Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th December 2023 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously. The meeting commenced at 7.31pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
B Flynn
A Bowles 
C Elworthy

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
R Simmons – another engagement – approved
Cllr Rich Lehmann 
Cllr Terry Thompson 

159/23 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 
160/23 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that masks would not be worn due to the limited number of people in attendance. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and continue to be set as an agenda item. 
161/23 Public Participation

There was one member of the public in attendance.  The resident referred to an email which included a letter attachment to KHS that they had sent to the parish council before the meeting. The resident was particularly concerned that posts outside their house and elsewhere on Porters Lane had been removed. They also reported on the Duchy meeting they had attended which concerned a proposal for a development of 2000 homes. The Chairman referred to the resident’s email noting that the resident had stated that the parish council were not seeing the bigger picture in relation to highway issues. This comment was in contrast to earlier emails received from the resident which suggested satisfaction with what the council is doing regarding highway issues. The Chairman requested that the resident give a fuller explanation behind the statement. It was agreed that this would be done via email.  
162/23 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st November 2023.
163/23 Matters arising
Commemorative Trees:- Cllr C Elworthy reported that the nursery from which the council intended to purchase the trees had no stock, but he had found a company which could provide trees at a competitive price.  The parish council resolved to buy 4 2/2.5 metre bare root trees, at £70 per tree, 3 of which would be planted at Lorenden and 1 presented to PFCA. Cllr C Elworthy would order them.

Dog Bins Nothing had been heard from Swale BC regarding the new bin. Action: The Chairman would follow up. It was noted that the bin on Tettenhall Way near Aldi was overflowing.

Highway Matters and road closures –The Chairman had circulated an email in which he had highlighted some issues to Gary Gibbs. 

The parish council had been notified of a change to the date of closure of the A251 for water main repairs.  The council had engaged with Kent Highways Services on the proposed diversion and KHS had eventually conceded to close Porters and Plumford Lanes and to ensure appropriate signage was displayed well in advance of the point of closure. However, inadequate signage had been erected and inadequate signage to close the lanes for the first part of the day. Cllr C Elworthy reported that there had been a limited increase in the amount of traffic on the lanes despite the mistake with the signage.  This may have been due to both lanes showing as shut on satnavs, dissuading drivers from using them.  A ‘downgrading’ of both lanes on satnavs could be looked into as a way of preventing overuse and misuse of the lanes, in addition to other steps currently being investigated by the council via the HIP and elsewhere.

Speed Watch: - Cllr C Elworthy reported that a speedwatch session had taken place at 8 am this morning coming over the motorway bridge. Out of 154 ‘packets’ of vehicles recorded 29 vehicles had been detected speeding at 35 mph or more.  The highest speed recorded was 43 mph.  There had been 3 repeat offenders. The PC awaits further updates from Cllr C Elworthy. Registration for Lorry Watch had been made.

Lighting: -This continues to be a work in progress.
The faulty light on the Brogdale Road had been fixed but it had taken longer for it to be mended than expected. 

Playground: There are no further updates.

Churchman’s Farm:-  Alice Reeves has not yet been in contact with the Chairman.

Facebook page:-The page is working well.

Norman’s Wood:-The Forestry Commission had been in contact. Grant funding for this size of woodland is not available. A rep from the Forestry Commission would meet with councillors on site to view the woodland. The PC would look out for other sources of funding.  

Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC):-KCC has officially stated that the consultation is on hold. Action: The Chairman intends to write to Helen Whately.

Allotments:- A couple of allotments had changed hands. There will be more turnover of plots in the spring. 

M2 Motorway Crash:-The Chairman and Vice Chairman had placed a wreath on the motorway fence. A photo had been put on the PC Facebook page.

Faversham Neighbourhood Plan Consultation:- no update.

164/23 Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) 
Cllr B Flynn had met with Jennie Watson from KCC and several roads in the parish had been visited. The information gathered had been put onto the latest HIP form.  Another meeting with Jennie Watson would be set up to establish what measures were being actioned and what other measures are yet to be put in place. The parish council awaits the results of the traffic surveys. KCC had indicated that 1 entrance gate could be installed in this financial year and another the following year. 

The parish council considered whether the hedge in front of Coldstream Cottage was encroaching on the road. Gary Gibbs would be asked to investigate.
165/23 D Day 80-6th June 2024
The Chairman had spoken to the events manager for PFCA. A 40s swing band has been proposed to provide entertainment for the event. A fish and chip supplier was offering to provide food at a discounted rate as it is a village activity.  The parish council is supportive in principle, but more details would be needed about both ideas. The Chairman would continue to work on the event with PFCA. A new ring would be needed for the beacon. 

The member of the public left at 8.19 pm
166/23 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, and the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.
167/23 Community Hall 
The parish council agreed to a trial of using the foyer of the Community Hall for the February meeting.

