Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th October 2020. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 82616679253 Password:957156 The meeting commenced at 7.32 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn –Vice-chairman
R Simmons 
C Elworthy 
H Williams

Cllr D Simmons joined the meeting briefly 9. 11pm to clarify the planning officer’s report recommendation in the Willow Farm application going to planning committee. 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili had offered apologies due to medical reasons. Unanimously approved. 
A Greason had offered apologies personal reasons. Unanimously approved.
Cllr A Bowles. 
093/20 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
094/20 Public Participation
Harold Goodwin from the Faversham Society gave a presentation to the parish council about local planning issues providing his views on the lessons that can be learnt from the Perry Court development which could be taken forward in any action and response to future major local housing developments.  Mr Goodwin outlined to the parish council the timeframes and the deadline by which Swale BC needed to have agreed and finalised its five year land supply for inclusion in the Local Plan.

Two members of the public were in attendance to observe the meeting.
095/20 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2020.  Amendment to 15th July 2020 Minutes for item 069/20 missing payment figure for chq no 0336 to T Hoile for grass cutting £250.00
096/20 Matters arising
19/506013/OUT Brogdale Collections planning application for a new visitor centre:- The Chairman had written to the planning officer about the neighbours at Brogdale Farm cottages not being notified officially about the  planning application. 

Highway Matters:.The muddy passing bays on Porters Lane have not yet been reinstated.  The depression in Painters Forstal Road, at the back of the Alma still needs attention. The Chairman intends to enquire about this with Gary Gibbs.  Cllr R Simmons had reported large potholes at the bottom of Plumford Lane to Gary Gibbs. White lines had been painted on the junction of Whitehill and Plumford Lane but had been washed off.  Gary Gibbs had reported this.

Lighting: - An email from Ken Bonner stated that the problematic LED lamps had been replaced.  The Chairman had requested a quote to replace column L in Bayfield and a quote for moving the column back.  Cllr H Williams will look into alternative maintenance suppliers after reviewing the current contractual arrangements.  The Chairman had checked with Ken Bonner whether the UKPN work for the new supply to Column L is contestable. Ken Bonner had not come across this term before.
Action: The Chairman to give Cllr H Williams the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to forward the emails he had received from Ken Bonner.

Playground equipment:-.Swale BC had not yet investigated the tree that had shed a branch in May. 
Action: The Chairman to keep the council up to date with progress on this matter.

GDPR:- Cllr A Greason continues to have problems sending and receiving emails with his new councillor email account on his android device. Action: Cllrs C Elworthy, A Greason and the Chairman to liaise.

Gypsy and Traveller issues:- The Chairman had still not heard from Swale BC’s enforcement officer. Action: The Chairman to contact Cllr D Simmons about the matter.

Rural Lanes There was a short discussion about identifying and recording ancient hedgerows and ponds in the Parish following an email sent by Cllr Baldock.
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles regarding inappropriate use of rural lanes. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC as the poppy field falls within the Parish of Sheldwich.
Action: Cllr R Simmons to circulate the email about identifying ancient hedgerows

Faversham Town Council site assessments:-This is to be a future agenda item. 

Ospringe School’s use of the Allotment track:-Ospringe School had reported that the arrangement was working well. 

Online Banking:-Cllr B Flynn had further investigated this with the bank who had provided a brochure for banking arrangements for community organisations. The Chairman had contacted Clive Powell at KALC who had advised to contact the Internal Auditor.  The Clerk had contacted the Internal Auditor who had not yet responded. 
Action: The Chairman to send the emails from Clive Powell to the rest of the parish council on this matter 
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and finalise the online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs which will need amendment.

Website Accessibility Statement:-Cllr B Flynn had posted an accessibility statement on the parish council’s website. The statement will need to be expanded upon extensively, this will need to be done over a period of time, as the matter is not straightforward.  OPC do not have the resources to hire a contractor to do an assessment of the website. The parish council will make it clear on the website that it will endeavour to assist anyone who encounters an accessibility issue with any part of the website.

