Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 9th January 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 


B Flynn


P Griffin
R Simmons 


L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
H Williams

Cllr A Bowles 
Cllr C Prescott

118/13
Public Participation


The meeting was attended by two local residents and a representative of CUT who wished to raise the following items:

1)  Brogdale planning conditions re opening hours: Swale’s legal department are now involved 

2) 
Brogdale – large application (SW/12/1409) has been received and the residents are very concerned about its implications.  They would like OPC to write to Swale seeking an extension to the comment deadline, asking for a site meeting, and would like the parish council to organise a public meeting to discuss.

3) 
The CUT representative is to circulate information to local residents and seek their views on the application.
119/13
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting on 5th December 2012.
120/13
Matters Arising

Brogdale:  The Chairman reported that he had spoken with Chris Hilyard at GWF about the strip lighting at Brogdale and Mr Hilyard confirmed this was only there for the festive season and had now been removed. He also said the courtyard and car parking lighting at Brogdale should go off automatically at 9pm but would check why this had not been happening.  The owners are very resistant to removal of the bottle bank: Clerk to draft a letter to GWF asking if they might move it to a less intrusive location and provide some protective acoustic fencing.

Willow Farm lorry advertising – The Chairman had received a letter of introduction from the new owners.  Clerk to inform Peter Hinckesman that the lorry advertising is ongoing.

Land opposite Woodside – matter still ongoing. Councillors will continue to monitor the situation.

Trimming of hedge by Stalisfield Rd junction – Still ongoing

Annual Playground Safety Inspection – Playsafety Ltd inspection report has been received; there are a couple of moderate risk items which the Chairman will ask Dave Else to repair.

Potholes  Chairman had been in contact with Gary Gibbs of Kent Highways about various potholes and a damaged field maple at Painter’s Forstal and commented that Ospringe is currently receiving a very good service from Kent Highways.
123/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies


There are three vacancies for Councillors.  
124/13
Neighbourhood Plans


A public meeting was confirmed for 30th January at 7.30pm and the wording of an invitation to parishioners was agreed.  Clerk to produce flyers for councillors to distribute and book Champion Hall. 

125/13
Planning

SW/12/1409 – Brogdale Collections – Demonstration Gardens.  Clerk to ask Swale Planning the latest date for receipt of OPC’s comments and, subject to that, Councillors will consider the application either by sub-committee or at the OPC meeting on 6th February.  Cllr Simmons asked for OPC to request a site meeting at Brogdale for Swale Planning committee.

SW/12/1054 – Plot 3 Land adj. Bayfield, determination of reserved matters (application amended 14th Dec 2012).  This went to Swale Planning Committee on 20th December 2012 and permission was granted subject to conditions.

SW/12/1558 – Kentish Barn, Mutton Lane.  Application for change of use to residential from agricultural. This is outside of Ospringe boundary.  No comments.
126/13
Precept

The Clerk circulated accounts showing projected expenditure to year end and explained that, disregarding the additional Diamond Jubilee expenses this year, expenditure is roughly in line with last year’s.  However, this expenditure is higher than the income received through the precept and therefore OPC reserves are decreasing yearly.  Central government has given £395 additional funding so OPC could possibly reduce the precept by that amount without reducing our income this year.   


The Clerk was requested to obtain further information from Swale Finance about the function of the £395 additional funding and then report back to Councillors: she was informed that if central govt decided to cap spending in 2014-15 it would do so on the level of precept set for 2013-14 and therefore, if OPC lowered the current precept figure of £4,500 by using the additional grant, we would be capped on the £4,105 figure, resulting in an unacceptable drop in funding. It was therefore Resolved (by email – copy to be filed with these minutes) to maintain the precept for 2013/14 at £4,500 but to add the additional funding of £395, so the actual precept income for 2013-14 will be £4,895.  This will result in an average increase of £1.25 per household but will protect our future precept funding. Councillors acknowledged that this level of precept would still result in a continuing use of the Parish reserves to cover outgoings.
127/13
Finance

Current account expenditure:


Play Inspection Co Ltd for 2012 playground inspection
£150.00

Liz Melville – Clerk wages 1st September-31st December 2012
£510.90

Inland Revenue – PAYE for Clerk wages 1st September-31st Dec 2012
£127.22


Andrew Keel – Christmas card paper/envelopes
£41.45


Girlings – photocopying for Christmas card
£20.58


Andrew Keel – Chair’s expenses
£15.00

Allotment Account expenditure

Mr R Bristow for purchase of two beehives
£200.00
128/13
Dates of meetings 2013-14


The Clerk had circulated proposed meeting dates for the forthcoming year and these were agreed.

129/13
Correspondence

Direct Tech –  a lamp has been vandalised and cost of repair would be £215: Chairman to speak to Direct Tech. 

KALC – information related to Localising Council Tax support.

Swale – information re Local Engagement Forum administrative support.


KALC – copy letter to the Prime Minister commenting about Localism and the Code of Conduct.

KALC – minutes of Swale area meeting held 3rd December 2012.


Swale Joint Transportation Board Meeting – agenda for 8th January meeting.


Kent Highways – advance notice of closure of A251 during Lent term school breaks.


Oast to Coast.


Southern Water – Resources Update


CPRE Fieldwork
130/13
Members’ Reports


There were no members’ reports.
131/13
Any Other Business


There was no other business.

The meeting ended at 10.30pm.     Next meeting: Wednesday 6th February 2013 at 7.30pm   
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