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The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th February 2018 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
R Simmons
H Williams

K. Lockwood Clerk
Apologies:
B Flynn
J Dean-Kimili 
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 
S Wright  
Cllr A Bowles
Cllr C Prescott

One member of the public in attendance.

013/18 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, S Wright, H Williams, R Simmons and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.

The Chairman A Keel, Cllrs A Greason and B Flynn as members of the VAC have been granted dispensations to discuss and vote on whether OPC should submit a planning application on behalf of the VAC for a village hall and whether OPC should finance the application fee.
014/18 Public Participation
No formal public participation.

015/18 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th January 2018.
016/18 Matters arising

Gateposts erected along the frontage of the Cherry Orchards halfway along the Eastling Road:-following on from the installation of the posts the Council are concerned that a gate and fencing will be erected without approval and this will lead to encampment.  The Council will monitor the situation.

Highway Matters:-Gary Gibbs had informed the Chairman that due to a funding shortfall only defects regarded as hazardous/urgent would probably be repaired until the new financial year.  Some potholes on Porters Lane have opened up and have been marked up for repair. Meanwhile, a pothole on the right hand side on Porters Lane needs to be patched urgently.  Action also needs to be taken regarding the collapsed bank where the vehicle ran through the hedge near the junction with Whitehill.
It was also reported that there were potholes on the north side of the motorway bridge that needed to be jet patched and that were unmarked. 
The Vicarage Lane name plate sign damaged during the drainage work would hopefully be repaired by Tony Hoile.

Action: Chairman to follow up.

Lighting:- the direct debit had been submitted, signed by Cllr R Simmons and the Chairman A Keel.

Damaged bus stop sign:- outside Champion Hall: a new sign had been erected in a semi permanent position. The Chairman had emailed SBC to obtain a replacement bin. 
Bus Consultation:- The Council noted Eastling Parish Council’s response to the cuts in bus services.  The council felt that it wanted to make a representation based around pushing back the 9.30 bus time 1 hour to try and accommodate more commuters, if this fitted with the other routes the bus served.   The Clerk had emailed Faversham town Council to gain information/outcome of the discussion about the proposed cuts to bus services which took place at the Faversham and District Engagement Forum 9th January 2018.  No response had been received so far. 

Action:-Clerk to draft an email with OPC’S response to the Bus consultation 

GDPR:-The Clerk had attended the GDPR workshop and emailed information sent by KALC to all Councillors.  It was noted that under the GDPR guidelines coming into force on 25th May 2018 the Parish Council would need to appoint a DPO.  As the Clerk is considered a data controller the DPO would have to be an external appointment.  KALC had produced a list of partners offering DPO services.  The Chairman had been contacted by Diane Malley and her son, with an offer to provide the DPO service for £350 a year (possibly less in successive years).  The Council is aware of the importance of the GDPR and acknowledged the need to be up and running by 25th May 2018 but also acknowledged that there more questions to be answered and finer details to be clarified.   

Litter pick:-date has been set for 3rd March 2018.  SBC have agreed to collect rubbish from three locations in the Parish.  SBC will provide the litter pick equipment which will be left with the Chairman.   The Chairman informed the Council that a risk assessment would be undertaken.  A parishioner had contacted Cllrs about an amount of rubbish that needed to be removed.

Action:- Chairman to contact parishioner about collecting the pile of rubbish during the litter pick

Action:- Chairman to liaise with Cllr J Dean-Kimili regarding the coordination of the event

017/18 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There remain two vacancies for parish Councillors.  There had been interest in one of the positions. Chairman again reminded the Council to look out for possible recruits.
018/18 Planning 
17/506423/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB- no developments noted.

The Council noted that the Meads Farm (held on 23rd Jan 2018) and The Retreat (held on 24th Jan 2018) appeals had taken place.  Part of the appellants’ case relied on the recent appeal hearings querying SBC’s Gypsy and Traveller site supply.  Regarding the banking up of soil on the Elverland boundary Graham Thomas thought that this may be able to be dealt with under the terms of the existing enforcement notice.
17/505426/SUB Perry Court:-detailed planning consent for the residential element of the scheme has been applied for.  The Council would consider the planning documents.  The planning case officer had agreed that the council could submit comments immediately after 7th March meeting.
A representative from BDW homes had not been able to attend the January or February meetings and had indicated that there was no formal presentation by the company.  It was acknowledged that although the residential development was not within the Parish boundaries it was of great interest and concern among the community in the Parish.  It was considered an appropriate move to invite the BDW Homes representative to the next council meeting and give parishioners the opportunity to meet them.

Action: Clerk to invite the BDW Homes representative to its next meeting on 7th March 2018.

17/506263/FULL The Courtyard House Syndale:- Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH Change of use of Hotel (Class C1) to 4no. one bedroom apartments (Class C3). The Council considered the planning application and had no objections.

The Council noted that the outline planning application for the Village Hall had been validated.  There has been one letter of objection.
019/18 Finance
Payments for Approval:
Chq  No 1368 For use of the Church hall 					£20
Chq  No	 1367  4th instalment of Streetlights bill for lighting maintenance 	£225.04 inc VAT
Chq  No 1366 for the conversion of the remaining 4 lanterns to LED	£648.00 inc VAT
Chq  No 1369  for Clerk’s attendance at GDPR workshop			£36.00 inc VAT

The Chairman had received an email about the ACRK subscription which was up for renewal.
EDF and electricity bills:-EDF had acknowledged receipt of the direct debit.  The energy bill for £739.56 plus £68 admin fee and interest charged due to non payment, a result of the cancellation of the direct debit. Chairman was in the process of querying the late payment fees. 

Current Account Receipts -none reported.
Allotments Receipts-none reported.

The Chairman confirmed that expenditure had been compared to budget and was as expected.

020/18 Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
Cllr Flynn had not been able to undertake the resident survey yet but he intends to do so.
Cllr Williams had written some information on Lorry Watch to be put on the OPC website. 

Action: Cllr Flynn to put the details of the scheme on the OPC website.
021/18 Correspondence
The Clerk had emailed a list of email correspondence to all Councillors.

Lorry Watch:-the Council were concerned about the amount of traffic using Vicarage Lane, Porters Lane and Plumford Lane.  The benefit of collecting details to submit to KCC of HGVs using these lanes was again highlighted.  The merit of having another sign at the entrance of Porters Lane to discourage inappropriate, large vehicles from using it as a cut through was discussed.

Action:- Chairman to look into the possibility of another sign being installed.  

Noticeboard:- this had not been progressed so far.  It was noted that the price of commercial kits does not include installation.  The Council discussed the possibility of using local labour to build and erect a noticeboard.
022/18 Members’ reports
None reported.
023/18 Any other business
Cllr H Williams would look into running this year’s Ospringe in Bloom.  Date TBC. 

The meeting ended at 8.30 pm  

Next meeting:   7TH March 2018 at 7.30pm
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