Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 1st February 2012 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 
C Hudson 
B Flynn (from 9pm)
A Gillatt



R Simmons



R Taylor



L Melville – Clerk

Cllr A Bowles
Cllr C Prescott
Two local residents attended the meeting and an update was given on various meetings about Brogdale, including a recent meeting of CUT attended by 34 local residents where the main issue was the perpetual noise created by the various activities there.  The Chairman informed that Mr A Hillier had been invited to attend a future parish council meeting to discuss proposals for further development of Brogdale.
12/12
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 4th January 2012.
13/12
Matters Arising

Brogdale – Cllr Simmons declared an interest.  The Chairman reported on the meeting of CUT that he and Cllr Flynn had recently attended.  It was noted that letters from local residents and from Julian Herrington representing CUT had been received and were available to any parish councillors requiring copies. 


Land opposite Woodside – A planning application had been received.


Future of Champion Hall – negotiations for possible lease/purchase are in hand.

Mobile speed indicator, Water Lane – Clerk had received confirmation that the speed indicator sign will be installed in a few weeks. The Chairman thanked Cllr Bowles for the funding of this.

KALC Localism Conference – this had been attended by the Chairman and the Clerk. Chairman gave a short update


Allotments – Chairman reported that another 6 allotments have been sub-let, some being divided into smaller plots.  A rent review with St Johns College is in progress.


Willow Farm lorry advertising – the lorry is still at Willow Farm overlooking the M2 and currently advertising ‘Canterbury VW’. Clerk to send reminder to Swale Planning Enforcement.
14/12
Parish Councillor Vacancies


The Chairman again urged everyone to keep looking for suitable individuals to fill the two vacancies.
Clerk to look at putting an item in Ospringe Chronicle.
15/12
Planning


SW/12/0004 – Land Opp Woodhill, Kennaways: Refurbishment and Reconstruction of Existing Agricultural Building.  It was agreed that the parish council had no objections to the proposed wood cladding and were happy with the concept of a pitched roof but not with the use of galvanised steel sheeting or a roller shutter door, neither of which are appropriate for a building within an AONB. The parish council would prefer to see a more traditional style timber doors and roofing materials.  Also noted that the application does not include notification of any intention to change the use from agricultural.  The Clerk will also write a letter to Swale Planning to say that we have previously had correspondence with Swale about our concerns over the usage of the site. Our concerns continue notwithstanding the last email received from Jo Millard following her site visit. The site owners have just submitted the application SW/12/0004 for some proposed alterations to one of the existing buildings. The application does not seek to change the existing agricultural use but the parish council and local residents are still concerned at what appears to be non-agricultural usage within the site. We note, for example, that the application form for SW/12/0004 refers to there being 8 car parking spaces, which seems inappropriate for agricultural usage here.  There has also been evidence of what could be domestic use, such as children’s play equipment.  There may also have been some remodelling or movement of the access onto this site from the road. Clerk to ask Jo Millard to have a site visit and report back.

PN/11/0151 – 2 Little Kennaways: Prior Notification of a New Agricultural Barn. Cllrs Taylor and Hudson declared an interest.  It was noted that there had been some confusion with Swale Planning in obtaining the documentation for this, but Chairman thanked Swale Planning for sorting it out in time for the parish council meeting.  The parish council considers this building to be poorly sited. It is proposed to construct the building on a slope and despite screening and cutting into the natural contour of the land it will be visible from below. The proposed siting is within the AONB, where development is required to enhance appearance.  Its remoteness is also a cause for concern. Additionally, Box Lane is very narrow and steep in places and it would be very unsuitable in terms of increased traffic use to place the access for such a  building onto the lane at that point. We would be more supportive, subject to the  case being made for a new agricultural building,  if it were proposed to be situated as part of or adjacent to the existing complex of buildings.  


Tootsie Farm – The site meeting had been attended by local residents but unfortunately no parish councillors had been able to attend.

Swale BC – notification of a Planning Enforcement Briefing by Peter Hinckesman at Swale House on 9th February at 7pm.  Cllrs Taylor and Simmons hoped to attend.
16/12
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations/Beacons


There is much interest from the Alma public house and local residents in organising parish events for the Diamond Jubilee. It was agreed that if necessary the parish council would provide up to £750 to assist (with possibility of more being made available if required).  It was also agreed to set up a Jubilee Committee consisting of Cllrs Andrew Keel, Roger Taylor, Brian Flynn, Jeanette Dean-Kimili and Ann Gillatt, to be joined by local residents as appropriate.
17/12
Finance


Payments:


Direct Tech lighting repairs Inv 4633
£116.78

KALC attendance x 2 at Localism conference
£144.00


Direct Tech lighting repairs Inv 4915
£116.78


Direct Tech lighting maintenance payment 4 of 4 2011/12
£190.80


A Keel expenses to Girlings for transcribing Jan 2012 minutes
£10.00


Allotments Account:

A Keel Chairman’s expenses

£10.00
18/12
Street lighting upgrade


Ken Bonner of Direct Tech had again contacted the parish council about the EU regulations regarding mercury lamps.  It was agreed that Chairman and Cllr Taylor would investigate the EU regulations to see if replacement is mandatory and to look at the possibility of buying in a stock of lamps before deciding to go ahead with expensive replacements at a time when more energy-efficient alternatives are likely to become available in the near future.

19/12
Correspondence

ROSPA Play Safety – reminder of 2012 round of safety inspections. It was agreed that due to the extensive refurbishment of the play area undertaken in 2011, and in view of the current good state of the equipment and play area, that this year the parish council would skip the play safety inspection this year.

Swale Rural Forum – agenda for meeting to be held on 12th March 2012.


Sittingbourne Local Engagement Forum – minutes of meeting held 17th January 2012.

Swale Rural Forum – minutes of meeting held 10th January.


KALC – forwarded an email from Shoreham PC about the KCC Minerals and Waste consultation.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum “You Said  We Did” notes for meeting held 27th November 2011.  The next Faversham LEF meeting is on 28th February.


QEII Fields – county grants are available but this is not relevant to Ospringe.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – notification of a Neighbourhood Planning event to be held on 29th March 2012.


Swale BC – notification of a survey consultation re a strategy for sport in the borough: passed to Cllr Flynn.


Swale Rural Youth Services – they are undertaking an audit. Clerk to contact them to say at present we do not have a youth club in the parish.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – notification of rural community of the year 2012 competition.


Mid Kent Downs E Bulletin – passed to Cllr Simmons.


Swale BC – notification of a briefing on the draft core strategy process, the next stage is a meeting on 13th March with further consultation until 8th May.


Kent Highways – notification of road closures


Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – agenda for meeting to be held 1st March 2012.


KALC Notification of 3 events being held to provide additional information on the new Neighbourhood Planning concept.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Summary Report 2011.
20/12
Members’ Reports 

Cllr Flynn reported on a meeting held with the Methodist Church on 1st February 2012 and the commencement of negotiations with them about the lease/purchase of the village hall.
21/12
Any Other Business

Cllr Gillatt reported that the Victorian post box on Painter’s Forstal Rd had fallen over when the wall in which it was fixed crumbled away. She will enquire of Royal Mail when it will be reinstated and also confirm whether due to its age the post box had a preservation order.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 7th March 2012
Meeting closed at 22.15 
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