Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th November 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili   



B Flynn


R Simmons  - Vice Chairman


H Williams 


Cllr C Prescott


L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
 P Griffin 


Cllr A Bowles 

229/13
Public Participation


Five members of the public attended the meeting to hear comments on planning applications at Forstal Cottage and Parsonage Farm Bungalow.  One resident wished to enquire whether Swale had responded to the letter forwarded to them by the clerk about various Brogdale issues (to date there had been no response from Swale).  He also wished to point out the road safety issues at Brogdale on a recent Sunday when there was an event on at Brogdale meaning the car parking was all taken and visitors parked on Brogdale Road causing traffic hazards.  Cllr Prescott undertook to raise this matter with Swale, and meanwhile the Clerk will write to Brian Planner at Swale to make him aware that this could be an issue in the future.
230/13 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2013.
231/13
Matters Arising

Brogdale – Chris Hildyard had responded to the clerk’s email about car park lighting timers to say they had now been fixed to operate at the correct timings.

Ospringe School – The joint meeting of Faversham TC and Ospringe PC to discuss road safety issues will be held on 19th November.

TPO/13/0054 – Removal of 1x walnut tree at School House.  Clerk had been informed that Swale BC will need to agree with the house owner the location of the replacement tree; the Chairman will speak to the house owner.


Highway matters – Cllr Dean-Kimili reported that only the part of Water Lane in Faversham parish had been repaired. Chairman will speak to Gary Gibbs at Kent Highways.

Littles Farm Solar Panels – no decision has been made.


Kent Freight Gateway website – KCC had altered the route planner to avoid Porters Lane.
232/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies

The Chairman urged Councillors to encourage suitable applicants for the three parish councillor vacancies.  
233/13
Neighbourhood Plan

The parish meeting to discuss neighbourhood plans will be held on 11th December.  Parish councillors agreed to circulate the leaflet about the meeting to all residents.
234/13
Planning

SW/13/0660: Brogdale Change of use to Demonstration Gardens with associated car parking.  Notification of approval with conditions was received.

SW/13/1316  7 Brogdale Farm Cottages, extension.  No objections.


SW/13/1272: Parsonage Farm Bungalow, replacement of existing extension, loft conversion with dormer windows. No objections.  The Clerk will speak to Swale Planning to see if there is an update on the agricultural occupancy condition, and also for confirmation that an approval of the current application would not have the effect of invalidating any of the original conditions on the property when it was first built in approx. 1962.

SW/13/1317: Forstal Cottage, alterations to existing 3-bedroom detached house with single storey side extension, two storey rear extension and loft conversions to create a 4 bedroom house.  No objections, but the parish council has concerns about the proximity of the side extension to the existing boundary with Forstal House; the Clerk will ask Swale Planning to ensure that the application complies with their guidance on extensions etc.


TC/13/0110 – Land at Vicarage Lane, coppicing and replacements of trees in hedgerow.  Clerk to write asking for the Swale Tree Officer to ensure that all of the proposed works are necessary, as we believe that a previous person renting the field had already carried out works to the hedgerows.

SW/13/1040: The Bungalow Plumford Lane. Certificate of lawfulness of proposed use or development re construction of single storey rear extension.

Graham Thomas had written to the parish council on behalf of Swale Planning commenting on the background to the planning department’s decisions related to Horseshoe Farm and Brogdale demonstration gardens.


Swale BC gypsy and traveller consultation on allocations – the deadline for comments is 5th December. Councillors are asked to bring their comments to the December meeting so we can respond in time.
235/13
Finance

Current account expenditure

Liz Melville: Clerk wages July-Sept 2013
£428.06

HMRC:  PAYE July – Sept 2013
£107.00


Streetlights: 3rd payment 2013/14 for street light maintenance contract
£203.00


Streetlights: street lighting repairs at Bayfield and Eastling Road
£100.08


Allotments Expenditure

St Johns College – Rental of Joyce Field April-Oct 2013
£427.97


Tony Hoile: allotments officer mowing £45 and expenses for bonfire £30
£75.00


AON Insurance – a letter of clarification was received about insurance cover for snow clearance activities: Clerk to circulate to Councillors.

236/13
Correspondence

Kent Highways are seeking feedback on their service: the chairman will complete their survey.

Faversham Local Engagement Forum – notification of next meeting to be held on 3rd December.


War Memorials Trust: they are inviting bids for small grants to be used to commemorate the 2014 First World War centenary.  It was agreed the parish council should consider planning an event within the parish.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she and Mrs Ann Gillatt would be doing the poppy crosses at Ospringe church.  Ospringe Parish Council asked the Clerk to pass on their thanks on behalf of the parish to Mrs Gillatt.


20th anniversary of the M2 coach crash on 10th November 1994: Clerk had written to the American Embassy reminding them and asking if they were aware of any planned events.  It was agreed the Clerk would purchase a wreath for £30 with a card from OPC on behalf of parishioners and place it at the crash site.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent Rural News: the Chairman had noted various items of interest for the next meeting:  Affordable Warmth Guide, SITA Trust grants for enhancing local communities, and Woodland Trust packs of free trees for delivery March 2014 with application deadline of 9th January.

Cllr Bowles had circulated his monthly activities update.


Kent Police and Crime Commissioner – newsletter circulated.


KCC – the Clerk had received confirmation that Cades Orchard and Mummery Court are adopted roads and therefore KCC are responsible for the lighting.


Kent Freight Gateway – we have found that Coxetts Hill is used to route traffic from Teynham to Painter’s Forstal.  Clerk to write and ask what criteria are used for choosing the route and asking if it is easy to remove narrow lanes from the routes chosen.


Revd Peter Doodes from East Sussex had requested circulation of his document “fracking facts”.


KALC –response from MP Brandon Lewis (DCLG) about localised council tax support schemes and referendums.


CPRE Protect Kent – notification of annual meeting and agenda for 20th November AGM.


Swale BC – Annual Report 2012-13.


KALC – notification and papers for annual meeting to be held 23rd November.


Clerks and Councils Direct.


CPRE Countryside Voice: passed to Chairman.


Kent Voice: passed to Chairman.
237/13
Members’ reports

The chairman reported that he had attended a conference on Village Greens and Assets of Community Value.

Cllr Simmons reported that there will be a fundraising event for Friends of Ospringe Church on 30th November at the Maison Dieu. She said the new vicar for Ospringe is Tracy Bateson.

238/13
Any Other Business


The revised Swale recycling and collections scheme starts in December: Clerk to check if information will be circulated to local residents.

It was noted there will be a Painter’s Forstal street clean on 23rd November from 10am to 1pm.  Clerk to print flyers for distribution.


The meeting ended at 10.20pm


Next meeting:  Wednesday 4th December 7.30pm
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