Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 8th September 2010 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 


A Gillatt
C Hudson


J Newitt


M Seaman

 




R Taylor 
L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
R Simmons


Cllr C Prescott


Cllr A Bowles


It was noted that Cllr Prescott had been ill; the Parish Council hoped for his speedy recovery.

 71/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 14th July 2010.
72/10
Matters Arising

Traffic Issues – Stalisfield Road junction: Aprille Hall is liaising with Cllr Bowles re the Members’ Fund grant for cost of Jacobs’ report.  Kent Highways are looking at the possibility of undertaking the junction relining as part of highways maintenance, and the Chairman has asked Steve Huckle to make another site visit.  Cllr Taylor reported that he had witnessed another near miss at the junction. It was agreed to await Kent Highways’ decision on what could be done as part of their highways maintenance and then look at the cost of undertaking further improvement works such as marker posts. 

Painter’s Forstal Road path clearance – the path has still not been cleared.  Alan Marolia of Swale had informed the Chairman that he had checked the additional mowing along Painter’s Forstal Rd.  Chairman to suggest to him a site meeting, to include looking at the hedges along Painter’s Forstal Rd which Cllr Gillatt noted were becoming very overgrown – although hedge cutting is usually the responsibility of either Kent Highways or the landowners.


Posts on village green – Dave Else had been unable to obtain the posts so this is still in hand.

Street lighting maintenance contract & lamp replacements – there was further discussion about the merits of the timers suggested by Direct Tech in their quotation.  It was agreed that the Chairman would seek further information. It may also be sensible to seek the views of the parishioners regarding part-night lighting.

Parish Noticeboard at the Church – it was noted that David Wheatley had completed the refurbishment and Friends of Ospringe Church would pay.  The Chairman thanked the Friends for undertaking this.
73/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The Chairman urged Councillors to approach anyone who has lived in the parish a long while and who could be interested.  
74/10
Planning


SW/10/0829 – Whitehill Cottage, photovoltaic cells ground mounted. Notification of approval.

SW/10/0825 – Pawley Farm, single store rear extension. Notification of withdrawal of application.

SW/10/0905 – Coxett Lodge, 2-storey rear extension.  The Planning Sub-Committee had considered this extension to be rather large; however, planning permission had been granted.

SW/10/0890 – Fern Lodge, Water Lane, internal alterations. The Planning Sub-Committee had had no objections, planning permission granted.

SW/10/0072 – Land adj. Forstal House, tree pruning of weeping beech.  The Planning Sub-Committee had responded with no objections subject to the tree’s height being left at no less than 2m, but also suggested that if possible Swale’s tree officer should visit.


SW/10/0644 – Workshop at Mutton Lane, incinerator. Both Cllr Dean-Kimili and the Planning Sub-Committee had been in contact with Swale Planning about their concerns regarding the incinerator. Cllr Dean-Kimili noted that due to its sensitivity the matter was being referred to a Planning meeting on 16th September, which she hoped to attend.


SW/10/0073 – Workshop at Mutton Lane, reduction of tree boundary by 20%. This is related to the above application, the trees apparently requiring to be pruned for air to circulate from the incinerator.   We are concerned the site should not become more visually apparent as a result of this reduction of 20%. This is an industrial site within a predominantly rural area and a Conservation Area, and we would be concerned at any works resulting in the site being more visually apparent than at present.

SW/10/1095 – 46 Water Lane, renewal of planning application for loft conversion. No objections.


SW/10/0994  - 4 Meadowbank.  SW/10/1013 – 3 Meadowbank.  Parish Council have no objections. However it is noted that the garden boundary hedge at No 4 has been removed and replaced with a fence – should planning permission not have been obtained?

SW/10/0910 – 2 Queen Court Barn, garage barn extension.  No objections.

SW/10/0713 – Churchmans Farm, change of use chicken shed to self storage.  It was noted that this site has a blind exit and so there are concerns about traffic issues. It is unclear from the application what is the proposed use of the building and unclear what ‘self storage’ would entail.  This should be clarified and if planning permission is granted proper conditions imposed. Our main concern relates to the issue of traffic, the premises are situated in a rural location and visibility is limited when both entering and existing the site. Since this would result in increased vehicular movements, provision should be made for visibility splays/sight lines.