Graham Middle & Syndale Park proposed care home planning application:-Action: The Chairman to respond to Graham Middle’s email.
097/20 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits as there were still two vacancies to be filled.
098/20 Planning 
The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
Planning applications for consideration:

20/504013/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Full details and sections of the above ground plant at the pumping station on the northern boundary of the site subject to 17/506603/REM. No comment.

20/504220/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Non-material amendment: substitution of several house-types as detailed in cover letter - footprints to remain the same (original application 17/506603/REM). We comment as follows: regarding the proposed substitution of house types we would not want to see the changes move away from reflecting the local vernacular architecture.  We would not want the changes to result in a reduction in the variety of house styles or result in a plainer and more uniform streetscene. We would also not want to see an increase in habitable space putting additional pressure on car parking, and would want the existing car parking ratio to be maintained.

20/504050/ADV Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Advertisement consent for 3no. internally illuminated fascia signs, 4no. vinyls and 1no. internally illuminated two sided totem sign.  No comment.

20/504215/FULL Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB Section 73 - Application for removal of condition 10 (Construction for BREEAM 'Good' Standard) pursuant to application 19/504117/FULL - Erection of a veteran's horticultural rehabilitation, social and community building. We comment as follows: we would want the building to be built to the highest energy efficiency as possible.

20/503705/FULL Hillside Well Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SD Erection of outbuilding to form garden store/pavilion, ancillary to main dwelling. No objections.

20/503678/FULL Crossway Cottages Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0D. Erection of single storey rear extension.   We comment as follows: we have no objections but would want the borough council to heed to the views of the owner of the property known as White Timbers.

20/504369/FULL Kenton Brogdale Road Faversham Kent ME13 8XU.  Single storey front extension.  No objections.

19/505888/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA . Conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. Revised plans submitted 14th September 2020. We comment as follows: we note the latest design changes which go some way to addressing the issues that have been of concern up to this point. However, we adhere to our previous comments regarding traffic and continue to be concerned about this issue for the reasons previously stated.

We had our attention drawn to some objections already submitted which have highlighted the issue of flooding, and it would seem sensible for the risk or likelihood of flooding to be investigated, given the proximity of the nearby watercourse and the historic ponds in the area.

19/505890/LBC Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Listed Building Consent for conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. As above.

20/503631/LAWPRO.  Rosemary Cottage Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU.  Lawful Development Certificate for proposed alterations to roof at rear.  Action: The Clerk to contact the planning officer and ask for further clarification.

Planning Applications pending 

20/503634/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 7 Hard and soft landscaping and Condition 11 Samples subject to 19/504117/FULL.

20/500844/FULL  Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 3 no. houses with parking and gardens. (Resubmission 19/504178/FULL) as amended by drawings received21/08/2020.

20/503840/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Non Material Amendment Being - Minor amendments to the building elevations Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

19/505888/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA . Conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. 

19/505890/LBC Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Listed Building Consent for conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works. Revised plans. Further  amended plans 29.05.2020 & Amended plans 06.07.2020

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans 04.08.2020

20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY. Erection of 58 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure, and the realignment of drive and parking for the Oasthouse.

20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

There are other extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
20/502760/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 (Existing Trees and/or Hedges for Removal/to be Retained) Subject to 18/502735/FULL. Permitted.

20/503414/NMAMD Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington.  Non-material amendment: Installation of four 350 watt solar panels on south-facing roof, plus installation of generator to rear of building (relates to original application ref: 19/504117/FULL). Permitted.

20/503545/PNPA Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent .Prior notification for the change of use from premises in light industrial use (class B1(c)) and any land within its curtilage to 1 Dwellinghouse. For its prior approval to: - Transport and Highways impacts of the development. - Contamination risks on the site. - Flooding risks on the site. - Where the building is located in an area that is important for industrial services or storage or distribution services or a mix of those services, whether the introduction of, or an increase in, a residential use of premises in the area would have an adverse impact on the sustainability of the provision of those services. - Provision of adequate natural light in all habitable rooms of the dwellinghouse. Refused.

