rural Kent annual subscription 2011-12
£35.00


Citizens Advice Bureau Fav. Office – donation 2011-12
£15.00


Swale Borough Council – grass cutting 2010-11
£171.31


Direct Technical Services – lighting repairs Water Lane
£66.00


Lorrie Clark honorarium (in arrears) 2010-11
£25.00


Allotments Account:

Chairman’s allotment expenses -sending out allotment rent notices etc
£85.00

G E Smith – Mowing allotment pathways
£500.00

36/11
Annual Parish Meeting/Parish Council Meeting 18th May


Clerk had sent out usual invites. Tea/coffee/biscuits will be available for the annual parish meeting.

327/11
Correspondence


KALC – email from Rodney Williamson, Secretary, to say he is retiring at end of June.

Cllr Mick Seaman – email to say he is standing down as Parish Councillor.


Direct Tech – updated schedule of parish lighting equipment.


Swale Rural Forum – minutes of meeting held 9th March 2011.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – minutes of meeting held 11th March 2011.


Swale Joint Transportation Board – minutes of meeting held 14th March 2011 (contains a Resolution re A2 northern relief road).


KALC Swale Area Committee – minutes of meeting held 7th March 2011.


KCC – Consultation re Kent Farmsteads Design Guide – see www.kent.gov.uk

Kent & Medway Funding Fair – notification of event to be held at Folkestone on 13th April.


Kent Science Park – Spring 2011 newsletter.


Cllr Roger Taylor – email asking about 2 Little Kennaways revised planning application for agricultural barn. The Chairman said that apparently this application was being submitted to Swale Planning and would probably need to be looked at by OPC Planning Sub-committee due to its timing.  Cllr Taylor also enquired about the Conditions imposed for the retrospective planning application.  Cllr Taylor also reported another near miss at the Stalisfield Road junction.


Cllr Dean-Kimili – email to say that she had been contacted by residents of Water Lane about cars speeding along the stretch from the church to the school and enquiring if anything could be done: the Chairman will consider contacting Cllr Cindy Davis about this.


Email from a resident at Ospringe Street to say that sheep from Joyce Field had damaged his fence: Chairman to deal with this.


Swale Democratic Services – seven valid nomination forms had been received so an election is not required.
38/11
Members’ Reports 

Cllr Simmons reported on the last meeting of Lorenden Park Trust. There is still a vacancy for another parish councillor.

29/11
Any Other Business


Cllr Gillatt enquired about progress on the war memorial repairs. It was agreed to go ahead with the original plan of getting together a working party to do the repairs, with a donation of £50 from the parish council to cover materials and refreshments.


Next Meeting: Wednesday 18th May 2011 at 7.30pm  (annual parish meeting followed by annual parish council meeting.
Meeting closed at 10.35 pm
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