We would also expect conditions to be imposed limiting the hours and days during which goods can be collected and/or delivered.


SW/10/1014 – 4 Brogdale Farm Cottages, single storey rear and 2-storey side extension and loft conversion.  No objections.


Other planning issues:

Land adj. Bayfield/Bay Banks – Mr Dengate’s long communication had finally been received: Chairman to peruse for the next meeting.


Enforcement matters: 


i) New Barns – both the refusal of retrospective planning permission and the residents’ appeal had been responded to the Planning Inspectorate by the Chairman and the Clerk.

ii) Little Kennaways – Graham Thomas had written to the Clerk to report he is awaiting Mr Murphy to either apply for planning permission for works (excl. the white caravan) or to remove them. He will issue a final reminder after which enforcement action will be sought.


iii) Willow Farm, M2 signs.  Peter Hinckesman had written to the Clerk to say the residents had been asked to remove the signs and it appeared this has been complied with.

75/10
Finance


Payments:


Playsafety Ltd for annual ROSPA safety inspection
£123.97

Jacobs Engineers Co UK for Stalisfield Rd junction report
£1,021.87

Allotments Officer’s expenses
£6.46
76/10
Correspondence


Swale BC – notification that there will be elections on 5th May 2011. Costs for an uncontested election will be £70-80 and for a contested election £750-2,000.  There is likely to be a referendum about the UK voting system on the same day.  Clerk to keep on file for Jan 2011 meeting when the Precept will be set.


Swale BC – consultation on how the Council should be run. They advise maintaining the present system (rather than an elected Mayor and Cabinet).  Closing date for any comments is 23rd September.


Swale BC – notification of their commitment to increasing the levels of affordable housing in Swale, in co-operation with Action with Communities in Rural Kent who will undertake a housing survey of rural villages which have not had such a survey within the last 3 years (OPC had responded to such a survey 2 years ago).


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – next meeting Tuesday 21st September.


Faversham Enterprise Partnership – letter from Lawrence Young about the ‘Food Trails’ project, he would like to give a 10 minute talk. Clerk to ask if he would like to attend Ospringe in Bloom, or alternatively the October meeting. 


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – notification of Annual Meeting on 15th September.


CPRE Protect Kent – letter seeking sponsorship.


CPRE Protect Kent – notification of meeting about traffic issues along the A2 resulting from development of the Northern Relief Road – Alexander Centre, 7pm 7th October.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – notification of draft street trading policy.


KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting held 6th September.


KALC Parish News and notification of Finance Conference on 25th September.


NHS Primary Care Trust – rescheduling of meeting re Tesco Pharmacy to 21st September at Maidstone.


Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – notification of meeting and walk taking place on10thSeptember.


SE Water – notification of closure of Vicarage Lane to end September, for water pipe replacements.  Clerk to contact Kent Highways asking them to ensure the roadway is resurfaced appropriately.


Kent Archaeological Society – notification of a project with 30 rural parishes, including Ospringe, co-operating with local people in researching their history.  Deferred to October meeting. Meanwhile Clerk to put an item in the parish magazine.


ROSPA Safety Inspection Report.  This included a disabled access audit.  Various issues were picked up but none ‘ high risk ‘.  Chairman to check with the installers that the gap between the safety surface and the play equipment is appropriate.  Chairman will ask Dave Else to quote for some of the repairs suggested.  The low brick wall was noted as a problem, and Cllr Newitt reported that some parents regarded its height and location by the road as unsafe so they did not like to use the facilities. The Chairman noted that unfortunately to remedy this was currently beyond the Council’s finances.

77/10
Members’ Reports – there were no Members’ reports.
78/10
Any Other Business


Cllr Newitt reported that the youth club would start again after the summer recess, and enquired if it was still possible to purchase the pool table.  It was agreed to defer looking at this request until the future of the Champions Hall became clearer.  The Methodist Church are holding a meeting to discuss the future at the hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 14th September.

Cllr Gillatt reminded the Council that the next Barn Dance is at Painters Farm on 17th September.  The Chairman reminded the Council that Ospringe in Bloom awards are at the hall on Wed 15th September.

Next Meeting: Wednesday 6th October 2010 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 10.15 pm
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