20/503542/PNPA Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent Prior notification for the change of use from premises in light industrial use (class B1(c)) and any land within its curtilage to 1 Dwellinhouse. For its prior approval to: - Transport and Highways impacts of the development. - Contamination risks on the site. - Flooding risks on the site. - Where the building is located in an area that is important for industrial services or storage or distribution services or a mix of those services, whether the introduction of, or an increase in, a residential use of premises in the area would have an adverse impact on the sustainability of the provision of those services. - Provision of adequate natural light in all habitable rooms of the dwellinghouse. Refused.

20/503161/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB Proposed change of use of part of agricultural barn to farm office. Withdrawn by applicant.

Planning Committee decisions:

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  Permitted.

19/506038/REM Land Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG.  Reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, including external lighting and pedestrian crossing following an outline application 18/500041/OUT for erection of a new Community Hall, outside recreational facilities and car parking. Permitted.

20/502489/ADV Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Advertisement Consent for 1no. Internally Illuminated Fascia Sign, 1no. Internally Illuminated Projecting Sign, 2no. Internally Illuminated Panel Signs, 1no. Internally Illuminated Freestanding Totem, 1no. Double sided Post Mounted Sign. (as amended by revised drawings received on 03/08/20 and amendments received on 07/08/20. Approved.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress

APP/V2255/W/20/3253055. Swale BC ref: 19/504417/FULL. Black Cottages Mutton Lane.  Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate for Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  In progress

Applications outside the Parish Boundary 

The PC had commented on the following before the meeting.
20/504053/TCA Quayside Water Lane Ospringe ME13 8TX Conservation area notification to re-pollard three Lime trees; re-pollard three Sycamore trees; crown reduce one Chestnut tree radially by 1.5 metres on front drive leaving a 3m crown spread.  We comment as follows: we have no objections as long as Swale’s tree officer likewise has no objections.

20/504172/TCA, 46 Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TX.Conservation Area Notification - Fell 1x Laburnum tree.  We comment as follows: we have no objections as long as the Tree officer has no objections.
099/20 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 4th September 2020 and budget monitoring document, including the main variances.

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account:

Chq no 1484 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom subscription September only £14.39
Chq no 1485 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom subscription October only £14.39

Receipts: - 
OPC has received notification of 2nd instalment of the Lighting grant (£715.00) and precept (£3,750.00) in total £4,465.00 but this has not appeared on the bank statements yet.

Allotment Account

Payments for Approval: 
Chq no 0337 To St John’s College, Cambridge for Allotment rent £500.00

Amendment from July meeting
Chq no 0336 to T Hoile payment to T Hoile for grass cutting was £250.00 

EDF bills:- 1st July-30th September 2020 £226.77 including VAT.

The parish council resolved to approve NALC approved pay increase for 2020/2021 for Clerks. Increase would be from £10.16 to £10.44 p/h and that the increase would be backed dated from 1st April 2020.  The back pay would be for 140 hours, including extra 20 hours worked, and the payment would be £39.20.

The Chairman reported that most Allotment holders had paid their rents. There is a waiting list of prospective renters.  More allotments might be created with additional fencing to cope with the demand.  T Hoile is in the process of getting a quote for additional hedging along the western boundary as well as a quote for repairs to the track.  T Hoile and the Chairman are still in the process of looking at mowers to replace the existing one.  Savills had been in contact with OPC seeking an increase in rent from £1,000.00 per annum to £2,250.00.  Action: The Chairman to keep the parish council up to date on progress in these matters
100/20 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations approval for 2020.
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  If the council decides to resolve to introduce Online Banking then the Financial regulations will need to be amended to accommodate the change. 
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 
101/20 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
The parish council had received an email from KCC requesting the number of salt bags required. Action: The Clerk to write and ask for all the salt bins to be topped up.
102/20 Members’ reports:-There were none.
103/20 Any other business:-
Cllr C Elworthy reported an increase in rural crime including; poaching and hare coursing.  The Rural Task Force has been brilliant in responding but have limited powers.  The parish council considers that it would be useful if the Rural Task Force were able to make an appearance in the parish, as the presence of police officers in the parish had proved beneficial in the past.
Cllr R Simmons noted that there had been problems of drinking in the Churchyard which had been reported to the church. Also that litter is accumulating in the country lanes.  

The meeting ended at 9.29pm.  Next meeting: 4th November 2020.
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