Further information would be need about the two projects that parish council are looking to make a contribution towards. 
168/23 Finance
Payments for Approval: -

OPC Current Account

Chq no 1625 To Ospringe Church for room rent for December meeting £20.00 

Chq no 1626 Ms E Melville reimbursement for Poppy Crosses £15.00

Chq no 1627 To Mrs K Lockwood reimbursement for Wreath for commemoration of M2 Motorway crash 
£55.00

Chq no 1628 To Mrs K Lockwood for stationery £14.84

Chq no 1629 To Mrs K Lockwood 3rd quarter of Clerk’s pay £710.40

Direct debit to Hugofox Limited £11.99 for website service November.

Receipts: None to report

Payments for Approval:-

Allotment Account

Chq no 0389 To T Hoile for materials and fit of gate, and new corner post £130.00

None to report

Receipts: None to report

The Clerk had circulated a bank reconciliation as at 3rd November 2023 and budget monitoring document before the meeting. 

The parish council resolved that the Clerk’s pay should increase and be backdated to 1st April 2023 in line with NALC/SLCC pay scales and recommendations. 

Budget variances had been stated in the previous meeting.

The Budget and then the Precept would be set at the January meeting. The Chairman asked councillors to consider items for the budget. Expenditure on Highway measures is a consideration.


169/23 Planning

Current planning applications:

23/505197/SUB Scotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0RW.Submission of details to discharge conditions 3 - External Joinery and 4 - External Finishing Materials, Subject to 23/502328/FULL.  We would want Swale Borough Council to be satisfied that the double-glazed unit will not look incongruous in this period building.

23/505053/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Eastling Road Faversham Kent ME13 0DW.Conservation Area Notification : T1 - Field Maple (Acer campestre) - Fell because tree offers low amenity value, is out growing it's location and causing damage to boundary walling. Replant with one Native species elsewhere in garden using regular to select standard.  We would want the tree officer to be satisfied that the tree in question is of low amenity value and that there is tangible evidence of it causing damage to the boundary wall (as required by the application form).

22/505533/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building to provide 9no. new hotel rooms. Creation of 12no. new parking spaces. We have no objections but we would want it conditioned that the car park has an appropriate porous surface.

Planning applications pending:

23/504693/SUB11 Bayfield Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0EFSubmission of details to discharge conditions 3 - Materials, 4 - Hard & Soft Landscaping, 9 - Dwelling Emission Rate and 10 - Water Conservation, Subject to 22/502522/FULL

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Erection of elderly persons care home.

22/504036/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.Erection of new barn development for 6no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space. Amended documents and change of description - 02.10.23
21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC.

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective).

22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT.

21/504692/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school, holiday lets and workshop/business units

Councillors have considered the additional documents recently published on the planning portal. Councillors remain of the view that this is an inappropriate development and should be refused permission. The grounds remain as per those stated in the parish council’s previous representations, with the additional information recently supplied (some unsubstantiated) not changing councillors’ views. Councillors endorse the points put forward by Mr David Simmons just posted to the portal. The above response had been agreed by the parish council and was sent to the planning officer.


SBC decisions:

23/504136/FULL The Retreat Elverland Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SP.(Retrospective) - Temporary Change of use of the land for the stationing of two static mobiles and two touring caravans for Gypsy/Traveller occupation for a single family for a period of 3 years. Creation of access track and associated hard and soft landscaping. Refused

23/504140/SUB Lorenden Preparatory School Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EN.Submission of details to discharge conditions 3 (construction management plan) and 11 (security measures) of planning application 23/501650/FULL. Permitted

23/504157/FULL Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA Section 73 - Application for minor material amendment to approved plans condition 2 (to allow amendments to the design, layout and creation of new plant room) pursuant to 19/503077/FULL - Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings. As amended by drawing no's. 1936 01C; 1936 02A; 1936 03; 1936 04B; 1936 05G; 1936 06C; 1936 07F; 1936 08A; 1936 09 and 1936 10. Permitted

23/503438/FULL Oast View Eastling Road Painters Forstal ME13 0DU. Erection of a conservatory. Permitted.

23/502961/LBC Forge Cottage Eastling Road Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW. Listed building consent for internal and external alterations including removal of two staircases, insertion of new staircase, removal of posts and replacing structural supports, raising floor level on ground floor, replacement of external door with windows and installation of 2no soil/vent pipes. Permitted

Planning Inspectorate appeals:

23/500143/ENF Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SAppeal against Enforcement Notice - Without planning permission, the erection of a stables and kennel buildings, the erection of a timber framed kennel, the alteration of land levels and the stationing of a touring caravan. Pending.

Enforcement: -
The Chairman would liaise with Jeff Tutt and Newnham and Doddington PCs about the ongoing lack of enforcement issue.

The PC notes the changes to standing orders that the Head of Planning at Swale BC inform parish councils about planning decisions rather than consult them. The changes to policy had gone for ratification by the Policy and Resources Committee.

170/23 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence.
171/23 Members’ reports 
Cllr A Bowles had attended the KALC AGM, speakers were the leader of KCC and the director of public health who were very informative. The event was attended by lots of outside organisations.  Councillor numbers were low compared to in the past but it was a very well thought-out event.

The Chairman and Cllr A Bowles intend to attend the next Swale Area Committee meeting. 

172/23 Any other business- there was none.

Meeting ended at 9.20pm
Next meeting: 3rd January 2024 
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